
Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members 
  
PUTTING THE PROCESS OF LEARNING AT THE HEART OF CHANGE 
The COVID-19 pandemic led to fundamental shifts of teaching practice. Students and teachers experienced a new way of being 
“in school”, of being learners and educators, of using technology to accelerate learning and employing processes and structures 
which facilitated deeper student engagement in learning. Students experienced improved learner agency; more time to apply, 
reflect on and record the meaning and significance of their learning; more time to engage in flexible learning options and to 
think and engage conceptually with their teachers. 
 
Teachers were able to shift the focus of learning from the content (the what) of learning, to the process (the how) of learning 
and to reflect with their students on their reason for their learning, (the why) of learning. Teachers had more time to consider 
with students the application of their learning; to engage in independent enquiry and to take the emphasis away from teacher-
centred whole class instruction. Teachers also had more listening time to conference with their students, to provide indepth 
feedback which is such a vital factor in students’ success in their learning, and to engage more effectively in the process of 
assessment AS and FOR learning thereby providing more immediate and impactful feedback to students about how to progress 
in their learning. 
 
Students, parents and staff have been surveyed about the impact of the changes on students’ learning, their sense of wellbeing 
and whether or not we should continue with lessons of longer length which have facilitated fundamental shifts in classroom 
pedagogy and the use of technology as a tool to support learning. As a teaching staff, we have reflected on and shared what we 
have learnt from the “pandemic teaching and learning” experience. This has led to a consideration of what changes we have to 
make to prevent our pedagogical “innovation curve” coming to an abrupt end. We have learned so much that “to simply re-
embrace what was will destroy what could be”. It would also fail to honour the wishes of a majority of students, parents and 
staff who have expressed support for change. 
 
In recognition of this reality, and our commitment to being a generative community, characterised by continuous improvement 
in learning, leading and wellbeing, a staff sub-committee was formed to coordinate a process of collaborative decision-making 
to determine the level of support for moving from a six to a four period day in order.  
Why are we doing this? 
 
We are doing this to create the opportunity to engage in a pedagogical and cultural change which, as the experience of the 
pandemic teaching and learning period demonstrated, has the potential to better engage students in the learning process, 
deepen their learning; shift the focus from the content to the process of learning; enhance their ability to become independent 
learners with the capacity to self-regulate their own learning; improve their sense of wellbeing and build their capacity to 
acquire and apply skills such as teamwork, problem-solving, collaboration, communication, critical thinking, creativity, as well as 
learning how to learn which are critical to being able to effectively engage in the workforce in their post-school years.  
 
The collaborative decision-making process resulted in support for the following outcomes: 
 

• The College will move from a six to a four period day from the beginning of the 2021 academic year 

• The change will be trialled for two years as an action research project. 

• As an action research project, the implementation and effectiveness of the change will be monitored and evaluated 
by Professor John Fischetti and members of his team from the Faculty of Arts, Education and Humanities at the 
University of Newcastle. Professor Fischetti is currently the pro-Vice Chancellor of the Faculty.
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Today, Professor Fischetti engaged in an initial Zoom meeting with members of the staff sub-committee. He 
expressed his excitement about having the opportunity to be involved in the project over the coming years. He 
outlined his prior involvement in many such projects since 1990 and his deep understanding of the challenges and 
the ultimate advantages that flow from such a project. He commended the teaching staff on their courage in being 
prepared to embrace such a change. 
 
Our commitment as a College is to build a culture of continuous improvement in wellbeing, learning and leading and 
such is only possible if staff are open to “new possibilities”, deeply respected in their personal development, are 
prepared to embrace the responsibility we all have to rise above personal comfort and accept our mission in life’s 
journey to become more than we currently are. This is the task of the educator. It takes courage, requires critical 
reflection on one’s practice and, in the context of contemporary education, the realisation that we have to break out 
of the industrial model of education which has existed for the past 150 years and imbue our students with a new set 
of skills and learning dispositions which will better enable them to embrace an unknown future in our technologically 
charged and rapidly changing world. 
 
Our students are so fortunate in having teachers who are committed to exploring new ways of “being in school”; 
ways that enhance students’ sense of wellbeing and enable them to thrive as people and as learners as we strive to 
put the process of learning at the heart of change. 
 
Blessings 
 
Larry Keating 
Principal 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2021 COLLEGE LEADERS 
 
Dear parents, caregivers, and community members, 
 
It is with great pleasure that we announce the College Student Leadership Team of 2020-21: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Ruby Bickford Natalie Harris McKinlay Geelan Charlie Thompson 
 
After a significant process of discernment which involved a student application, the delivery of speeches, student 
and staff voting and participation in a panel interview I would like to acknowledge the outstanding efforts of the 
following nine student candidates for the position of College Leader: 
 
McKinlay Geelan, Jack Ollerton, Charlie Thompson, Ruby Bickford, Natalie Harris, Jade Johnson, Grace O’Connell, 
Danielle Papadopoulos, and Myah Sullivan. 
 
