
 

Principal’s Message 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members 
  

THE POWER OF QUESTIONS 
 

This week, our courageous Year 12’s commenced their Trial HSC examinations. Last week in addressing them I 
commended their courage of endurance, that is their determination to persevere in their studies and to strive to give 
their personal best despite the immense dislocation and disruption they have experienced as a consequence of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Their commitment to the role of student has been extraordinary. Please pray for them now and 
in the weeks ahead as they continue to prepare for and complete their trial and final HSC examinations. 
 
In my address of Year 12’s, I also emphasised how important it was to deepen their understanding of their learning 
be continually asking questions of themselves and their teachers and to not labour under the curse of perfection, but 
to do their best as they prepare for their trial and final HSC examinations. 
 
The need to ask questions whether preparing for the Higher School Certificate or engaging in the daily learning 
process in the classroom is fundamental, indeed critical to everyone’s ongoing learning be it in the school classroom 
or the “laboratory of life”. Questions open the doorway to learning; they create dialogue and build relationships 
between students and their educators (parent/carer and teachers); they lead to discovery and to growth in learning, 
and they provide students with performance feedback at the task, process and self-regulation levels which is so vital 
for moving learning forward and enabling students to become the agents of improvement in their learning. 
 
Feedback at the task level focusses on the product of learning. It simply informs students about what they can and 
cannot do. Feedback at the process level provides students with feedback about how they worked to complete a 
task. Feedback at the self-regulation level invites students to think more deeply about what they could do better. It 
is intent on encouraging students “to make their own judgements, direction and improvements”. 
 
A significant challenge before our Year 12’s, at this time of revision and preparation for major examinations, is to be 
asking the higher cognitive questions to deepen their understanding of the content of their learning and what they 
could do better. They need to be asking questions of themselves, as learners, and of their teachers that deepen their 
understanding of the relationship between ideas and concepts; creating connections between present and prior 
knowledge and creating discussions with their teachers and other students that deepen understanding. A similar 
disposition needs to be embraced by students in all classes as they strive to transition from a surface to a deep level 
of understanding in their learning.  
 
As their educators (parents/carers and teachers) it is absolutely imperative for our childrens’/students’ educational 
advancement that they bring a questioning disposition to their learning. They are more likely to do this if we bring a 
questioning disposition to our relationship with them. The following story illustrates the power of a parent’s question: 
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The 1944 Nobel Physics Laureate, Isidor Rabi, said that the question his mother asked him everyday when he got home from 
school was the prod that made him a scientist. His mother’s question was quite different from that asked by other mothers of 
their children – they asked “So? Did you learn anything today?” By contrast, everyday, Izzy’s mother asked – “Izzy, did you ask a 
good question today?” (taken from Principals’ Digests – Newsletter 9, 2019). 

 
Blessings 
 
Larry Keating 
Principal 
 

 
Year 7 (2021) Interviews 
This week and next, members of the College’s Combined Leadership Team will be conducting phone interviews with 
the parents/carers and students comprising our Year 7 2021 cohort. Adherence to COVI9-19 safety protocols 
precludes the holding of face to face interviews and have also meant the cancellation of the Year 7 (2021) 
Orientation Day and associated Parent/Carer Information Evening. Nevertheless, the use of on-line communication 
medium from now through to the end of the year will ensure that students and parents/carers are well informed 
and prepared for the commencement of the 2021 academic year. 
 
Yet again, this year, the demand for places in Year 7 exceeds the 180 available. Applicants on the Priority List will be 
advised as soon as positions become available. All enquiries should be directed to Mrs Lola Romanelli. 
 
Student Wellbeing Requirement 
In light of current COVID precautions, please ensure your child provides their own asthma inhaler if they need one. 
The office can provide once-only-use spacers if required. 

