
1 | P a g e  
 

 
Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members 
 
REPORTING, INTERVIEWS AND A CONSIDERATION OF WHERE TO NEXT? 
 
In the coming days, your children in Years 7 to 10 will receive their Semester One reports. The report will consist of data, 
of a quantitative and qualitative nature, describing the level of proficiency your children have attained in each course of 
study. 
 
A school report and associated parent-student-teacher interview are of little or no value to parents and teachers and do 
not enhance students’ growth in learning unless students are challenged to OWN their learning and assessment of that 
learning, and engage in a process of self-assessment and self-evaluation of their learning in order to improve it. This 
requires a consideration by them of the following questions before and at the time of the interview: 
 

 What am I learning? 
 How am I doing? 
 How do I know? 
 How can I improve? 
 Where do I go for help? 

 
The focus of each interview in Week 1, Term 3 will be on each child/student addressing the questions in the presence of 
their parents/carers and teachers. The life-blood of parent-student-teacher interviews is dialogue. The students who 
benefit the most from the dialogue will be those who have engaged in prior detailed consideration of the five questions. 
 
Please encourage your child/children to engage with the question before the interviews and be prepared to participate 
in a conversation with you and their teachers about their current progress in their learning so that all can agree on the 
“where to next?” question. That is, agreement is gained on very specific and realistic learning goals to be achieved 
during the next semester. 
 
The students’ role in setting the goals is to ask the following questions: 
 

 What do I need to do to improve? 
 What is my next step? 
 How can you help me? 
 How can I help myself? 

(“Clarity…..” Lyn Sharratt, 2019, p144) 
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The objective of a parent-student-teacher interview is for each student to gain a clear sense of direction for moving their 
learning forward. That is, to experience growth in their learning in each course of study. They will do this best if they 
OWN their learning and the assessment of their learning; engage in self-assessment and self-evaluation and seek the 
support and guidance of their teachers and parents/carers, in setting specific and realistic learning goals to be achieved 
during the next semester. 
 
May you and your family enjoy a safe and peaceful winter vacation. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Larry Keating 
Principal 
 
 

PARENT/STUDENT/TEACHER INTERVIEW ARRANGEMENTS 
Thursday 15th and Friday 16th July 

 
Parent/Student/Teacher interviews – Years 7-10 – for Semester 1 will be held Week 1, Term 3, on Thursday 15 July – 
3.30pm to 6.30pm and Friday 16 July – 8.00am to 4.00pm. All parents/carers are encouraged to meet with your child’s 
teachers to enable your child to account for their learning and engage in dialogue with you and their teachers in order to 
establish specific and realistic goals for Semester 2. For booking arrangements, please see Mrs Cathy O’Gorman’s 
article in this newsletter. 
 
All classes in all years will run as per the timetable on Thursday 15 July. On Friday, 16 July, ONLY Years 11 and 12 will 
have classes as per their timetable. Students in Years 7-10 will only be required to attend the College on Friday 16 July to 
attend scheduled interviews. 
 
 

STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING – NEXT TUESDAY 22 JUNE, 2021 
 
Next Tuesday, 22 June, 2021, the teaching staff will engage in a Professional Learning session intent on deepening their 
understanding of Gifted and Talented education. They will be led through a detailed analysis of CoGat data, how to 
interpret it and how to better apply this interpretation to improve the educational outcomes for gifted and talented 
students. 
 
The course will require an extension of the scheduled professional learning time and as a consequence the school day 
will end for ALL students at 2.45pm. Students will be dismissed from the College at 2.45pm and students needing to 
catch buses will be supervised until their buses have departed the College. 
 

 
MONDAY 12 JULY 2021 

 
“PUPIL FREE” – STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING DAY 

 
Year 7 to 12 return to classes for Term 3 on 

 
TUESDAY 13 JULY, 2021 
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FEAST DAY FUNDRAISER 
 
Next Tuesday, 22 June, all students will have the opportunity in the afternoon to engage in fundraising activities in 
support of Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion Appeal. The fundraising activities were re-scheduled from first term on 
account of the need to comply with COVID protocols. Students are encouraged to give generously in support of those 
who live in abject poverty and do not have access to the quality of life which we are ALL so fortunate to enjoy. 
 
 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – LEARNING & TEACHING 
 
Year 11 2022 – Subject Selections 
 
Thank you to students and families for your support of the Stage 6 Evening recently held and for prompt 
completion of Subject Choices. We are now at a stage where we can begin timetabling for 2022 and will be 
working with students over this coming week and early next term in relation to their selections and any 
changes that may be necessary according to lines/subject availability. We have made an amendment to our 
initial timeline as, after close inspection, we do not see the need for a second full round of subject selections. 
We will continue to consult with individual students as needed. A copy of this revised Year 11 2022 Timeline is 
included in this newsletter.  
 
