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Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members 
 
Sunday 1st March marks the commencement of “Catholic Schools Week”. A time to: 
 
 Celebrate excellence in Catholic schooling 
 Share “the good things” that we do every day as a Catholic School community 
 Invite new parents and students to join  our community and experience what we offer at St Mary’s as a Catholic 

college committed to excellence 
 
The theme of Catholic Schools Week this year is: “Drawing from the well. Invitation, Encounter, Witness”. The week 
provides the opportunity to highlight and celebrate the richness of the learning and teaching, indeed the “good things” 
happening each day in Catholic schools which are making a positive difference in the lives of students, their families and 
staff. 
 
An invitation extends to prospective parents and students to attend our 2021 Enrolment Information Evening for years 7-
12, on Tuesday 3 March at 7.00pm in the Roger Kennedy Centre.  All parents are also invited to attend one of our Open 
Day sessions on Thursday 5 March from 10.00am to 11.00am followed by Morning Tea from 11.00 to 11.30am or from 
5.00pm to 6.00pm. 
 
On Thursday 5 March, we have a wonderful celebration when Grandparents of our Year 7 students are invited to our 
College community to share in a liturgy at 9.00am, followed by morning tea.  This occasion provides the opportunity to 
recognise and affirm the gift of grandparents sharing in the development of their grandchildren. 
 
Catholic Schools Week highlights the fact that, as Catholic schools, our educative purpose is centred on the teachings and 
vision of Jesus.  A vision completely focussed on the dignity of the individual and the promotion of the quality of life of each 
person.  A vision which emphasises a spirit of love, hope and care and which gives daily expression to our core values of 
inclusion, compassion, justice, faith, liberation, reconciliation and learning. 
 
We are a generative community totally committed to continuous improvement. We have an energising and empowering 
spirit of community, a rich history and many achievements which have been built on and inspired by the selfless labours of 
the Sisters of St Joseph who founded our community in the finest traditions of their order. While we are very proud of our 
history and many achievements to date, we are excited that our college community continues to grow and evolve to meet 
the diverse and complex educational needs of our current generation of young people, as they prepare to engage in their 
rapidly changing and often challenging world. With a particular focus on developing innovative and creative learning 
experiences and environments, our college is well placed to look ahead with hope and confidence to be able to meet the 
learning needs of future generations of children for many years to come.  
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Not only do we offer wonderful learning opportunities but, more importantly for parents/carers, and especially your 
children, we provide a safe, caring and nurturing environment for adolescents to learn, achieve and grow to wholesome 
adulthood.  Relationships come first.  They must come first because they are a vital ingredient in each student’s personal 
formation, an invaluable platform for success in learning, indeed they are at the heart of effective learning and they are 
the essence of who and what we must be as a Christ-centred community. 
 
Catholic Schools Week is a time to give thanks for the past, celebrate the present and look forward with hope and trust to a 
future rich in possibilities. We look forward to welcoming you into our community during Catholic Schools Week and 
presenting you with the opportunity to learn about and witness the “good things” which define our community as a 
special place of faith, care, learning and opportunity. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Larry Keating 
Principal 
 
 

 
YEAR 7 STUDENTS GRANDPARENTS LITURGY 

 
Grandparents and significant elders of our Year 7 students 

are invited to attend the 
  

Grandparents liturgy  
 

and 
 

 Tour and Inspection of the College 
 

On 
 

Thursday 5 March at 9.00am  
 

in the Roger Kennedy Centre 
 

Morning Tea will be provided after the celebration  
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Community is more than “togetherness”, it means to care: “caring for people” 

 
Last week we celebrated our Opening College liturgy which acknowledged and expressed the reality of our existence as a 
community centred on the person of Jesus Christ. The celebration emphasised that being in community was about much 
more than “togetherness”. It was about caring for people which has its basis in love, God’s love as revealed in the life and 
public ministry of Jesus. 
 
That is, love that accepts, respects and gives thanks for the richness of difference and the diversity of human gifts. Love as 
revealed in our presence to each other as people committed to giving life to and receiving life from each other. Love as 
revealed in acts of kindness which are life-changing. Love as revealed in acts of peace-making and actions intent on building 
a spirit of community within our College as reflected in community members daily commitment to honouring our College 
mantra: “Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be a Learner”. 
 