The decision by the panel was a difficult one, with each candidate responding to the challenging process with 
heartfelt sincerity and a clear vision for how the College motto, Ready to Serve may be lived out in the coming 
academic year. In recognition of their efforts, each has been offered the opportunity to participate in the Student 
Leadership Team which will support the College student leaders. 
 
Ben Frize 
Assistant Principal - Wellbeing 
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STUDY SKILLS HANDBOOK NEWSLETTER TIP FOR SEPTEMBER 
  
The Power of Collaborative Learning 
  
Learning with other students can be a very powerful way to improve your learning outcomes. You might be sitting 
next to each other discussing what you are learning or working together in a group online and sharing your screens 
or giving a friend feedback about an assignment. There are many benefits to learning to work with other students. 
  
MOTIVATION: Studying together can be much more motivating than studying on your own. Setting targets and 
working towards them together can help keep you focused on completing assignments. Often study done together is 
more active and engaging than studying on your own and this is much better for retention.  
  
DEEPEN UNDERSTANDING:  Discussing with a friend, being able to bounce ideas off each other, ask each other 
questions – all of these activities will help strength your neural networks and deepen your understanding of what 
you are learning. This can help to develop our higher order thinking skills.  
  
DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES: Sometimes we don’t realise that we are only looking at things in one particular way and 
there are different and diverse viewpoints to ours. Learning with a friend can help you see things in a different light 
and broaden your perspective. This can help develop our critical thinking skills.   
  
BUILD TEAMWORK SKILLS: Learning to cooperate, negotiate and problem solve with other people is a great skill to 
have in later life. By learning with other students, you will have opportunities to learn to be a more active participant 
in group work and also develop communication and leadership skills.  
  
 Our school’s subscription details are –  
www.studyskillshandbook.com.au  
Username:  stmarys 
Password:  106results 
 
 

http://www.studyskillshandbook.com.au/
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – LEARNING & TEACHING 
 

YEAR 11 Examination Block commences Week 8 - 7th September 2020 
 
I take this opportunity to remind Year 11 students that it is important to plan for the coming exam weeks.  
 
Reading exam timetables carefully, asking questions of teachers and planning study time across these 
weeks will allow students to prepare confidently. Time management and planning for study means taking 
an honest and realistic look at how time is spent both at school and at home. 
 
I encourage students to talk to their teachers and to seek assistance if required during this exam period. A 
study space is provided for our students during the scheduled exams. All students need to sign in at the 
Administration building if staying on campus and will have supervised study provided in the Café during the 
two exam weeks. 
 
A copy of the examination timetable is included in this newsletter. 
 
 
Year 12 HSC Preparation 
 
Year 12 students will have received Trial Examination results this week.  While some students will 
experience success and rewards for hard work and preparation, there are others who will have 
disappointment in the results. The challenge for ALL students is to learn from the feedback provided by 
teachers. These examination results are an opportunity for students to learn where their areas of strength 
and challenge are. Questions such as “What next?” and “Where to from here?” show a mindset that is 
open to growth and learning.  
 
The time, effort and attention put into the feedback by teachers will enable students to address areas for 
development – collaborating with teachers, working TOGETHER towards growth and improvement in these 
final weeks. I encourage all year 12 students to take advantage of these last few weeks with their teachers 
to review, respond and learn from the final assessments completed.  
 
In closing, a huge congratulations to all our Year 12 students for their excellent conduct during the exam 
period, and for their manners and respect of all supervisors. A steady, calm approach to the HSC exams, 
such as we have seen these past two weeks, will ensure smooth running of the external HSC exams here at 
the College. In Week 10 students will have a chance to meet with Mr John Wakeley, our presiding Officer, 
who will have oversight of the HSC Examination Operations.  
 
Cathy O’Gorman 
Assistant Principal – Learning & Teaching 
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LEADER OF WELLBEING – YEAR 10 – MRS MARYANNE MURRAY 
During the week it was brought to my attention that an out of school event is being organised by a student and 
parent. The student made the arrangements via the student email. I would like to respectfully remind all 
students and parents that as the event is not a school endorsed function it is not acceptable to use the school 
email service in this manner. 
 