As previously stated, we will endeavour to maintain a breadth of subjects across the timetable and to meet as 
many preferences as possible. In the coming weeks there will be a need for some changes to occur – students 
and families will have an opportunity for consultation during this process. I encourage any student who has 
not submitted their choices to do so as soon as possible. Also, if any student in Year 10 is not returning to St 
Mary’s next year we ask that parents please notify us as soon as possible.  
 
Year 8 Additional Studies Information Evening (Year 9 2022) 
 
Year 8 Parents and Carers will receive an invitation early next term to attend the Stage 5 Additional Studies 
Evening being held on Tuesday 27 July commencing at 7.00pm in the College Hall. The evening will provide 
information about the Stage 5 Additional Courses of Study (Electives) process, NESA and ROSA requirements, 
Minimum Standards Testing and NAPLAN information. Students will attend an Information Session and receive 
Subject Selection Handbooks prior to this evening. I look forward to joining with parents and students for this 
important evening and a formal invitation will be sent out in Week 1 Term 3. Leaders of Learning and some 
teachers will also be in attendance at this evening. 
 
Semester One Reports 
  
Our Year 11 Semester One Reports were published this week (16 June) and our Year 7 – 10 Reports will be 
available to families on Wednesday (23 June).  A message will be sent once reports are available for viewing in 
Compass. I wish to acknowledge the work of Mrs Christina Hookway, the Leaders of Learning, teaching staff 
and support staff, in working together to achieve a quality report for students via the Compass platform.  
 
So, Years 7 – 11 students, now that you have your reports – where to next?  
 
For some students there will be celebration – perhaps there has been significant growth; increased effort; 
noteworthy achievements. For others, there may be disappointment, or a sense of having let yourself down in 
your learning.  
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The thing to remember is that feedback is only useful if it is used to set the next learning goal, to ask “Where 
to next?” and “How do I get there?” 
 
I encourage all students and families to have a conversation about the comments on the reports you receive 
this semester. What direction (feed-forward) is there for you? What advice and support is being suggested to 
you by your teachers? What small habits or behaviours can you change so as to build upon what you have 
already learned/can do? 
 
And finally, a reminder that success comes from learning from mistakes, using your failures as ways of learning 
and growing. I encourage each student to take on board the feedback from your teachers, set some new 
goals, seek help and push on into the new semester! This is the way you will flourish as learners.  
Mrs O’Gorman 
 

 
 
Year 7-10 Parent/Student/Teacher Meetings 
I invite all parents and carers to join us in Week 1 Term 3 on either Thursday 15 July evening or Friday 16 July, 
for Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews as a follow up to the Semester One reports.  
 
Interviews will be held in the College Hall and D Block rooms. Booking will be open NEXT Thursday 24 June via 
Compass.  
 
Please note – Year 11 Students will have an opportunity for Interviews early Term 4. 
 
Finally, thank you to ALL parents and carers for your support this term. I am deeply grateful to you for your 
feedback, our conversations and your willingness to work alongside of us as we learn together. I wish each and 
every one of our students, and their families, a great holiday and we will see you all again in the new term. 
 
Cathy O’Gorman 
Assistant Principal – Learning & Teaching  
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St Mary’s Catholic College 
Year 10 2021 Timeline (Revised 6 June 2021) 

Enrolment & Course Preferences for Year 11 2022 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 Week Date Day  

Te
rm

 1
 

Week 6 March 1 Monday Enrolments Open in line with CSO Timeline 

Week 10 April 1 Thursday Enrolments close 

 

Te
rm

 2
 

Week 2 April 26 Monday  Year 10 (Yr 11 2022) Information Evening 

Week 6 May 25 Tuesday Handbooks and Course Preference process 
out to students 

Week 7 June 1 Tuesday Year 10 (Yr 11 2022)  
Course Preference Evening 6.00pm  

Week 7 June2 Wednesday On-line preference nominations OPEN 

Week 8 June 11 Friday On-line preference nominations CLOSE 

Wks 9&10 June 25 Friday Consultation with students and draft of line 
structure prepared.  

 

Te
rm

 3
 Week 2 July 20 Tuesday Year 10 Year Group Meeting to explain line 

structure. Final line structure published. 

Week 4 August 6 Friday Notification to students of Subjects Choices 
for 2021.  