Love as reflected in acts of courage, leadership and compassion intent on honouring our College motto: “Ready to Serve”. 
That is, love calling each of us to be servants of mercy, compassion, justice and truth by being people who resist and 
challenge the self-centredness, injustices and falsities of our times by being people who challenge discrimination, who act 
positively to be “stewards of creation” by caring for our fragile environment; by being people who are loyal and faithful to 
each other and our community and by ensuring that all who are welcomed into our community have a deep sense of 
belonging because of how we reach out to them and care for them. 
 
In January 1964, the Sisters of St Joseph, our founding order, ignited a flame which gave birth to a wonderful “spirit of 
community” which recognised that community means TO CARE for people. To care by engaging in a ministry of service 
modelling absolute respect for human dignity and trusting in the reality of God’s love. 
 
In 2020, and the years beyond, may we continue to strive together to flourish “in community” as we build a wonderful 
future as a Year 7-12 Catholic College. A future continuing to honour the Sisters of St Joseph, and all who have gone before 
us to build our community as a place of compassion, care, service and learning. A place characterised by a love of learners 
and learning; a place calling each person into the “fullness of their being” – a place centred on, inspired and nourished by 
God’s love. 
 
Larry Keating 
Principal 
 
 
 

Community means caring: caring for people 
 
“A community is not an abstract ideal. We are not striving for perfect community. Community is not 
an ideal; it is people. It is you and I. In community we are called to love people just as they are with their 
wounds and their gifts, not as we would want them to be. Community means giving them space, helping 
them to grow. It means also receiving from them so that we too can grow. It is giving each other 
freedom; it is giving each other trust; it is confirming but also challenging each other. 
 
We give dignity to each other by the way we listen to each other, in a spirit of trust and of dying to 
oneself so that the other may live, grow and give.” 
 

“From Brokenness to Community” Jean Vanier (p35-36) 1992 
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ACADEMIC ASSEMBLY 
 
Last week, in addition to acknowledging and celebrating our existence as a Christ-centred place, we 
gathered to acknowledge and celebrate our existence as a place of learning, that is a community 
placing the highest value on learners of their learning. The College staff is committed to building a 
non-judgemental collaborative culture of continuous improvement in learning. A culture where 
high standards and expectations characterise the learning process and a commitment to excellence 
prevails. Excellence in the sense of ALL students striving to experience growth and achievement in 
their learning, and being affirmed in the process for giving their best and striving to exceed it. 
 
Mr Brian Lacey, Assistant Director, for Catholic Schools in our diocese addressed the student body 
and made a presentation of Academic Achievement Awards to three of our Year 11 students – 
Ruby Bickford, Isabella Milajew and Abagail Rodwell - on account of their outstanding 
achievement in gaining 6 Grade A results on their Record of School Achievement (RoSA) issued at 
the end of Year 10. 
 
In addition, a presentation was made to Sydney Fowler (12 – 2019) who was first HSC Dux of the 
College. 
 
The “Academic Awards” ceremony honoured more than the outstanding achievements by Ruby, 
Isabella, Abagail and Sydney. It honoured what their achievements embodied. That is, students 
valuing hard work and seeing the link between hard work and success; valuing self-discipline; 
sacrifice and persistence as integral to achieving success in learning and valuing errors, failure, 
mistakes and lack of success in learning as opportunities to practice more, ask questions and try 
more earnestly. 
 
The ceremony also embodied students responding positively to what we want and expect of 
them. That is being self-motivated, believing in their capacity to achieve; accepting the 
challenge of their learning and NOT hiding behind excuses; being prepared to ask questions and 
seek feedback from their teachers when they don’t understand and seeing the importance in developing a positive 
self-concept. 
 
The ceremony also provided  the opportunity to recognise the outstanding achievements of our first 
HSC class – our class of 2019. It was a joy to have so many of the class honour us by their presence 
at the ceremony and to have  Georgia Hayes 2019 College Captain, address the assembly. Their 
success was built on the quality of care provided to them by their classroom teachers and mentors. 
It was so pleasing to hear this because, as a staff, we have a relentless focus on ensuring that we are 
community where relationships must and do come first. 
 
The ceremony concluded with a recognition of the challenge before current and future 
generations of students, teachers and parents to honour our first HSC class by building on their 
efforts and ensuring that our College rapidly matures as an outstanding Year 7 to 12 College, 
because of the quality of our care, personal formation and learning experienced by community members. 
 