 

A Reminder of COVID-19 related correspondence from the Director of Schools, Mr Gerard Mowbray. Please 
note the following correspondence (the next two pages) forwarded to parents via Compass on 11 August 2020 
addressing Year 6, 10 and 12 Graduation activities and on 19 August 2020 addressing key recommendations in 
respect of minimising the risk of COVID-19 transition.  
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“BE COVID SAFE” 
 

• If your child is sick they MUST NOT come to school. 
You must keep them at home and away from others. 

• Students absent or sent home due to flu like 
symptoms need to be tested 

• Staff and students must not return to school or work 
until they return a negative COVID-19 result and are 
symptoms free 

• Schools must sight the negative COVID-19 test result 
prior to allowing students and staff to return to 
school 
 

• Please encourage your children to: 
 
o  tell their teacher if they become sick at school 

 
o Wash their hands with soap and water and use hand sanitiser on 

a regular basis during the day, particularly before and after 
eating, and after going to the toilet 
 

o Cover coughs and sneezes with their elbow or tissue 
 

o Avoid touching their eyes, nose and mouth 
 

o NOT share food or drink 
 

o Place used tissues straight into the bin 
 
o All community members to adhere, where possible, to the 

1.5metre social distancing etiquette 
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Careers Corner 

Last week a group of 11 year 10 students successfully completed the White Card course. This is a full day of 
WHS training that must be completed before entering a construction site. While it is not the most exciting 
topic, the students recognised the importance of the training and approached the opportunity with great 
maturity. The students learnt many lessons from recognising and reporting workplace hazards through to 
the importance of not using white out when filling out official documentation. The students involved were 
Levi Briggs, Baylen Lowe, Kye Brock, Ashton Kay, Darby Jones, Oscar Walsh, Oliver Pengelly, Jye Fox, 
Oliver Howard, Jaysen Lindsay, Sebastian Thomas. 

Year 12 key dates 
As Year 12 commence their HSC trail examinations, I wish them all the best and would like to remind those 
wanting to apply for university of some key dates: 
 
September 20 –  SRS applications close 
 
September 30 –  Early Bird UAC applications close (After this date, it will cost an extra $150 to apply). 
 
November 8 –   Last day to change SRS preferences 
 
November 12 –  SRS offers released 
 
November 20 –   deadline for main round ATAR offers 
 
December 18 –  ATAR released 
 
December 19 –  Change of preferences closes 
 
December 23 –  Main round ATAR offers released. 
 
It is important to remember that your course preferences do not have to be final at the point of application 
through UAC.  You can change them as many times as you want up until the closing dates. Make your most 
preferred course your 1st preference, even if you don’t think you will get the ATAR for entry.  If you receive 
an offer during the SRS round you can accept it and then change the order of your course preferences to 
see if you get a different offer during the main ATAR round. The key here is that you MUST ACCEPT the 
offer before moving it down or removing it from your preference list. 
 
Secondly, a new EAS category has been added.  If your parents are receiving Job Keeper or Job Seeker due 
to COVID 19, UAC is encouraging you to apply through EAS. This can be done through the UAC website 
and will require additional paperwork to be submitted. If you have any questions about eligibility for any 
EAS categories, please ask. 
 
Luke Kelleher 
Acting Careers Advisor 

 
CHANGE TO ALINTA UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 

 
From Monday 24 August, the opening times will now be 12.45pm to 3.30pm 

Wednesday and Thursday’s hours remain the same – 8.00am to 10.00am 
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Aboriginal Education 
 
iBelieve Program 
Fourteen students from Year 7 and 8 took part this week in the 
iBelieve Program run by Dominica Dates from the Wollutuka 
Institute of the University of Newcastle. The program looked at 
setting goals for school and for future careers. The students 
received many compliments from Dom throughout the day for 
their insights and participation – well done! Dominic will return to 
present Part 2 on Monday 24 August for Periods 1 to 3. 
 
