
1 | P a g e  
 

Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members 
 
PARENTS/CARERS AND TEACHERS – A TEAM OF POSITIVE CHANGE AGENTS 
 
In the coming days, interim reports will be prepared for students in years 7 to 10, issued on Friday 19 March. 
 
A school report is a means of giving feedback to students in order to move their learning forward. It only acquires real 
meaning and significance when it becomes a catalyst for action by students committing to improvement and/or 
maintaining high levels of achievement. The likelihood of students setting such goals is all the greater given effective 
collaboration between parents, teachers and children in the home. 
 
As parents/carers you can rightly say that teachers in the school have a crucial role to play in providing students with 
appropriate affirmation and healthy challenge in order to grow as well-balanced people and improve as learners. This 
reality is acknowledged, however educational research also confirms that positive change in students’ educational 
outcomes also requries parental engagement in the learning process in the home. 
 
Together we have a shared responsibility to minimise distractions to students’ learning, build their motivation to learn, 
build their capactity for improvement and provide support to sustain focus and progress in their learning. Clearly we need 
to collaborate, as a team, to effectively challenge students into learning and support them in becoming successful 
learners. 
 
To do this effectively and successfully, WE (parents/carers and teachers) must be a team of positive change agents. 
There can be no place for deficit thinking, for making excuses when students gain poor results, for having low expectations 
of our students/children or “dumbing down” the curriculum.  ALL students have the potential to progress in their learning 
and, as their parent and teacher educators, we must operate out of a mindset reflecting this reality.  Indeed, the mindset 
which we operate out of has a profound impact on students’ learning. 
 
It is said that the way in which we think leads to the changes that we want.  If we want our children/students to continue 
to progress in their learning then it is imperative that we relate to them out of a mindset fostering and reflecting the 
following positive beliefs: 
 

• All students benefit from parents and teachers setting high expectation and offering positive encouragement 

• All students benefit when errors, critique and feedback are welcomed as a natural part of learning because they 
provide powerful opportunities for all students to learn and to progress in their learning 

• All students perform best in a climate of mutual respect and trust where they are treated in a just, fair and dignified 
way 

• All students benefit from parents and teachers encouraging students’ self-reliance and self-responsibility in their 
learning 

• All students can be challenged in their learning and challenged to understand and appreciate the value of a disciplined 
approach to life 

• All students need to understand and appreciate that handicaps of social class and home resources are surmountable

St Mary’s Catholic College Gateshead 
 
 
 
Newsletter No.3/21 
Thursday 4 March 2021 



St Mary’s Catholic College Gateshead – Newsletter 03.21  Thursday 4 March 2021 
 

2 | P a g e  
 

In summary, our role, our shared responsibility as parents and teachers is to act out of a positive mindset which is 
enabling of learning. 

 
Source:  “Visible Learning for Teachers – Maximising Impact on Learning” John Hattie (2012) and “Visible Learning and the Science of How We 
Learn” John Hattie & Gregory Yates (2014) 

 
Blessings 
 
Larry Keating 
Principal 

 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – LEARNING & TEACHING 
 
Newsletter Week 6 Term 1 2021 
The term is well under way and we have much to celebrate over these last few weeks in the area of Teaching and Learning 
at the college.  
 
Firstly, congratulations to our Year 7 and 8 students who engaged so completely with the CogAT Testing this week, being 
conducted by Mrs Elisa Milajew, out Gifted Education Mentor. The Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) is a nationally 
standardized, norm-referenced test (NRT) that  measures reasoning and problem-solving skills in three different areas: 
verbal, quantitative, and nonverbal. Results of these tests will provide data that, along with other data sets, such as 
NAPLAN and PAT testing, enables us to better support all our students in their learning, meeting their needs in a more 
targeted way.  
 
We have two other external tests being held this term – NAPLAN Practice Test for Year 7 students and the NESA Minimum 
Standards Tests- dates for these are listed in the table below.  
 
Term One Assessment Program 
Please see below for the dates of our external assessments of students for Term One.  
It is essential that students bring earphones, devices and chargers on these days and attendance is on these dates is 
critical to our learning agenda.  
 

Date Year Group Assessment Tool Notes 

Week 6   
Mon 1 & 
Tues 2 March 

Years 7 & 8 CogAT Testing This assessment tool is one part of the assessment of our 
students in relation to the Diocesan and College Gifted 
Program. This is a pen and paper examination. 

