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Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members 
 
A REFLECTION – LENT AND PARENTING ADOLESCENTS 
 
Lent is a time when, as Christians, we are called to renewal of self and our relationships with God, others 
and our earth. It is not only a most appropriate time to regain balance and perspective in our adult lives, 
but should also heighten our awareness to the critical need that our adolescents have for balance and 
perspective in their lives and our responsibility, as their educators (parent and teacher), to witness to it 
and to set the parameters and guidelines which will provide it for them. 
 
The capacity to be forgiving and reconciling is one of the greatest gifts to give to our families. We all need 
forgiveness and when we forgive we strengthen ourselves as well as the other person. During this Lent we 
could strive to model forgiveness more in our homes and educate our adolescents to understand that 
forgiveness is an act of will, and that we can forgive despite the feelings of hurt that remain and the 
wounds that are often slow to heal. 
 
Adolescents also need big doses of affirmation during their journey to adulthood. They need to be 
appreciated for who they are, (as opposed to what they do). Lent is a time to evaluate our effectiveness in 
doing this, and to strive to do it more. 
 
Lent can be a time when we reflect on the quality of our communiation with out adolescent children. Do 
we make time for family? It is important that this be a time when everyone can speak and be listened to 
with respect. Time given to self-evauation, as parent and teacher, may also reveal the need to talk less and 
listen more. It may also reveal the need to make more time to talk one-to-one with each of our our 
children regularly. The need is to listen to, and empathise with our children, especially great at this time as 
they, like us, are struggling to cope with the intense anxiety and emotional trauma impacting on our world 
due to COVID-19. 
 
Parenting, especially the parenting of adolescents, is a wonderful joy. It is also one of life’s significant 
challenges and, as parents and teachers, we need to regularly appraise how we are progressing in the role. 
Lent affords a splendid opportunity to engage in this process. 
 
Rich blessings 
 
Larry Keating 
Principal 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – LEARNING & TEACHING 
 

ONLINE NAPLAN TRIAL EXAMS – STUDENT INFORMATION 
Monday 23rd March & Tuesday 24th March 2020 

For further details about the cancellation of NAPLAN, please follow this link: 
http://www.educationcouncil.edu.au/site/DefaultSite/filesystem/documents/EC%20Communiques%20and%20medi
a%20releases/Education%20Council%20Communique%20%20-%2020%20March%202020.pdf 
 
ASSESSMENT REMINDER 
As you are aware a statement was released this week that ALL Catholic Schools are remaining open and 
operating as usual until the end of term. 
 
As a result of this announcement, it is timely to remind all students and parents that Assessment Tasks 
scheduled over the coming weeks will continue to be conducted here at the college. For students in Years 
10, 11 and 12 it is essential that they follow the Assessment Policy and complete a (Green) Accident/Illness 
and Misadventure Form if they are not attending on the day of the task. Students are also expected to 
notify the college via a PHONE CALL of illness/absence on the day of the task. I encourage ALL families to 
review the Assessment Booklets available on the school portal for information about our Assessment 
Policies. 
 
Cathy O’Gorman 
Assistant Principal – Learning & Teaching  
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CELEBRATING OUR FEAST DAY 

 
Next Wednesday, 25 March, the Feast of the Annunciation, is our College Feast Day. This is a special day in the life of 
our community. It is a day when like Mary, the Mother of Jesus, we are challenged as a Christian people to answer 
our calling, to be ready to serve the poor, the destitute and the downtrodden in our world. It is a day when through 
exercising generous hearts we bring hope to the many people in our world who lack the quality of life and the 
material possessions that we are so fortunate to enjoy. The traditional focus of our fundraising activities continues to 
be fundraising for Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion Appeal, which we commenced at the beginning of Lent. 
 
This year, because of COVID-19, we will not be able to gather for our usual whole school celebrations. However, we 
still have our collection for Project Compassion and we seek a continuation of your wonderful spirit of generosity in 
support of the most needy in our world by giving generously to the collection. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
It is a day when we are able to sharpen the focus, on the whole point of our lives, as Christian people, which is to 
nourish others. It is a day when we give real meaning to and honour our College motto, “Ready to Serve”. It is a day 
when we honour our Josephite heritage and give meaning to what it means to be a “resurrection people” who give 
hope to others. 
 
