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Principal’s Message
YEAR 12 2021 WITNESSING TO THE FINEST OF HUMAN QUALITIES
Tomorrow, our third High School Certificate class will engage in a number of rituals to
mark the conclusion of their 13 years of schooling. The rituals have been significantly
modified to adhere to COVID-19 Safety Protocols. Hence, their much anticipated
celebrations will be markedly different to what our Year 12’s, their parents/carers
and teachers had expected and hoped for.
The global contagion has also disrupted their studies. Unlike our 2020 HSC class, who
experienced disruption in one year (2020), our 2021 cohort has had to contend with
disruption and dislocation in the learning process throughout their two years of
senior schooling. The harsh and unforgiving reality of COVID-19 has meant that they
have had to adjust to and cope with associated feelings of powerlessness, anxiety
and stress, discontinuity and vulnerability, grief and loss.
Their character, individually and collectively, has been truly tested. It has demanded great tenacity of purpose and an
unrelenting resolve not to give in to feelings of despondency and despair. They have witnessed to remarkable courage of
endurance and a fervent desire to persevere in their studies despite the obstacles and challenges before them. At all times they
have been sensitive and responsive to the needs of each other. They have supported their teachers and mentors while seeking
and gaining invaluable encouragement and support from them. They have promoted and shared in each other’s growth and the
continued growth and development of our community despite the challenges presented by the contagion.
They have refused to surrender their education to a virus and to being locked down. They have continued to put one foot after
the other, to engage in tiny acts of courage which are, in truth, tiny acts of hope. Indeed, they have witnessed to the finest
human qualities. This is a credit to each of them and to all who have shared in and nurtured them in their journey in education –
their parents/carers; their family members; their teachers (infant, primary and high school), their teacher mentors; their friends
and our teacher support staff.
A journey to wholeness is a life-long journey. It is a journey which unfolds with our best efforts, partnership with others and the
help of God’s grace. Please pray that our Year 12’s recognise this; appreciate the gifts emanating from their Catholic schooling
and accept the responsibility they now have to live with integrity; to be their best selves; to care for their neighbour; to be
stewards of creation and promote the common good.
May they be truly blessed in their past school years with the courage and commitment to emulate the Sisters of St Joseph, our
Founding order, and be authentic symbols of Christ’s love.
Blessings
Larry Keating
Principal
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STAFFING
In the past two weeks, appointments have been completed, through the Diocesan Merit Selection process, to 12 teaching
positions for 2022. The positions attracted a large number of high quality applicants from within the diocese, the state and interstate, as well as from Catholic, Government and Independent school systems.
The details related to each appointment and changes in the composition of the Teacher Support and Teaching Staff effective
from the beginning of the 2022 academic year, will be outlined in the final Newsletter for the year (Newsletter 19.21 – to be
published on 2 December 2021). The 2022 staffing process should be completed in the coming weeks.
Larry Keating
Principal

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – WELLBEING
UNIFORM
Information is on Compass regarding Uniform requirements for 2022. This information can also be found on the
College website - http://www.gatesheadsm.catholic.edu.au/st_mary_s_uniform_information.html
The information provided is especially pertinent to students currently in Year 9 who will be transitioning to Year
10 and to any child who will be newly enrolled in 2022.
Due to current COVID protocols, the Uniform shop is temporarily closed. The Uniform information on our
website includes home-fitting arrangements. You are kindly requested to follow the instructions on the leaflet
provided.
Year 9 2021 Parents are kindly requested to note that students will require a blazer at the commencement of
Year 10 2022. Year 10 2022 boys will also require trousers for formal occasions.
From the commencement of 2022, black polishable leather school shoes will only be accepted. Black "Vans"
or "Converse" branded shoes (or similar) will not be permitted.
If you have any queries regarding ordering, please contact the Uniform Shop directly. Their contact number is
0435 954 372.