Larry Keating 
Principal 

Top to bottom: 
Ruby Bickford 

Isabella Milajew 
Abagail Rodwell 

Sydney Fowler 
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2020 STAFF DIRECTORY 
LEADERSHIP TEAM:    
PRINCIPAL Larry Keating   
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL WELLBEING Benjamin Frize ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

LEARING & TEACHING 
Cathy O’Gorman 

ADMINISTRATION COORDINATOR Christina Bush MINISTRY COORDINATOR DeAnna Addicoat 
    
LEADERS OF LEARNING:  LEADERS OF WELLBEING:  
Religious Studies Elizabeth Quinlan Year 7 Daniel Beckett 
English Tracy Carpenter Year 8 Paul Dart 
Mathematics Kathrine Baguley Year 9 Sharon Smith 
Science Margaret Wright Year 10 Maryanne Murray 
HSIE Natasha Convery Year 11 Amanda Tobin 
Creative Arts/LOTE Stephen Walter Year 12 Katrina Brennan 
PDHPE Stephen Burns   
TAS Scott Asimus SCHOOL COUNSELLORS Wayne Caruana (Mon-Wed) 
Learning Technology Shane Abell  Vanessa Petersen (Thurs-Fri) 
Learning Support Tim O’Neill ESL TEACHER Carol Paterson 
Sport Annette Morgan TEACHER/LIBRARIAN Rosalind Dunn 
Acting Careers Advisor Luke Kelleher   
Acting VET Coordinator Fiona Edwards SPC/JUNIOR VINNIES 

COORDINATOR 
Joanne Meagher 

FACULTIES:    
RELIGIOUS STUDIES ENGLISH MATHEMATICS SCIENCE 
Elizabeth Quinlan Tracy Carpenter Kathrine Baguley Margaret Wright 
DeAnna Addicoat Elisa Milajew Patricia Armstrong Shane Abell 
Cathy O’Gorman Gemma Hughes Kerri Hogan Amanda Tobin 
Ruth McCrae Renae Turvey Sharon Smith Katrina Piper 
Dominic Wakely Andrew Burke Kieren Knight Anna Matthews 
Paul Dart Katrina Brennan Christina Bush Amy Lavis/Michelle Manditch 
Louise Henderson Gabrielle Turnbull Benjamin Frize Tracey Joliffe 
Brittany Coe Lisa Dionysius/Rosemary Gerard Cushan Shaun O’Regan 
Elisa Milajew Laughton Tania Eastcott Kate D’Arcy 
Elizabeth Savovski Emma Grealy Alicia Lang Luke Kelleher 
  Prue Owen/Caitlin Anderson Gerard Cushan 
  Samuel Luff Samuel Luff 
    
HSIE CREATIVE ARTS/LOTE PDHPE VET TAS 
Natasha Convery Stephen Walter Stephen Burns Fiona Edwards Scott Asimus 
Maryanne Murray Martin Speirs Annette Morgan Vanessa Dews Fiona Edwards 
Joanne Meagher Cherie Wren Daniel Beckett Kristopher Eames Nicole Abell 
Paula Finlay Ruth McCrae Jade Williams Scott Asimus Stephen McGrath 
Douglas Pitt Louise Hatcher Ben Mulligan  Tom Millen 
Vanessa Dews Carol Paterson Brittany Coe  Katia Bunn 
Aldo Rufo Paul Dart Melanie Schultz  Shane Abell 
Daniel Matzen Cathy O’Gorman Sonya Hewitt  Kristopher Eames 
Hamish McKendry Gabrielle Turnbull  Andrew Blackwell 
Rosalind Dunn Brad Trost   
 Trisha Hendrie   
    
LEARNING SUPPORT ABORIGINAL ED TEACHER PRINCIPAL’S PA Debbie Carter 
Tim O’Neill Paul McKay GENERAL OFFICE Lola Romanelli 
Vicki Gould   Linda Younger 
John Herron LIBRARY ASSISTANT  Zora Velich 
Phil Dollisson Kelly Linich  Petty Sofianos 
LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANTS   April Bisegna 
Janice Lawrence GROUNDSMEN FINANCE Helen See 
Charisse Bekens Stephen Howlett  April Bisegna 
Leya Wilson Michael Rush INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY Jonathan Tickle 
 Ian Lucietto  Rod Allan 
TAS ASSISTANT  SCIENCE LAB ASSISTANTS Sharon Butler 
Domanic Lieb   Lucia Scherrer 
    