 
 

FRIDAY 3 APRIL – “PUPIL FREE” 
 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 
 

- Staff Training – CPR/Emergency Care/Anaphylaxis 
- Professional Learning – Data Analysis (HSC Focus) 

 
 
 
 

 
SCIENCE NEWS 
 
Year 7 Science Zoo Excursion 
Year 7 as part of their ‘Living Things’ unit will be attending an excursion to Taronga Zoo in Sydney. This excursion is 
still set to go ahead but if arrangements change parents will be notified.  The date for this excursion is Tuesday 
September 8th.  More information will be forthcoming next term. 
 
To take the whole cohort in year 7, we do invite parent volunteers to come along and assist in the excursion along 
with the Science teachers. For this we need parents who have a current Working with Children (WWC) number as 
well as the compulsory Volunteer Form and Police Checks completed. If you are considering volunteering for the 
excursion and have neither of these, they do take a while to get processed. Please see Mrs Younger in Reception to 
obtain the forms as soon as possible. 
 
Thanks in advance. 
Anna Matthews 
Science Teacher 

“Generous giving is what makes 
Humans grow – it feeds us” 

 
Fr Frank Anderson MSC “Jesus Our Story” (2001) 
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Year 10 Geography Field Trip into Newcastle: A changing urban place  

A massive thank you to all Year 10 on the manner in which you participated in the forum at school with planners 
from Newcastle Council, Port of Newcastle and Lower Hunter Development Corporation and our recent field trip into 
Newcastle, where the students were asked to be Geographers by using their eyes and ears to see and hear the 
changes taking place in urban Newcastle. The cruise on Hunter River with Nova Cruises was a nice break from the 
walking. Our students were responsible, cooperative and easy to get along with.  They were wonderful ambassadors 
for St Mary’s. 
 
It is not an easy task to ensure 183 students and 12 staff are where they are meant to be at the right place. So, thank 
you to all members of the HSIE department for supporting the learning of Year 10 on the field trip and thank you to 
the staff remaining at school who covered our classes. 
 
A big thank you to Mrs Meagher for using her connections to ensure the Forum of Professionals was an engaging 
presentation for our students. 
 
Mrs Maryanne Murray (HSIE teacher and a very proud Year 10 Student Coordinator) 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Premier’s Reading Challenge – Year 7-9 Students 
 

It’s not too late to enter the 2020 NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge. Come by the 
library and pick up the permission slip and the reading log to get a start for this 
fantastic challenge. We do need this permission slip signed by parents/carers and 
returned to the library for registration.  
 
For a complete list of books included in this year’s challenge, please follow the link 
below: 
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/booklist/readingLog.html 

 
St Mary’s Chess Team 
The Chess team try-outs are complete and the team has been 
selected. Daniel Ollerton was victorious over Joseph Hogan in 
the final to win the St. Mary’s Chess try-outs tournament 
bracket.  Pictured at left is the team with Mr. Trost before they 
went to Whitebridge High School to compete in the NSW 
Country Schools Chess Competition. (From L to R; Mr. Brad 
Trost, Joseph Hogan, Jackson Tait, Greg Fabrikanov, Daniel 
Ollerton). 
 

The boys did an excellent job against Whitebridge winning the match 4-0. They eagerly await their next opponent in 
the next couple of weeks. 
 
On Wednesday March 18th, the participants in the Chess team try-outs were treated to a pizza party in recognition of 
all their effort and sportsmanship throughout the selection process. Certificates to the team and a first-place trophy 
for the champion were presented by Mrs. Dunn. Great job to all the players and especially to the 10 Year 7 students 
who signed-up for the Chess team. We look forward to seeing even more participants next year.  
 
Pictured below L to R; The St. Mary’s Chess team – Greg Fabrikanov, Joseph Hogan, Daniel Ollerton, Jackson Tait, 
Joseph Beath; players enjoying pizza at the party; Champion - Daniel Ollerton. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mrs Ros Dunn  Mr Brad Trost 
Teacher/Librarian Teacher/Librarian 
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Aboriginal Education 
 
Many Aboriginal students have been having planning meetings with staff to check in and help set goals for 2020. This 
short planning meeting happens during the school day. At the moment I am calling parents to discuss goals if 
required. Please check in with your son or daughter about how their goals are going and make contact with me at 
any time. 
 