In this regard I would like to draw your attention also to Mr Gerard Mowbray’s communication distributed via 
Compass on Wednesday 2 September concerning Year 12 Formal arrangements in the current COVID climate. 
Consistent with Mr Mowbray’s communication, the sentiment remains the same for any other year group 
formal at the present time. Your continued support to keep all community members safe during this time of 
uncertainty is greatly appreciated. 
 
Maryanne Murray 
Leader of Wellbeing – Year 10 
 

LEADER OF WELLBEING – YEAR 11 – MRS AMANDA TOBIN 
Leaders Day and Speeches 
 
On Wednesday 19th August, the year 11 nominees for College leaders attended a Leaders day held at St Mary’s in the 
Roger Kennedy Centre. Twelve students nominated themselves for the leadership position and attended the day 
which was run by Mrs De-Anna Addicoat and me. All twelve students put themselves forward to be a member of the 
school leadership team. From this day nine of the students decided to take the next step in the process of becoming 
one of the four College leaders who will head this leadership team.  
 
The Leaders day was structured around a number of sessions designed to help the students reflect on what makes a 
good leader and the qualities that they themselves possess that would enable them to become good leaders. The 
morning started with ice breaking and team building activities organised by Mrs Cathy O’Gorman leading into a 
reflection on what Service Leadership means in terms of St Mary’s Josephite heritage.  
 
Helene O’Neill began the second session with team building activities focussing on students getting to know the 
other students and the building of a team mentality. Dividing into two groups the students developed a leadership 
plan that they felt could be followed during their leadership period and each group presented their ideas. These will 
be reflected upon over the coming twelve months to help the team decide on avenues of action that they would like 
to develop.  
 
The session the students reported back as being the most beneficial to them of the day’s activities was the final one. 
This involved each student reflecting on the leadership qualities they had witnessed in the students throughout the 
day and then giving this feedback to each of the students one student at a time. While the students found this a 
humbling experience many said they were surprised to find that others found qualities in them that they were not 
necessarily aware of themselves.  
 
The nine students who nominated for the College Leaders position gave speeches to the year 11 students via a 
team’s meeting on Tuesday 25th August. The year 11 were then given the opportunity to vote. The speeches were 
taped so that the teachers could watch them before they voted.  
 
All nine students were exceptional in the presentation of their speeches. The speeches without exception displayed 
good preparation and thought and the students presented themselves very well speaking clearly and passionately 
about their vision as leaders at St Mary’s. Each of these students was then interviewed by the Leadership team and 
me prior to College Leaders being announced. 
 
As the year 11 Coordinator I want to express the pride I had in all of the students who put so much of themselves 
into the Leaders day and those that followed up with the speech and interview. All of the students showed strong 
leadership qualities and I am looking forward to working with the whole Leadership team during their year 12 year. 
 
Mrs Amanda Tobin 
Leader of Wellbeing – Year 11 
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Year 12 Music 2020 
 
St Mary’s Year 12 Music Class has finished their HSC Trial Practical 
Examination in Week 6. The students performed with confidence. They are 
now preparing for their HSC Practical Examination in Week 9, Thursday 
September 17th, 2020.  
                        
As part their preparation, the students will perform their full program of 
work – 4 pieces each on Monday September 7th at their Year 12 Music 
Soiree. The Soiree begins at 3.30pm. The students will perform to a small 
audience (in line with social distancing), and the event will be linked to a 
live stream via TEAMS for family and friends to enjoy. A link will be 
provided to join via TEAMS on Monday.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We wish the class all the best for the Soiree and for their practical exam on Thursday September 17th.  We are all 
proud of their achievements in Music 1.  
 
Ruth McCrae 
Music Teacher 
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CHINESE 
 
Students in Chinese Stage 4 have been working hard to prepare for their first 
Summative Assessment so last week we took some time out to learn how to use 
Chopsticks in the 'Chopstick Challenge'. The activity was made all the sweeter 
with the M&Ms and Skittles they needed to pick up and move. We were careful 
to sanitise hands, desks and brand new chopsticks were given to the students. 
 
Some students had never really known how to use chopsticks before and 
thanked me for showing them how to use them properly. Oliver Austin 
in 8.1 was even able to throw his candy in the air with his chopsticks 
and catch it in his mouth.  
 
We also talked about chopsticks originally being an implement to stir 
and cook food and evolved into an eating implement. The students 
also learned that they can be put together as a spooning tool to eat 
rice close to your mouth from your bowl. 
 
Students are working really 
hard and in this assessment 
period it was nice to have 
some fun together. Well done 
Year 8 Chinese, you guys are 
killing it. 
 