FOOD TECH/HOSPITALITY ASSISTANTS 
Chris Shaw and Michelle Russell 

CANTEEN  
Deb Tserepas/Chris Shaw 

“BEYOND THE GATE” 
PASTORAL SUPPORT 

Lucy Karbowiak 
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DISABILITY PROVISIONS 
Disability Provisions applications for HSC exams are now open. Any student considering applying for these 
provisions please see Mr Tim O’Neill to discuss their eligibility. The closing date for applications is the last 
day of Term 1. Please note that SMCC does not make decisions about applications. The NSW Government 
Education Standards Authority (NESA) make determinations based on evidence supplied in applications. 
 
 

Assistant Principal Teaching & Learning Matters 
There are a number of matters this week that deserve your attention: 
 
Year 11 Subject Changes  
The Year 11 Subject Change Process commenced this week. Now that students have had time to settle into classes 
and learn more about the subjects they have chosen, there are a few students who are looking to change/move 
levels. For those students who are wanting to discuss possible changes to their pattern of study, they need to collect 
a Year 11 Subject Change Form from the Admin Office and then commence discussions with their Leaders of 
Learning, subject teachers, Leaders of Wellbeing, Mr Kelleher and myself.  
 
The process is as follows:  
1. Students who are wanting to make a change to their pattern of study are to collect a Year 11 Change of Subject 

Form, talk to their relevant teacher, Leader of Teacher & Learning (Studies Coordinator) and family.  
2. Students should also seek advice from Mr Kelleher and Mrs O’Gorman in relation to ATAR requirements.  
3. ALL signatures must be obtained by the student before handing the form to Mrs O’Gorman.  
4. Forms are NOT to be left at the administration office. I will be available each lunch time in my office. I am also 

available before and after school for students who are wishing to discuss further their pattern of study.  
NB. ALL request forms are due to Mrs O’Gorman by Monday 24 February. 

 
Year 7 – 12 2020 Assessment Handbooks 
All Years 7 – 12 Students now have access to their 2020 Assessment Handbooks. Year 7, 10 & 11 have received hard 
copies at assembly this week, Year 8 and 9 Handbooks are in digital form. The Handbooks are available on our 
webpage (Under the Curriculum tab) and on the front page of the Student portal. The booklets contain all 
assessment schedules and due dates/weeks for our students.  Please do not hesitate to email 
cathy.ogorman@mn.catholic.edu.au if there are any concerns/questions.  
 
Class Grading 
Several parents have made enquiries as to how classes in English and Maths are graded here at the College.  
 
This year the English Faculty has made the decision to work with unstreamed classes in Year 7 in keeping with a new 
approach to the delivery of the English curriculum. The grading of all other classes in English is informed by teacher 
feedback, demonstration of skills and knowledge in class tasks / achievement along the English continuum of 
learning throughout the year, and results in formal assessment tasks. All of these are given equal weighting. 
 
The Mathematics Faculty has chosen to stream Year 7 at the commencement of the year rather than the usual mid-
term point, hoping to cause less disruption later in the term to students’ learning and enable those vital relationships 
between student and teacher to begin to develop as soon as possible. In order to stream, the faculty teachers 
administered to all Year 7 students a short Stage 3 task that covered all the strands of Mathematics, also including a 
few more challenging questions. Conscious that it would not be fair or accurate to fully grade the cohort on one test, 
the intention has been to loosely separate those more able students, who could answer the more complex questions 
(7.1 with overflow into 7.2), from those students who needed the most intervention and support (7.6 & 7.7). All the 
other classes in Year 7 are of mixed ability. All classes will cover the same content (outcomes) and complete the 
same tasks.  
 
Please note that all Mathematics teachers are conscious of monitoring students as the year moves on and if a 
student appears to be misplaced, teachers will move the student as soon as they are identified. We will review 
placement of all our Year 7 students at the end of the year, when we have extensive data on how they are tracking 
and, depending on how the classes are organised in Year 8 2021, decide whether to stream or grade the cohort. 
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Finally, classes are fluid from year to year which is the unavoidable scenario in a year group  of 180+ 
students.  Please be assured that all students have the same opportunities as their peers and when streaming does 
occur in classes it is done so as to ensure differentiation is occurring through different strategies that provide 
students with maximum opportunity to learn and progress. 