Week 9  
Thurs 25 March  

Year 7 Only NAPLAN Online 
Coordinated 
Practice Test 

All Year 7 Students will sit an Omnibus Test – Literacy & 
Numeracy.  
The purpose of this test is to assess the capacity of the 
college to host the online platform and also to provide 
students with a practice prior to the NAPLAN testing in 
May. 
NB All students will need a fully charged laptop and 
earphones/headphones for this day.  
 

Week 10 
Mon 29 &  
Tues 30 March 

Year 10 Minimum Standards 
Testing - NESA 

All Year 10 students will sit Minimum Standards Tests in 
Numeracy, Reading and Writing.  
NB These are online test and require ALL students to 
have a fully charged device on each of these days.  

 

 

Parent-student-teacher interviews which were scheduled for Friday 26 March 
will unfortunately be cancelled due to adherence to COVID-19 Safety Protocols. 

Alternative arrangements will be communicated next week.  
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NAPLAN 2021 
Once again it is time to prepare for NAPLAN testing and we will be partaking in this month’s Practice Online test 
period and the May NAPLAN tests.  
 
At St Mary’s College we commenced NAPLAN testing online in 2019, with COVID interrupting the test in 2020. While 
there were some connectivity issues on the Testing Platform (nation-wide) in 2019 the tests were generally met with 
positivity from students in that the tests in this format are intuitive and allow students to access questions at their 
level, progressively moving towards challenging questions that are suited to their ability. 
 
In 2021, there will be two rounds of NAPLAN tests: 
 

• NAPLAN Practice Tests - in Week 9 of Term One, Thursday 25 March. Year 7 students will sit two practice tests.  
1. One is called ‘Omnibus Test’ which combines three tests – Reading, Conventions of Language and Numeracy 

- into one test. The other is a Writing Test. 
2. These tests each last for approximately 40 minutes and are entirely for practice – for the students to 

understand how the tests work and for NESA to test its servers and their capacity. 
3. The marks achieved in these tests are not reported to students or the school. 
4. Year 9 students will also complete a practice test in class time some time during this same week. 

 
•   NAPLAN Tests – in Week 3 of Term Two, starting on May 11, students will sit four NAPLAN tests. 

o These tests will be in - Reading, Writing, Conventions of Language and Numeracy. 
o An exact timetable for these tests closer to the time. 

 
In 2021, our students will sit these online tests on their own devices. As a result, every student in Years 7 and 9 
will need to ensure that they have their devices with them and charged. There will be a checking of devices in the 
next few weeks to ensure that all students have the appropriate NAPLAN Lock-Down browser and that it is 
working correctly. 
 
If you are interested in taking a look at the tests, or trying one out, please go to the following links for more 
information: https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/the-tests  
 
https://nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/resources/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf  
 
Term One Professional Learning for Teachers at St Mary’s  
In recent weeks, our teachers have been working together to review our HSC results and to plan for strategies that 
will enable us to build on the success of our 2020 HSC results. Our Leaders of Learning, and additional staff, attended 
the Catholic Schools HSC Analysis Day with Dr John DeCourcy, working with each other to analyse HSC data, with a 
particular focus not simply on results, but on the Comparative Learning Gain for our students over a period of time. 
 
This workshop was then followed up with a Leaders of Learning meeting where we continued to share our subject 
specific data, looking for commonalities across  subjects and developing further strategies that will strengthen the 
quality of the writing and responses by our students with a particular focus on examination technique and the 
quality of our FORMATIVE assessment used on a daily basis. Finally, our teachers have been attending the HSC Days 
for specific subjects being held at the Catholic Schools Office. Here, teachers have ben able to engage with other 
educators from across the diocese to discuss results and develop strategies for teaching in specific HSC areas.  
 
How can you help us as partners in the learning?  

• Continue to engage with your child’s learning – asking about what it is they are learning, how they are going 

and how they know this. Check for homework and monitor assessment dates.  

• Encourage Year 11 and 12 students to use time to complete their class formative tasks, looking to practise 

exam type questions throughout the term.  

• A great opportunity is being offered to our Stage 6 students to attend the HSC Writing workshops each 

Friday afternoon being run by Mrs Carpenter. Please encourage your child to attend these afternoons – they 

provide a valuable support to the development of the quality of their academic writing  

https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/the-tests
https://nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/resources/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf
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Finally, in Week 8, parents and carers of students in Years 7 – 11, will receive an Interim Report for their child, 
reporting on their Approaches to Learning – in the areas of Behaviour, Engagement and Diligence. These reports 
are a simple way of providing an assessment to families of how their child is engaging in their learning.  
 