Paul McKay 
Aboriginal Education Teacher  
 
 
Year 7 English Classes – VCOP Literacy Activities 
 
As you can see in the images Year 7 have been enjoying the challenges and joy of learning literacy in a new and 
different manner during Term 1.  
 
The lead up work, prior to the Big Write day allowed for a variety of engaging group activities and much ‘Kung Fu 
Punctuation’ revising.  Our students were encouraged to talk to their peers, staff and family about what they were 
going to write about in the Big Write.  This aims to expand their vocabulary and ways of thinking to include many 
perspectives and think critically to then make their own judgements.  
 
The learning activities are attractive to students and involve all forms of communication. It is a joy to watch the 
excitement and eagerness of a bubbly class of twelve and thirteen year old’s, who are eager to learn in their English 
lessons.  
 
Watch this space. 
 
Year 7 English Senseis (Teachers) 
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RE: IMPORTANT INFORMATION – COVID-19 
FORWARDED TO PARENTS EARLIER THIS WEEK 
 
Consistent with the guidelines published by the Directorate of the Catholic Schools NSW, the NSW Ministry of Health 
and advice from the Commonwealth and NSW Governments, the College has today implemented the following 
measures designed to keep our students, staff and community safe. 
 
Cancellations 
We have cancelled all College and Year Assemblies; Staff Briefings and Professional Learning Meetings involving all 
the teaching staff; the College Feast Day celebrations, the Primary School Enrichment Days, the Cochrane Cup 
Representative Rugby League game; the Senior Music Evening at Lizotte’s and the Year 10 Science excursion to Luna 
Park. We are assessing all planned-for activities in the light of the published guidelines and communications from 
regulatory authorities. Further cancellations are expected to follow. 
 
Hygiene, Cleaning and Classroom Management 
Other measures include the provision of basic hygiene reminders with a particular emphasis on handwashing, the 
etiquette related to coughing and sneezing and no physical touching. A plentiful supply of handwash is available in 
toilets and sanitizers have been distributed throughout the College. Commencing this evening, an extra cleaner has 
been engaged to spray all hot-spot areas/surfaces with sanitizer which include, keyboards, computer mouse, 
telephones, door handles, chairs and desks. Within classrooms teachers are encouraged, wherever possible, to 
separate student desks, not use the air-conditioning and ensure rooms are fully ventilated. A plentiful supply of 
tissues is available for student use. 
 
Limiting physical contact between students 
To limit the close contact of students with each other, as they travel through the breezeway between the 
Construction and Café areas, students will be afforded additional access along the back road to and from the eastern 
end of the complex. To ensure the safety of students, access to the entrance to the College from the Pacific 
Highway to the “Kiss and Drop” zone will cease at 8.45am until 3.40pm every day. Restricted access will be 
provided to delivery vehicles. This measure will come into effect from Wednesday 18 March, 2020.   
 
Students to Stay at home if unwell 
Please do not send your children to school if they are unwell.  
If your child is ill during the day, you will be contacted and requested to come and take them home. 
 
Regular Updates 
Regular updates will be provided to parents/carers as circumstances require. 
 
Provision of work to absent students 
All students can access Lessons via a Class Page News Feed on COMPASS. To access please follow the instructions 
shown on the pages 8, 9 and 10. 
 
School closures 
There is no Government-mandated closure of schools. All Catholic schools are to remain open until the end of Term 
1 and are planned to re-open at the beginning of Term 2. 
 
School holidays 
The dates of the upcoming school holidays remain unchanged. 
 
Parents and Friends Meetings 
In keeping with the cancellation of all non-essential meetings, P & F meetings are postponed over the next 
four weeks. The extraordinary P&F meeting scheduled for next Monday, 23 March, will be rescheduled to a date to 
be advised. 
 
Sporting events 
All Whole school and inter-school sporting events have been cancelled for the remainder of the term. 
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ASPIRE 
Aspire rehearsals have been cancelled for the next four weeks. An update on rehearsals will be provided 
at the end of term. 
 