Carol Paterson 

Chinese, Music, EALD 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Citizenship Recognition for Richard 
 
A special mention needs to be made for one of our Year 7 students who found a wallet 
on the side of the road on his way home from school. Richard Maika-Julius was riding 
home and noticed a lady’s wallet on the side of the road, and he stopped and picked it 
up. He opened it to note that it belonged to a teacher at St Mary’s Gateshead and he 
immediately arranged for the teacher to be contacted and for the wallet to be 
returned.  
 
His honesty and citizenship is very much appreciated. 
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“BE COVID SAFE” 
 

• If your child is sick they MUST NOT come to school. 
You must keep them at home and away from others. 

• Students absent or sent home due to flu like 
symptoms need to be tested 

• Staff and students must not return to school or work 
until they return a negative COVID-19 result and are 
symptoms free 

• Schools must sight the negative COVID-19 test result 
prior to allowing students and staff to return to 
school 
 

• Please encourage your children to: 
 
o  tell their teacher if they become sick at school 

 
o Wash their hands with soap and water and use hand sanitiser on 

a regular basis during the day, particularly before and after 
eating, and after going to the toilet 
 

o Cover coughs and sneezes with their elbow or tissue 
 

o Avoid touching their eyes, nose and mouth 
 

o NOT share food or drink 
 

o Place used tissues straight into the bin 
 
o All community members to adhere, where possible, to the 

1.5metre social distancing etiquette 
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LIBRARY MATTERS 
 
NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge 2020 
Congratulations to the following students on their successful completion of this year’s NSW Premier’s Reading 
Challenge. Students were required to read 20 books during the year and submit their reading list for approval by 
August 28th: 
 
Lucas Stace  – Year 9 *Recipient of the Premier’s Medal of Achievement for completion every year from 

Kindergarten through to Year 9. Congratulations Lucas! 
Greg Fabrikanov – Year 9 
Chloe Fabrikanov  – Year 9 
Paddy Layton  – Year 9 
Kate Erby   – Year 7 
William Kuskopf  – Year 7 
Oliver Beath  – Year 7 
 
Chess team update  
 
The St. Mary’s Chess team received a forfeit from 
Hunter Christian School in the previous round of 
the NSW Junior Chess League Country Secondary 
Schools competition and are now scheduled to 
challenge St. Joseph’s High School, Aberdeen on 
September 9th.  
 
We wish our team all the success in their semi-final 
match. 
 
Rosalind Dunn, Teacher Librarian                                           
Brad Trost, Library/Visual Art Teacher 
 
  

How we can make things better? 

• Make schools more accessible  

for indigenous children, as many  
communities are isolated. 

• Make school more engaging for 

the indigenous children and teach  
them about their culture and  
language. 

• Employ more teachers who are 

indigenous or have the knowledge  
of Aboriginal culture. 

By Tom Breasley, Jack Hogan and William Hooper 
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ABORIGINAL EDUCATION 
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

 

May all fathers, grandfathers and great-grandfathers 

be blessed this Sunday 

with expressions of gratitude and thanks 

for their commitment and contributions 

to the gift of family and parenthood. 

 

 

https://tonyburgess1969.net/2017/06/18/happy-fathers-day-to-dads-of-all-types-today/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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TERM 3 CALENDAR 2020 

Week 8 (B Week) 

Sun 6 Sept Father’s Day 

Mon 7 Sept to Fri 18 Sept incl Year 11 Examinations – Week 1 

Week 9 (B Week) 

Mon 14 Sept to Fri 18 Sept incl Year 11 Examinations continue 

Mon 14 Sept to Fri 18 Sept incl Year 10 Work Placement  

Thurs 17 Sept Newsletter 15/20 published 

Fri 18 Sept “Formal Friday” 

Week 10 (A Week) 

Tues 22 Sept Transfer of Leadership from 2020 to 2021 Leaders 

Weds 23 Sept Landcare 

Thurs 24 Sept - Year 12 Reports, Awards and References issues 
- Year 12 Awards Ceremony – COLA – Year 12 Students ONLY according to 

COVID-19 safety protocols  
- Year 12 Clap-Out 

Fri 25 Sept Last Day of Term 

 

 

2020 – YEAR 12 GRADUATION ACTIVITIES – WEEK 10 
 

• Will be significantly modified to ensure COVID-19 safety protocols are 

maintained 

• Parents/Carers will NOT be able to attend 

• Activities on Thursday 24 September will be live streamed for 

parents/carers and video recording of all events will be made for 

families 

• The whole school will NOT be able to assemble for a Final Year 12 

Assembly 

• There will be NO Graduation Mass 

• There will be NO Year 12 Formal 

 

 
 

 
CHANGE TO ALINTA UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 

 
From Monday 24 August, the opening times will now be 12.45pm to 3.30pm 

Wednesday and Thursday’s hours remain the same – 8.00am to 10.00am 