Cathy O’Gorman 
Assistant Principal – Learning & Teaching 
 

 
STUDY SKILLS TIP FOR MARCH – 4 REASONS NOT TO PUT OFF STARTING ASSIGNMENTS 

Here are four reasons why you should start working on your assignment immediately. 

1. GET YOUR BRAIN THINKING ABOUT THE TOPIC: 

Even if your assignment is not due for weeks, start thinking about it immediately. At the very least, ensure you review 

and understand the requirements the day you get your assignment. Even if you are not thinking about it directly, your 

subconscious will be hard at work. 

2. FIND LIBRARY AND ONLINE RESOURCES: 

Although the school or local library may not be your main source of reference, you should drop in soon after receiving 

the assignment. Your teacher will probably have alerted the school librarian to the assignment, and reference books 

etc, may well be displayed. These will disappear quickly if the whole class has the same assignment. Reference 

books can sometimes be a useful general overview for an assignment and they help clarify a direction as you begin to 

immerse yourself into the assignment topic. Your librarian can also guide you to online journals or databases that may 

be useful.  

3. STARTING EARLY MEANS MORE TIME TO EXPLORE & ASK FOR HELP IF NEEDED:  

If you do some initial research on the assignment, you could find yourself needing more direction in your next 

research. For example: Perhaps there isn’t enough information, or perhaps you find you don’t understand important 

concepts, or perhaps you need to speak to your teacher to get further clarity. If you find this out early, you will still 

have plenty of time to plan, research, write and present your assignment. Imagine if you didn’t start your assignment 

for a week or so, and then discovered you needed more guidance. You could easily run out of time. Starting early also 

gives you a longer time to think through and develop your ideas.  

4. CREATE A SAFETY NET: 

Starting your assignment immediately will give you a safety net in case you get sick or something unexpected 

happens. Assignments are usually given over a period of time because they require more time; students must plan a 

strategy or schedule to ensure they are completed. You should always have a schedule that allows for the 

unexpected. 

So, get started today! 

  
Learn more this year about how to improve your results and be more efficient and effective with your schoolwork by 
working through the units on www.studyskillshandbook.com.au  - our school’s access details are: 

  
Username: stmarys 
Password: 106results 
  

http://www.studyskillshandbook.com.au/
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Harmony Week 15th-21st March 2021 
 

Harmony Week is a time to celebrate Australian multiculturalism, and the successful integration of migrants 
into our community. Australia is one of the most successful multicultural countries in the world and we 
should celebrate this and work to maintain it. The message of Harmony Week is everyone belongs. 
 
It is about inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all Australians, regardless of cultural or linguistic 
background, united by a set of core Australian values. 
Source: Australian Government Department of Home Affairs 

 
At St Mary’s we have many students from diverse backgrounds and ethnicities. We all belong to the one 
community and we want to recognise the contribution you all make to our school. Thank you. 
 
Did you know?  

 Nearly half (49 per cent) of Australians were born overseas or have at least one parent who was. 
 We identify with over 300 ancestries.  
 Since 1945, more than 7.5 million people have migrated to Australia. 
 85 per cent of Australians agree multiculturalism has been good for Australia.  
 Apart from English, the most common languages spoken in Australia are Mandarin, Arabic, 

Cantonese, Vietnamese, Italian, Greek, Tagalog/Filipino, Hindi, Spanish and Punjabi. 
 More than 70 Indigenous languages are spoken in Australia.  

Source:  ABS 2016 Census Data.  

 
Louise Hatcher and Carol Paterson 
Language Teachers 
 

 

  

 

 
UNIFORM FOR SALE 

 
1 skirt - size J14 

1 Jacket (the soft shell type) - size J14 
 

Please Call Jess -  Mobile: 0404466164 
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St Mary’s students at Diocesan Theatresports Competition 
 
St Mary’s elective Drama students from Years 9 and 10 represented the College at the Annual Diocesan 
Theatresports Competition, held at The Factory Theatre, St Pius X on Wednesday March 3rd. Students from schools 
throughout the Diocese gathered at The Factory Theatre and competed against each other in games such as 
“Typewriter”, “Shared Story” and “Commercial”.  
 
Points were awarded for technique, narrative style and entertainment. The competition provides an opportunity for 
students to perform onstage and to learn from and to meet other drama students in the diocese. Theatresports also 
helps to develop creativity, teamwork and problem solving.  
 
The St Mary’s students performed with confidence and enthusiasm. Our Year 9 teams gained a first place and 3rd 
place in the Year 9 Division and one of our Year 10 teams gained 3rd place in the Year 10 division. This is an excellent 
result for the Drama students, especially considering for most of them, this year has been their first time studying 
Drama. Well done! 
 