School excursions and camps 
All school excursions outside of our school’s local community are suspended until further notice, 
including all overnight excursions and school camps. 
 
NSW Health advised that no groups of students should visit aged care facilities or attend other facilities in 
the local community (eg hospitals) where there are elderly people or people with underlying health 
conditions. 
 
Accessing Lessons via a Class Page News Feed on COMPASS 
1. Go to mnconnect.cloud  and CLICK on STUDENT INFO/COMPASS Tile 
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2. Click on the Orange logo 

 
 
If prompted, put your normal Username and Password into the CEnet login page. 

 
You are now logged into Compass! 
 
3. On your Home Page you can see your classes for each day.  
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4. To see the content of your lessons for the day simply CLICK on the relevant CLASS and this will take 
you to the Class Page where you can see the lesson and any attachments containing work.  
 

 
 

Current advice – Catholic Schools NSW 

Over the weekend The Department of Education released updated guidelines for NSW schools. In summary, the previously 
issued advice has been maintained: 

 There is no Government-mandated closure of schools (including boarding schools). 
 The dates of the upcoming school holidays remain 
 The advice from the Commonwealth and NSW Governments to keep schools open and operational will be revisited on in the 

coming days. 

As the situation continues to evolve,  we are aware that access to immediate and up-to-date advice will be critical.  

Current advice from the NSW Government for parents and affected staff is: 

 Any student or staff member who has been in, departed from, or transited through the following countries is excluded from 
childcare services, school or work for 14 days from the date they left the country:  

 mainland China – since 1 February 
 Iran – since 1 March 
 the Republic of Korea (South Korea) – since 5 March. 
 Italy – since 11 March 
 Any confirmed case of COVID-19 will be excluded until they are medically cleared to return. 
 Close contacts of a confirmed case of COVID-19 will be excluded for 14 days since last contact with the confirmed case. 
 Students and staff who have returned to Australia and have shown no symptoms during the 14-day home-isolation period 

are able to return to school or work. 

The NSW Ministry of Health has processes in place to identify any close contacts of cases confirmed in Australia. A close contact 
is a person who has spent significant time either face to face (15 min) or in an enclosed space (two hours or more) as someone 
who has tested positive for COVID-19. It is advising these close contacts about not attending work, school or early childhood and 
childcare services 

Catholic Schools NSW continues to work closely with NSW Ministry of Health to monitor and respond to developments and to 
ensure the safety and wellbeing of students and staff. 

Consistent with current guidelines, children, students and staff who are unwell with respiratory illness should remain at home 
until symptoms resolve. In accordance with our current practice if any student becomes unwell schools should implement their 
infection control guidelines and follow the advice provided by the NSW Ministry of Health as appropriate. 
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For more information, visit NSW Health. 

Advice on school closures for non-government schools 

Some have called for school closures and the matter is the subject of debate in the community. This and other public health 
responses to COVID-19 are being considered daily at CSNSW, and in meetings between Australia’s chief health officers, drawing 
on advice from the national leaders in pandemic management and from the experience with this and previous pandemics. 
CSNSW is in discussion with NSW Health and the NSW Department of Education on a regular basis every day. 

If or when school closures become the best way to manage the spread of the virus in NSW, then we must be ready to do so. This 
is not currently a proactive measure that must be taken for NSW schools. However, schools that have a confirmed case of 
COVID-19 should immediately contact the Public Health Unit on 1300 066 055. It may then be necessary to immediately, though 
temporarily, close the school while close contacts of the confirmed case can be ascertained, and necessary precautions taken to 
ensure those potentially infected can self-isolate. 

NSW Health’s current advice is that school closures could just migrate the spread of the virus to the local shopping centres and 
other areas where elderly and those at risk might likely to be. The advice remains that only those who have been in direct, close 
contact with a confirmed case need to stay away from school or work for 14 days. 

A person will be advised by NSW Health if they are a close or casual contact. Staff should not be making those determinations 
for themselves. 

 A close contact is someone who has been face to face for at least 15 minutes, or been in the same closed space for at least 2 
hours, as someone who has tested positive for the COVID-19 when that person was infectious. 