     

Te
rm

 4
 

Week 7 November 18 
& 19 

Thursday & 
Friday 

Last Round of MS Testing for 2021 

Week 8 Commencing 
Nov 22 

Monday - 
Friday 

Course Preference Interviews (parents and 
students) 
NB Year 10 Reports released Tuesday 30.11.21 

Week 9 Nov 30-Dec 2 Tuesday - 
Thursday 

Alternative Timetable –  
Stage 6 Introductory Courses 

Week 9 December 3 Friday All My Own Work 

Week 10 December 6  Year 10 Awards – Last Full Day   

December 7  

& 8 

Tuesday & 
Wednesday 

All My Own Work Catch Ups 
(Students to attend as required) 
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Please note – Fee Statements were emailed in early June. If you are yet to receive your Statement of Fees, 
please contact the Finance Office as soon as possible to update your email address. 
 
Fees are now billed annually – we request that all fees are completed by 30 November 2021. Please note: All 
existing fee agreements must be renegotiated each year, please make an appointment if required. 
 
If you are making payments by regular instalments, please ensure that these payments are adequate to 
finalise the fees by 30 November, 2021. 
 
Please ensure you have completed the 2020 Family Discount & Diocesan Pastoral Contribution Form. If you 
require this form, please contact the Finance Office (4944 4804). This form provides us with the information to 
allow us to bill you accurately and apply any discounts you may be entitled to. Every family must complete 
and return this form on a yearly basis to each Catholic school that your children attend. 
 
In addition, if you are the holder of a ‘means tested’ low income Health Care/Pension Card, you are eligible for 
a further reduction of the Tuition Fee component.  Please ensure the Finance Office has sighted your card at 
the commencement of each school year and the accompanying forms are completed, to enable us to apply 
this discount. If you receive an updated Health Care Card throughout the year, please don’t forget to notify us. 
 

METHODS OF PAYMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sport Fees – Following enquiries from parents regarding the sport fees, by way of explanation, each student is 
billed a sport fee each term. The sport fee goes towards sporting costs relating to transport/buses, venue and 
ground hire, selected referee/umpire fees and sporting equipment. In some cases, students are charged an 
extra amount on a weekly basis to be paid at their chosen sport venue, eg. Ten-Pin Bowling or Ice Skating. This 
extra weekly amount is charged by the venue and is payable by the student directly to the venue. If you would 
like further clarification in regard to school fees, and other payments, please do not hesitate to contact Helen 
or April in the Finance Office. 
 

  College Fees News 
    From the Finance Office 

QKR is a smart phone app. 
available for payment of 
College fees, excursions, 
activities and canteen orders. 

College fee payments can be 
made by BPay, the details are 
located in the top right-hand 
corner of your Statement. 

Credit Card/EFTPOS – the College accepts 
Mastercard or Visa only.  Payment can be made 
in person, by phone or filling out the 
authorisation slip at the bottom of each 
Statement. 

 

In person – Parents are welcome to 
pay directly at the Finance office 
between 8.15am and 3.30pm.  
Students can only pay before the start 
of school and in their lunch and recess 
breaks. 
Direct Debit Forms – Available from 
the Finance Office. 
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Aboriginal Education 
 
Reconciliation Week 
 As part of National Reconciliation Week all classes from Year 7 to Year 10  
participated in a Religion lesson to engage with what ‘Reconciliation’ means to them. 
The students revisited some of our early history and addressed some important issues 
through music and created a response. This response outlined an action each student 
was prepared to undertake to help our nation move forward. These artworks were 
then combined and placed along the driveway and gardens to make a strong joint 
statement from St Mary’s students. 

Rising from the Embers Festival 
Recently a number of Aboriginal students from Year 7-9 attended the ‘Rising From 
the Embers Festival’ at the Wollutuka Institute at Newcastle University. The students 
participated in art workshops and presentations from across the community. Well 
done to all students for their behaviour and the way they engaged with other 
students and leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Junior Aboriginal Education Consultative Group (AECG) 
Students have received notes inviting them to join in with a special training program early next term. Please return these notes as 
soon as possible. Any interested students are invited to join this group which will meet each month in the Café. Keep an eye on 
Compass for times.  
 
Paul McKay 
Aboriginal Education Teacher 
 

 

  

Mr Burns with Savannah, Lilly, Cooper and Kai 
at the Rising from the Embers Festival 

‘Meeting Place’  - Some students joined together 
with Siarn Staley, a local Aboriginal Artist to create 

this fabulous artwork 
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"A Night at the SMCC Museum"  
 
Last Tuesday, the SPC hosted “A Night at the SMCC Museum” at The Josephite Centre to raise money for St. Vincent De 
Paul. It was a wonderful experience for parents, students and teachers to see the year 7 & 8 HSIE projects. It involved 
the ancient history projects that Year 7 made and the sustainable cities that the Year 8 made. Eloise Mason and Amelia 
Corrigan played really beautiful music during the night. Fairy lights were strung in the hall and we sold delicious tapas 
boxes. It felt very special. Hundreds of parents, siblings and students came to the event to see the projects. As a 
community we raised $700. This money will help a lot of people and SPC would like to say “Thank You” to everyone for 
being so generous and supporting the event!  
 