National Minimum Testing – Years 10, 11 and 12 
As you know, 2020 is the first year students need to meet a minimum standard of literacy and numeracy to receive 
their HSC credential. I am pleased to advise that NESA has increased the number of times students can sit the 
minimum standard tests, in response to feedback from stakeholders. 

Students will have up to four times per year to sit each minimum standard reading, writing or numeracy test 
providing more opportunities for students to demonstrate they have met the standard. Students can take the tests 
from Year 10 until up to five years after starting their first HSC course.  Provisions for the minimum standard tests 
are available for some students with disability.  

Year 10 students will have the opportunity to sit for the first round of testing in Term 1, Week 10. Communication 
will go out to all families prior to this time. Please see the flyer in the newsletter for further information.  

Year 12 HSC & ATAR Information Evening  

All Year 12 students and parents are invited to attend an information evening being held in the college library 
commencing at 7pm on Tuesday 25 February. The evening will cover a variety of topics including HSC Marks and 
Structure, Scaling Process, ATAR and University Admissions information. I encourage all families to be in 
attendance as we seek to work in partnership with you in order to best support our HSC students through the year 
ahead.  

Cathy O’Gorman 
Assistant Principal – Learning and Teaching 
 
 

 

 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

Sunday 1 March to Saturday 7 March 
 

Events at St Mary’s Catholic College 
 

Tuesday 5 March 
Information Evening for Year 7 (2021) for Parents/Carers – RKC – 7pm 

 
Thursday 7 March 

Year 7 Grandparent’s Liturgy – see notice in this newsletter 
meet at the Roger Kennedy Centre (RKC) 

 
Open Day and Morning Tea – 10.00am to 11.30am – Tour of Inspection included 

Please meet at the RKC 
 

Open Evening – 5.00pm to 6.00pm – meet at the RKC 
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CAPA FACULTY 
 
Senior Drama Excursion  
Last week Year 10 and 11 Drama students headed to the Seymour Centre to see OnStage and Writers OnStage/OnScreen. These 
exhibitions allowed students to see a collection of the best HSC works from 2019 in areas such as theatre criticism, solo and 
group performances, scripts, design projects and research/director projects. Feedback from the excursion has been 
overwhelmingly positive and students have been able to analyse and deconstruct the works they saw, gaining insight into what 
lies ahead of them in their own individual and group projects. Thank you to Mrs Turnbull for her support of us on the day and to 
the students who represented us so admirably. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 & 11 Drama students gathered at Sydney University prior to OnStage Matinee 
 

 
Year 12 Info Night 
 
Next Tuesday night 25th February at 7pm a Year 12 Information Night will be held in the College Library. Information 
on HSC Rules and Procedures, ATAR, Careers and Key Dates for Year 12 will be the topics of the night, chaired by 
Assistant Principal Learning and Teaching, Mrs Cathy O’Gorman.  
 
This is an important opportunity for parents and students of Year 12, 2020, to become better informed about the 
particulars of the year ahead and to ask questions to clarify understanding of all things HSC. We look forward to 
seeing you there. 
 
Katrina Brennan 
Year 12 Leader of Wellbeing 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION MATTERS 
 
CONTINUING “EARLY LEAVERS” PASS 
If your child requires to leave school early on a regular basis, they will be issued with an “Early Leaver’s Pass”.  To 
request a pass, please send a letter of request to the Principal via the Front Office.  The request must be signed by a 
parent/guardian and clearly state the day(s) and times(s) when the early release is required. 
 
ONE-OFF “EARLY LEAVERS” 
If your child needs to leave school early for an appointment, please provide them with an explanation note. Your 
child will show this to their class teacher to allow them to leave early. Students then sign-out at the Front Office and 
hand in the note. This alleviates the need for a parent to come into the Front Office to sign their child out. 
 
Thank you. 



St Mary’s Catholic College Gateshead – Newsletter 01/20  Thursday 6 February 2020 
 

10 | P a g e  
 

Mathematics News 
 
How we arranged year 7 classes in 2020 
In previous years both the English and Mathematics Faculties have loosely streamed Year 7 in about Week 6 or 7 or 
Term One. However, this year the English Faculty made the decision to work with unstreamed classes in keeping 
with a new approach to the delivery of the English curriculum.  Consequently, the Mathematics Faculty decided to 
stream at the commencement of the school year. We were hoping that this would cause less disruption to the 
students’ learning and enable those vital relationships between student and teacher to begin to develop as soon as 
possible.  
 