 A casual contact is someone who has been face to face for less than 15 minutes, or been in the same closed space for less 
than 2 hours, as a person who has tested positive for COVID-19 when that person was infectious. 

Australian Government advice 

Every student returning from overseas will undertake a 14 day isolation period upon arrival, which will be assured by NSW 
Health.  Students will also be given information about how to obtain medical attention if they experience symptoms whilst in 
self-isolation. 

Practising good hygiene 

Maintaining good hygiene standards is an important way to reduce the risk of acquiring and spreading respiratory infections 
using infection control guidelines. The Department of Education has made their infection control procedures available and it 
provides a range of practical strategies for schools to prevent transmission of infectious diseases. Schools are reminded to 
provide appropriate handwashing soap as hand washing is the single most effective way to reduce the spread of germs that 
cause respiratory disease. 

Social distancing is an effective measure, but it is recognised that it cannot be practised in all situations and the aim is to 
generally reduce potential for transmission. Social distancing includes: 

 avoiding crowds and mass gatherings where it is difficult to keep the appropriate distance away from others 
 avoiding small gatherings in enclosed spaces, for example family celebrations 
 attempting to keep a distance of 1.5 metres between themselves and other people where possible, for example when they 

are out and about in public place. 
 avoiding shaking hands, hugging, or kissing other people 
 avoiding visiting vulnerable people, such as those in aged care facilities or hospitals, infants, or people with compromised 

immune systems due to illness or medical treatment 

Parent enquiries 

Concerns or questions should be directed to the College in the first instance.  
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TERM 1 CALENDAR 2020 - Week 9 (A Week) 
Mon 23  NAPLAN Practice Dates (23.03.20 to 09.04.20) - CANCELLED 

 Extraordinary Meeting of the AGM and P&F – St Mary’s Café – 6.30pm - 
POSTPONED 

Tues 24 March Class 8.4 Excursion to Awaba Waste Management Centre - CANCELLED 
Wed 25 March Feast of the Annunciation – School Feast Day - CANCELLED 
Fri 27 March  Year 11 Interim Reports issued 

 Year 11 Parent-Teacher interviews – 3.30pm to 6.00pm – RKC - CANCELLED 
Week 10 (B Week) 
Tues 31 March Senior Music Evening at Lizotte’s 6.30pm - CANCELLED 
Thurs 2 April  Diocesan Team Tennis Championships - CANCELLED 

 Newsletter 5.20 
Fri 3 April  “Pupil Free” – Staff Annual Emergency Care, CPR and Anaphylaxis Training (am) 

 Data Analysis (pm)   
Week 11 (A Week) 
Mon 6 April  Catholic Feeder Schools Enrichment Week (all week) - CANCELLED 

 Year 11 (2021) Information Evening for Year 10 Students and Parents - 
POSTPONED 

 Year 10 “Physics is Fun” Luna Park Excursion - CANCELLED 
Tues 7 April Year 8 Faith Formation Day - CANCELLED 
Wed 8 April  Landcare 

 Year 6 Students - Government Schools Enrichment Day - CANCELLED 
 Year 11 Interviews – 3.30pm to 6.00pm – RKC - CANCELLED 

Thurs 9 April  Final Day for Year 7 (2021) Enrolment Applications due to General Office 
 Easter Liturgy 
 Holy Thursday    
 Last Day of Term 

Fri 10 April Good Friday (Public Holiday) 
Sunday 12 April Easter Sunday 
TERM 2 CALENDAR 2020 - Week 1 (A Week) 
Mon 27 April  Day 1 – Term 2 – Students return 

 YEAR 12 RETREAT – POSTPONED – Details to follow 
 

 

GUITAR GROUP 
 
Guitar group will run at St Mary’s on Thursday afternoon’s for 45 
minutes after school. The group will be a performance group where we 
spend time learning songs together in large and small groups to suit 
the needs of the students. 
 
The group will run every Thursday A afternoon from 3:15-4pm.  
There will be no cost but students will need to own their own guitar at 
home so they can practise. 
 
Parents will be required to provide transport home at 4pm. Guitar 
group will begin week 7 (12 March) and then meet fortnightly after 
that. Eg. week 9 (26 March). Students interested in attending must get 
a permission note from Mr Walter or Mr McKay. 

 