See you all again next year!  
  
Josie Hatcher, Year 7, on behalf of the SPC 
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Public Speaking Report 
 
Last Thursday, four students from Years 7 and 9 attended the Diocesan Public Speaking Competition at the Maitland-
Newcastle Catholic Schools Office. Riley Garvey, Keely Graham, Josephine Muldoon and Alaeuteauea Hart were 
selected to represent the school and did a fantastic job of sharing their skills and talents during a prepared and 
impromptu speech. The Year 7 students had to prepare a four minute speech on the topic of ‘Scary Stuff’ and the 
Year 9 students had to speak for five minutes in response to the idea ‘It’s time to grow’. After they faced this 
challenge, each student was given five minutes to prepare a two to three minute speech on a topic they had not 
seen beforehand. Despite how difficult public speaking can be at the best of times, let alone with only five minutes 
to prepare, the St. Mary’s team bravely took on the challenge and made a significant impression on the audience 
and the judges alike. Riley Garvey was awarded first place in his division and Keely Graham achieved third place. All 
four students should be proud of the efforts they made in using their own time to prepare for the day and to 
demonstrate their talents at a Diocesan level. Well done team! 
 
Miss Gemma Hughes 
Supervising Teacher 
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Library Matters 
 
Get cosy with SORA this Winter. Over 10,000 ebooks and audiobooks! Here is how! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using your Laptop or PC - Enter this address or Click Here:  https://soraapp.com/home 
Otherwise go to the App store and get the SORA app.  
 
EDROLO – HSC Trial Exam Preparation Session. 
A group of HSC students enjoyed some snacks, a hot chocolate and some insider information on how to get the best 
out of Edrolo to target their HSC trial Exam preparation. Linden from Edrolo took these fortunate students through 
the tips and tricks to personalise their study notes, identify the areas they need to target and how to track their 
progress. Thank you to these students who showed initiative to stay back at school to gain this extra support.  
 

Mrs Rosalind Dunn 
Teacher Librarian 
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Student Pastoral Council 
On behalf of the SPC we would like to thank everyone for the donations to the Vinnies Winter Appeal!  Just a 
reminder to keep on bringing in the donations that have been listed for your rollcall.   The Covid pandemic has 
affected so many people in our community, we feel that this year is particularly important to work together and 
support each other.  
 
Many Thanks  
Kate Erby on behalf of the SPC  
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Term 2 2021 
Week 10 (B Week) 
Mon 21 June Year 7 (2022) Enrolment documentation mailed to Parents/Carers this week 
Tues 22 June  Feast Day Celebrations – PM 

 Students dismissal at 2.45pm on account of Staff Professional Development 
Weds 23 June  Year 7 to 10 Reports published 

 Elective Music Evening – The Josephite Centre (Hall) 
 Landcare Day 

Thurs 24 June Year 7-10 Parent-Student-Teacher Interview Bookings open (for Term 3) 
Fri 25 June  Year 11 Biology Excursion to Sydney 

 Last Day of Term 2 
Term 3 2021 
Week 1 (A Week) 
Mon 12 July Pupil Free – Staff Professional Development 
Tues 13 July  Year 7 to 12 return for Term 3 classes 

 Meeting Year 10 students to explain Year 11 line structure for 2022 
Wed 14 July Year 12 Official Photograph – Formal College Uniform 
Thurs 15 July Year 7-10 Interviews – 3.30pm to 6.30pm 
Fri 16 July  Year 7-10 Interviews – 8.00am to 4.00pm 

 Year 11 and 12 – classes as per timetable 
 Year 7 (2022) Enrolment documentation due to be returned to College Administration 

Thurs 15 July Newsletter 10.21 issued 
Please note the TBC dates – this is due to evolving COVID protocols. Arrangements will be continually updated on this page. 

 

 
“PUPIL FREE DAY” 

 
MONDAY 12 JULY, 2021 

(DAY 1, TERM 3) 
WILL BE A “PUPIL FREE” STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING DAY 

 
 

 

COMPLAINTS & GRIEVANCES RESOLUTION 
Diocesan Schools are committed to providing a positive, safe environment for all staff and students.  There are 
occasions however, when members of our schools and wider community can sometimes be concerned about 
something that is happening at a school that appears to be unsatisfactory or reasonable.  If you have had 
discussions about an issue or series of issues that you feel does not provide a resolution please pick up a copy of 
the Complaints and Grievances Resolution pamphlet available at Reception. 

 
FOR SALE 

1 x St Francis Xavier’s Hamilton, girls skirt size L8 and  
1 x girls blue summer shirt size J14 

Please text Jennifer on 0406 648681 
 