In order to stream we administered to all Year 7 students a short Stage 3 task that covered all the strands of 
Mathematics, also including a few more challenging questions. I marked all 180 papers and took note of those 
students who had the correct solutions to the higher order questions. As it would not be fair or accurate to fully 
grade the cohort on one test, our intention was just to separate those more able students from those students who 
needed the most support. With this intent in mind, we simply put the students who answered the more challenging 
questions in 7MAT1 with some overflow into 7MAT2 and the students needing the most support in 7MAT6 and 
7MAT7, in order to keep smaller numbers in these two classes enabling intervention and support.  This means that 
all the other classes in Year 7 are of mixed ability. 
 
Please be assured that all classes will cover the same content (outcomes) and complete the same tasks. All 
Mathematics teachers are conscious of monitoring students as the year moves on and if a student appears to be 
misplaced, we would move the student as soon as they are identified. We will review placement of all our Year 7 
students at the end of the year, when we have extensive data on how they are tracking and, depending on how the 
classes are organised in Year 8 2021, decide whether to stream or grade the cohort. 
 Please be assured that no student will be disadvantaged by these moves and all students will be given the same 
opportunities to succeed in Mathematics whatever class they are in.  
 
 
On line Mathematics accounts. 
All St Mary’s students have a Mathsonline account paid for by the school. Their logins and passwords are now 
available and will be issued to them in the coming weeks. This is an excellent resource for all students to complete 
review exercises and tests and to watch videos explaining concepts covered in class. Years 7 to 10 also have a 
Hotmaths account too, the cost of which is covered by parents in the student’s school fees. These logins and 
passwords should come in the next few weeks. This is also a great resource for revision with quizzes, review tests 
and even some excellent games. 
 
Kathrine Baguley 
Mathematics Coordinator 
 
 

  

 

 
P&F MEETING 

 
Please join us in the St Mary’s Café  

for the P&F Meeting on  
Monday 24 February at 6.30pm 
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ENGLISH NEWS 
 
English in 2020 

 
Literacy is a bridge from misery to hope. It is a tool for daily life in modern society. It is a bulwark against poverty, and a building 

block of development … For everyone, everywhere, literacy is, along with education in general, a basic human right... Literacy is … 
the road to human progress and the means through which every man, woman and child can realise his or her full potential. 

― Kofi Annan 
 
This year, SMCC English Faculty has developed a new, explicit focus on literacy that will run in conjunction with the delivery of 
the English syllabus. This comes as a result of reviewing student progress across all year groups, and identification that each 
student does not have the capacity to achieve their full potential without a strong development of their literacy skills. 
 
So what is literacy? In its simplest form, it is skills in reading and writing.  
 
But, did you know that there are FIVE levels of comprehension? It is not just about reading. First of all, one must understand the 
words. If children are reading for 20 minutes per day they are exposed to 1 800 000 words per year! Compare this to the child 
who reads for one minute per day – they are exposed to only 8 000 words per year. This child faces extreme disadvantage in 
their literacy development. The second level of comprehension is the literal understanding of what is being read. To truly be 
successful in reading, students must master the third, forth and fifth levels of comprehension which requires deep 
understanding to answer more abstract questions about why? how? and, what if? They must question what authors are saying 
to their readers. They need to synthesise the ideas from their reading with their own world. These are higher order thinking 
processes that need to be explicitly taught and learnt. 
 
Successful writing is never about simply putting pen to paper and writing the first ideas that come to mind. Planning, structuring 
and connecting ideas; refining word choice to create tone and mood; using a variety of punctuation marks; crafting sentences in 
different ways; knowing the words to use to persuade, inform or entertain an audience; and, the process of editing are all 
imperative to successful writing. Successful writing will not occur by chance. 
 
To ensure we are working with your children to develop their skills and knowledge in both literacy and English, Years 7-10 will all 
engage in a DEAR reading program in every lesson. This will work in conjunction with our VCOP program (Vocabulary, 
Connectives, Openers, Punctuation) that closely focuses on the development of writing and language skills to enhance student’s 
skills in reading and writing. English classes will actively talk about imaginative ideas and word choices and will be encouraged to 
take these discussions home to their families and expand on their ideas before completing writing tasks. We invite you to 
participate in these discussion and enjoy the experience of seeing your child/ren deepen their engagement with words and 
ideas.  
 