The Year 9 and 10 students, Ms Ruth McCrae and Mrs Gabrielle Turnbull all had an excellent day of competing and 
learning more about drama.  
 
Ruth McCrae 
Supervising Teacher 
 
  

Drama students from Year 9 – Katie Feeney, Jessica Tobin, 
Riley Freebody, Megan Dowling, Isabel Gale, Daniel Smith, 
Daniel Ollerton and Josephine Muldoon, and Emily Hansell 
from Year 10.  

 

The winning Year 9 team in action! – Katie Feeney, 
Riley Freebody, Jessica Tobin and Josephine 
Muldoon.  

 

Year 10 3rd place winners! Emily Russell, Lucas Stace, 
Mikayla Costanzi and Bronte Carrigan  

 

Members of Year 10 team in action! Edelle 
McCarron, Leah Henderson and Madison 
Hatch. 
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Library Matters and Chess Chatter 
 
Exciting times in the Library as the St Mary’s Chess Competition is in full swing. Maybe 
because of the hype around the Queen’s Gambit on Netflix, this year we have seen record 
numbers sign up for the 2021 Chess Competition. Our top 5 students will go on to represent 
our school in the NSW Secondary Schools Chess Competition.  
 
Our first match will be with Lambton High – stay tuned for more on that in the coming 
weeks. 
 
Book Club is returning in 2021, with the first Book Club meeting scheduled for Thursday 
11th March – we will be looking at The Maze Runner Series. All students are invited to come along and chat about 
this super exciting dystopic novels and movies. Register your interest via email or drop into the Library and sign up.  
 
The 2021 NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge has opened this week. Drop by the Library to 
register for this years  
Challenge. Pick up a Reading Log (or complete one online) 
 
Important Information for 2021 Challenge – previous years the challenge was for students 
in Kindergaten to Year 9. For the first time, students in Year 10 are now invited to be in the 
challenge.  
 
Year 7 students – You will need a new St Mary’s PRC account – I will then arrange for your 
Primary School Account to be merged. Please complete the PRC registration form which 
will provide me with your previous school details.  
 
Important Dates - Challenge opened 1st March 2021 

 - Challenge closed for Students 30th August 2021  

EDROLO – Stage 6 Students – Did you know that we now 
have Edrolo for many Stage 6 courses. These include:  
Year 11 & 12 Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
Year 11 & 12 Maths – Advanced, Standard and Extn 1 
Year 11 & 12 Business Studies, Legal Studies 
Year 11 & 12 Studies of Religion I & II 
Year 11 & 12 Community and Family Studies  
Year 12 Ancient History   
 
Writer’s Group – Over the Christmas break I put out a challenge to the students at St Mary’s to exercise their 
Creative Writing skills. I am pleased to share with you the work of Cooper Browne who used the ‘Sunset over the 
beach’ image as his stimulus.  
 

David Miller                                     

February 2nd, 2021. Amidst growing concerns of a virus spreading, killing people 
without discrimination, a man sits in his office. This man on this day is about to 
have his entire world change, but he does not know it yet. He may look like a 
happy soul, but David Miller is fighting battles far greater than most could ever 
imagine. He suffers from PTSD due to his abusive childhood.  
 
Ever since age 12 he has been hiding his emotions from the world, for fear of another beating. The greatest joy 
occurred when his mother and himself escaped the abusive environment for a life in the city. Another little-known 
thing about David is that he requires routine to keep himself functioning. Every day after work, David goes down to 
his favourite Thai food restaurant by the ocean and orders the same satay chicken. A delicious meal with fluffy brown 
rice, and with a tender chicken cooked to perfection. On this day, a girl walks into the place. She is short, with light 
brown hair and eyes like emeralds. As she sits down at the table beside David’s, he chuckles.  
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Even with everything going wrong now, he still wonders what it would be like to have a girl he could talk to under the 
stars and laugh with whenever they can. This moment of fantasy gives a David a small ray of hope for his life. 
“Maybe things will get better” he mutters under his breath. As he looks up with a newfound purpose, he finds it 
staring right back at him. “Hey, how are you?” she says cheerfully. For a couple of seconds David does not know how 
to respond. All he can think about is how beautiful she looks up closely. Her eyes sparkle like a diamond, while also 
possessing a deep shade of green. David cannot stop staring. “Hello? Anyone home?” she calls out to him. Snapping 
back to reality, David hastily replies,” I don’t want to be upfront, but you are incredibly beautiful.” This takes the 
woman by surprise. Did this cute guy just call her beautiful? He’s easily 6”2, with tanned skin and blue-grey eyes that 
are as stormy as the raging ocean. She waits a few seconds, utterly shocked by this turn of events, when David says 
“I’m sorry I shouldn’t have said that. I did not think. So, you got a name?” The girl stumbles on her words, finally 
blurting out “M-my names Lisa W-Wilson.”  
 