Bush Tucker Garden 
The Bush tucker garden is continuing to be added to with the first 
planting of Kangaroo Grass going in. This grass was cultivated by 
Aboriginal people on a large scale, storing tonnes of this grain in 
dry structures. Major Mitchell, the early European explorer, 
discovered a town surrounded by a wheat like farm of Kangaroo 
Grass over many hectares. (Bruce Pascoe- Young Dark Emu) 
 
Dylan and Rhiannon checked in on the original inhabitants of the 
Worm Farm … and then added some new friends kindly donated by 
Mrs Darcy 
 
Paul McKay 
Aboriginal Education Teacher 
 

 
Library Matters 
Are you prepared for your assessment tasks? 
The library has extended hours of operation for those students wishing to prepare for upcoming assessments and 
exams. After school study hours are supervised with teachers who can assist you if you need help and we are also 
open before school for any printing. We have taken numerous precautions to ensure your safety such as moving 
desks to promote social distancing, providing sanitiser at multiple locations throughout the library, and frequently 
sanitising the desktops throughout the day.  
 
Students are welcome to come and borrow books, print school-work or quiet individual study during these times: 

• Before School  (Tues-Fri)      8.20 - 8.45 (Printing and borrowing ONLY) 

• Lunch (Mon-Thur) and Recess (Friday) (Printing, borrowing and Individual Study) 

• After School Study (Mon, Wed, Thur)  3.30 - 4.30  * Students need a permission note signed from parents to 

attend, please collect a permission note from the Front Office or Library 

Write a book review  
The library has started to receive some excellent book reviews from our student readers, and we are still looking for 
more reviews. It is extremely helpful for other students to read a quick review by some of their peers. If you are 
interested in sharing a review of a book you have read from our library - we would love to hear from you. Reviews 
should provide potential readers with an insight about what you liked/disliked about the book, what caught your 
attention, would you recommend the book, etc. Please see the library staff if you are interested or have any 
questions. 
 
Chess team update  
The St. Mary’s Chess team has been busy practising for their next challenge against Hunter Christian School. The 
match will be held online in the next couple of weeks and we wish our boys the best of luck. 
 
Rosalind Dunn        Brad Trost 
Teacher Librarian                                               Library/Visual Art Teacher 
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TERM 3 CALENDAR 2020 

Week 6 (B Week) 

Mon 24 August to Mon 31 
August inclusive 

- Trial HSC Exams continue 
- Year 7 (2021) Telephone Interviews 

Tues 25 August B-Streetsmart – 2 x 1 hour sessions 

Thurs 27 August First Aid Training – Year 12 Business Studies and Hospitality) 

Week 7 (A Week) 

Mon 31 August - Trial HSC Exams (Last Day) 
- Work Ready Program (selected students) 

Weds 2 Sept to Fri 4 Sept Year 12 Retreat – CANCELLED 

Weds 2 Sept Year 12 Tradie Day 

Thurs 3 September -   Year 7 HPV immunisation 
- Newsletter 14/20 published 

Week 8 (B Week) 

Sun 6 Sept Father’s Day 

Mon 7 Sept to Fri 18 Sept incl Year 11 Examinations 

Week 9 (B Week) 

Mon 14 Sept to Fri 18 Sept incl Year 11 Examinations continue 

Mon 14 Sept to Fri 18 Sept incl Year 10 Work Placement  

Thurs 17 Sept Newsletter 15/20 published 

Week 10 (A Week) 

Weds 23 Sept Landcare 

Thurs 24 Sept - Year 12 Reports, Awards and References issues 
- Year 12 Awards Ceremony – COLA – Year 12 Students ONLY according to 

COVID-19 safety protocols  
- Year 12 Clap-Out 

Fri 25 Sept Last Day of Term 

 

 

2020 – YEAR 12 GRADUATION ACTIVITIES – WEEK 10 
 

• Will be significantly modified to ensure COVID-19 safety protocols are 

maintained 

• Parents/Carers will NOT be able to attend 

• The activities will be live streamed for parents/carers and video 

recording of all events will be made for families 

• The whole school will NOT be able to assemble for a Final Year 12 

Assembly 

• There will be NO Graduation Mass 

• There will be NO Year 12 Formal 

 

 