Assessment will also look a little different in years 7-9: 
 
- Assessment of learning in Year 7 will occur through ongoing observation and measurement of achievement in multiple 

responding and composing tasks each term. These will be discussed with students prior to being completed and as part of 
their normal course work. This practice provides students with independent feedback in their learning and the collation of 
ongoing records of teacher observation to inform student grade achievement for semester reports. Teachers will be able to 
discuss student progression with you at parent teacher interviews. It is extremely important that parents and students 
understand that these tasks will derive from their class work; students should apply themselves to learning during every 
lesson to maximise their growth in learning. 

 
- Years 8 and 9 will complete 3 different types of assessment this year. Their first observations of learning will be made in the 

same way as detailed for Year 7 above. They will complete several writing tasks from now up until Term 2, Week 2 that will 
be used to measure student growth in learning.  Their second assessment task will be a formal in-class assessment that 
measures what they have learnt at the end of a unit of work. This will measure their skill and knowledge development in 
literacy and English. Their third task will be an end of year examination that assesses reading, responding and composing 
skills (literacy and English).  

 
It is important to note that all assessment of learning in English is designed to measure each student’s independent ability. We 
are not equipping our students for success if we simply ask them to recount what they ‘remember’.  
 
Tracy Carpenter 
English Coordinator 
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Library 
 
Premier’s Reading Challenge 
It’s not too late to enter the 2020 NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge. Come by the library 
and pick up the permission slip and the reading log to get a start for this fantastic 
challenge. We do need this permission slip signed by parents/carers and returned to the 
library for registration. For a complete list of books included in this year’s challenge, please 
follow the link below: 
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/booklist/readingLog.html 
 
St. Mary’s Book Club 
The St. Mary’s Book Club launched on Friday February 14th on Library Lovers Day. Several students came by to share their 
love of the Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling. Students were enthralled with the magical spells of our Teacher 
Librarian/Head Wizard Mrs. Dunn. If you missed this event, don’t worry we’ll host another fun event next term with 
another selected book – so watch this space! Below are some action photos of the junior wizards from the launch. 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chess Team Try-outs 
We had a fantastic turn-out for the try-outs for our St. Mary’s Chess Team. The round-robin began on Wednesday 
February 19th February with 20 players competing. Players will compete in the round robin over lunchtime in the library, 
with the team being selected after the try-outs are completed. Keep your eye on this space for updates on our mighty 
Chess Team. 
 
Rosalind Dunn / Brad Trost 
Teacher Librarians 
 
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rosalind Dunn, Teacher Librarian                                
Brad Trost, Library, Visual Art Teacher 
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Yr11 Catholic Thought Excursion 
This week the Year 11 Studies in Catholic Thought travelled to Sydney to visit St Mary’s Cathedral and the NSW Art 
Gallery. This was to examine the foundations of the Stage 6 course and to allow the students to get a close-up view 
of these. 
  
The students travelled to and from Sydney by train and demonstrated a mature approach to the excursion and 
contributed ideas while involved in the activities while touring both venues. 
 
David, their tour guide at St Mary’s Cathedral, was impressed with their willingness to respond to the experience 
through their attentiveness and respect of themselves and others. 
 
The NSW Art Gallery allowed for the students to examine a variety of art pieces that reflected their own choice of 
study. The Portrait Gallery, Modern Australia and Yiribana Gallery were visited and resulted in animated discussions.  
Thank you to all students for making the day so worthwhile and enjoyable. 
 
Mrs Joanne Meagher 
RE Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
SPORT 
 
CCC Rugby League 
Congratulations extend to Harper Such and Baylen Lowe who were successful in being 
selected to the Northern Country squad.  
 
Congratulations also extend to Cameron Howard of the NSW Hurricanes who has made 
the Australian Squad. 
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SWIMMING CARNIVAL 2020 
 
Wednesday 26 February – Lambton Pool 
 
The St Mary’s High School swimming carnival will be held at Lambton Pool (Durham Road, Lambton) on 
Wednesday 26 February.  As this is a normal school day ALL students are expected to attend and 
contribute to their house by entering events and adding to the fun and friendly competition on the day. 
 