After that day, both Lisa and David would show up to the Thai restaurant every day, just to talk to one another. After 
a year of doing this Lisa gains the courage to ask David if he wanted to go sit on the beach and watch the sunset. 
David calmly says yes, however, his insides are throwing a party that would make anyone excited. This sense of 
euphoria of finally finding someone who loved him. For David, Lisa was God’s personal angel, sent to retrieve him 
from the dull existence that was a 9-5 job. As the pair travel down to the beach, they talk about the usual mundane 
things of day-to-day life. Down at the beach, they sat in silence for a while. David, deciding to break the silence, asks 
“What’s your ideal date?” Lisa’s heart skips a beat, but she replies by shuffling closer to David, leaning in, and 
whispering in his ear, “You.” Now David’s heart is beating with the ferocity of a lion. “What a pretty sunset.” Lisa 
sighs, her head resting on his shoulder. She is right. As you look over the sea and to the horizon, the sun that is 
shining brighter than all the 1000 flames, is slowly sinking beneath the ocean. David listens silently at the methodical 
crashing of the waves on the shoreline, with the salty smell of the ocean as prominent as ever. He can now feel the 
cool sand beneath his feet, striking up something within him. As he stares out to space, silent tears fall from his face, 
as he thinks about what his mother is doing up in the clouds. Watching over him? No, she was always the type to 
enjoy herself. He turns to face Lisa, who is watching him with a confused look. David knows he will eventually become 
the father his own never was. But for now, all that matters to David is his first, true love.                                                     
  
Cooper Year 9 
 

 
 

Aboriginal Education 
 
Personal Learning Plan Meetings 
Personal Learning Plan (PLP) meetings will continue over the next 
fortnight. At this meeting parents and carers are asked to join in and 
help students set goals for 2021. Please feel free to contact school 
to book a suitable time. 
 
Junior Aboriginal Education Consultative Group (AECG) 
Any interested students are invited to meet in the Café next 
Wednesday 10 March at 8.50am during roll call time. 
 
Bush Tucker/Vegie Garden 
Well done to the many students who joined in during Landcare and 
helped weed and replant the Bush Tucker/Vegie Garden. We shared 
some Midgen berries and planted some autumn vegies for 
‘hospitality’ use. If you have a particulate interest or skill in this area 
please let us know! 
 
Paul McKay 
Aboriginal Education Teacher 
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CALENDAR 

Term 1 2021 
Week 7 (A Week) 

Mon 8 March International Women’s Day 

Tues 9 March - Dio Swimming Carnival 
- College Assembly 

Fri 12 March St Mary’s Swimming Carnival – Lambton Pool 

Week 8 (B Week) 

Tues 16 March Year Assemblies 

Thurs 18 March Newsletter 4.21 issued 

Fri 19 March Year 7 to 11 Interim Reports published 

Week 9 (A Week) 

Tues 23 March College Assembly 

Wed 24 March Year 8 Community Day 

Thurs 25 March NAPLAN coordinated practice test 

Fri 26 March Parent Teacher interview arrangements TBA 

Week 10 (B Week) 

Mon 29 and Tues 30 March Year 10 Minimum Standards Testing 

Tues 30 March Year Assemblies 

Thurs 1 April - Feast Day and Easter Liturgy 
- Last Day for Term 1 
- Year 7 (2022) Enrolment Applications Due 

Fri 2 April GOOD FRIDAY 

Sun 4 April EASTER SUNDAY 

Term 2 2021 
Week 1 (A Week) 

Mon 19 April - Term 2 commences 
- Year 12 – 3 day Retreat 

Tues 20 April College Assembly 

Thurs 22 April Newsletter 5.21 issued 

Week 2 (B Week) 

Sun 25 April ANZAC Day 

Tues 27 April Year 12 Reports issued 
Year Assemblies 

Wed 28 April Stage 6 Parent-Student-Teacher interview bookings open 

 
Please note the TBC dates – this is due to evolving COVID protocols. Arrangements will be continually updated on this page. 

 
 
 
 