Students will be transported to the pool by bus immediately following roll call at 9.00am and return by 
approximately 2.45pm in time for normal buses. There is no cost for the day.  Any student who wishes to 
travel to the carnival by private transport must provide a note to Mrs Morgan by Tuesday 25 February.  
Students are expected to remain at the carnival until it is completed and afternoon rolls are marked.  This 
demonstrates positive school spirit and a commitment to fairness by supporting houses and contributing 
to clean up responsibilities. 
 
Canteen facilities will be available on a limited basis only and access will be under teacher direction only.  
Students should bring their own lunch and most importantly water, to avoid dehydration.  
 
If bad weather is forecast for the day of the carnival, any decision to cancel will be made on the day prior 
(Tuesday 26 February).  A normal school day will go ahead on the Wednesday if the carnival is cancelled. 
 
The following are NOT permitted at council pools. 

 Coloured hairspray 
 Crepe paper and decorations eg streamers, confetti 

 
CLOTHING:  All students are required to wear a shirt at the carnival except when swimming. This is 
consistent with Sun Safe Policy. It is preferred that students swim in a one piece or competition swimmers. 
All other swimwear should be covered with a rash shirt or singlet.  Students are NOT to wear any 
inappropriate or revealing clothing.  
 
Students are encouraged to “dress up” in their house colours. Sports uniform may also be worn.  Any 
costumes should be appropriate and comply with sun safety guidelines.  
 
Maximum participation by every student is our aim for the day. If any students are unable to participate in 
swimming events on the day, they must provide an explanatory note to Roll Call teachers prior to the 
commencement of the carnival. Where possible, students will be assigned tasks to assist in the smooth 
running of the carnival. 
 
As the Swimming Carnival falls on Ash Wednesday, the St Mary’s community will acknowledge it with 
prayer before the carnival. 
 
Annette Morgan 
Sport Coordinator 

  

REMINDER TO PARENTS: 
 
St Mary’s has a duty of care to all students during school hours. Therefore, students participating in 
an external sport on a Friday afternoon will only be released from that sport if they are collected IN 
PERSON by a parent/caregiver. Thank you for your understanding. 
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Please see below instructions on how to set up an account with regard to Catholic Schools NSW 
Sport. If you have any queries concerning this process please contact 
Annette.morgan@mn.catholic.edu.au 
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Term 1 Calendar 2020 
 

Week 5 (A Week) 
Mon 24 February P&F Association Meeting – College Café 6.30pm 
Wed 26 February Swimming Carnival – Lambton Pool 
Thurs 27 February Year 7 HPV & Boostrix vaccinations 
Week 6 (B Week) 
Sun 1 March Catholic Schools Week begins 
Mon 2 March Bishop-Senior Leaders Retreat 
Tues 3 March Enrolment Information Evening (2021) – RKC 7.00pm 
Wed 4 March Landcare – “Clean Up Australia” Day 
Thurs 5 March  Year 7 Grandparents Liturgy – 9.00am - RKC 

 Open Day – 10.00-11.30am (includes Morning Tea) – meeting point RKC 
 Open Day – 5.00-6.00pm – RKC 
 Newsletter 3.20 

Week 7 (A Week) 
Tues 10 March Diocesan Swimming Carnival 
Week 8 (B Week) 
Wed 18 March  White Card Training 
Thurs 19 March  St Joseph’s Feast Day  

 Newsletter 4.20 
Week 9 (A Week) 
Mon 23  NAPLAN Practice Dates (23.03.20 to 09.04.20) 
Wed 25 March  Feast of the Annunciation – School Feast Day 

 College Feast Day – Liturgy, Investiture of SPC Leaders and celebrations 
Week 10 (B Week) 
Tues 31 March Senior Music Evening at Lizotte’s 6.30pm 
Thurs 2 April Diocesan Team Tennis Championships 

Newsletter 5.20 
Fri 3 April Final Day for Year 7 (2021) Enrolment Applications due to General Office 
Week 11 (A Week) 
Wed 8 April Landcare 
Thurs 9 April  Easter Liturgy 

 Holy Thursday 
 Last Day of Term 

Fri 10 April Good Friday (Public Holiday) 
Sunday 12 April Easter Sunday 

 
 

2021 ENROLMENT  INFORMATION EVENING
YEARS 7 TO 12

Tuesday 3 March – Roger Kennedy Centre – 7.00pm