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS
Due to COVID Safety protocols, you will be aware that our Uniform shop is currently closed for face-to-face fittings.
When there is a change to this mandated requirement, you will be immediately notified. In the meantime, please
find attached the instructions for purchasing new uniform. For purchase/fitting enquiries, please contact Kylie
Delaney, Alinta (St Mary’s) Shop Manager – 0456 006062.
If current or future College uniform requirements present you with any difficulties whatsoever, please contact the
College to seek further advice. We understand the difficulties all our families face during these uncertain times, we
are here to help and support you – please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
Please see below for further details.
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LEADER OF WELLBEING – YEAR 12
It is time to say farewell and thankyou to our Year 12 students of 2021. It has been a wonderful experience to have
been able to share this last week with them at school, face to face, after so many weeks of home learning. They have
been positive in their approach to their classes and as always, very generous in their appreciation of the time and
effort that the staff has put into helping them in their preparation for the HSC.
I want to thank the students for the time we have shared over the past six years as the Wellbeing coordinator of
their year. It has been a privilege to have been a part of their life journey as they moved through the ups and downs
of secondary schooling and adolescence. We have shared some very enjoyable and memorable experiences over the
years, with the most recent being the Year 12 Retreat which we were very fortunate to have participated in at the
beginning of Term 2 this year. I hope that when the students look back on their experiences and memories of St
Mary’s, (whether they have been here for the whole six years of their secondary education or have come into the
form at a later stage over the years) that they feel that they were appreciated, respected, deeply cared for and
loved.
Despite the difficulties they have faced this year with the uncertainties of the HSC and the change in routine, and
even expectations regarding how Year 12 usually finish their secondary schooling, they have remained positive and
have made a concerted effort to stay on track with their examination preparation. Hopefully they will be able to look
back on the Covid experience of the past two years and see that they have grown stronger in many ways because of
it. Those who have taken on the challenges in a positive and motivated way have set themselves up for future
successes determining ways to overcome obstacles and how to make the best outcomes even in difficult situations.
I would like to thank them for the love they have shared with all of us in this college community and the treasured
memories which they have created for us all, especially for me as their Leader of Wellbeing. I wish them the best for
their future journey and want them to know they will always hold a special place in my heart, and my teaching
career.
Amanda Tobin
Year 12 Leader of Wellbeing and Engagement
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LEADER OF WELLBEING – YEAR 7
YEAR 7 IMMUNISATIONS – VACCINATION UPDATE
Unfortunately, we today received correspondence from Hunter New England - Immunisations, with a change of
plans for the School Immunisation Program.
This morning we received notification from NSW Health that the routine school vaccination program in Term 4 2021
is to be postponed. The department is preparing urgent communication for our education partners with advice to
school staff and parents. It is anticipated that parents will be advised that they may take their child to the GP for
vaccination. GPs will receive communication that they may have students requesting catch-up vaccinations. Please
look out for communications from Hunter New England Health.
Regrettably, Hunter New England Health's planned visit for Term 4 is unable to go ahead. Should you have further
enquiries, Hunter New England Health can be contacted on 02 4924 6477.
Katrina Brennan
Year 7 Leader of Wellbeing & Engagement

Tell Them From Me Survey
Last year you may recall parents, staff and students (Years 7–12) participated in an online – Tell Them From Me
(TTFM®.) survey.
Schools in Australia and around the world have used the Tell Them From Me survey to help them improve.
The data we received provided us with valuable feedback in relation to faith, learning, student engagement and
wellbeing and will help to better inform our Diocesan system as well as our own school improvement agenda. The
survey takes approximately 15–20 minutes to complete and will close on 29th October 2021.
As parents and carers of students in our school, we deeply value your feedback and encourage you to partner with
us and complete this survey. The information we gather is critical to us and allows us to hear directly from you and
gain insight into what you think is important about the work we do, how we communicate with you and where you
think we need to improve.
We want all (children/young people) in our schools to thrive and we know that working together, listening and
sharing ideas helps all students.
If you have questions about this survey, please don’t hesitate to contact me via email at
shane.abell@mn.catholic.edu.au
The website for parents/carers to complete the survey is: http://tellthemfromme.com/smccparents {this link is for
parents/carers only.}
Shane Abell
Digital Innovation & Learning
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ASPIRE 2022 DESIGN ENSEMBLE
ASPIRE is looking for interested students who may be interested in being involved in our 2022 ASPIRE Design
Ensemble. Please see below and the attached link: https://aspire.mn.catholic.edu.au/join-us/design-ensemble/
ASPIRE is continuing to offer students the opportunity to be part of the design team for ASPIRE 2022. This ensemble is
designed for students (Year 9 upwards) in the diocese with an interest in visual art, who will be involved in the design
and realisation of the 2022’s set and costume pieces. We are looking for Expressions of Interest from students wishing
to be a part of this exciting program.
Working under the direction of ASPIRE’s Design Ensemble Director, students will work on areas such as costume
creation, set building and painting, makeup and hair design and theatrical design elements.
Interested students are encouraged to complete an application form to register their interest. Applications
close: Week 9 Term 4
If you require further information please contact Anne Atkins by either phone (020 4979-1331 or email
anne.atkins@mn.catholic.edu.au
Students engage with the program in Term 1 2022 on Tuesday afternoons from 4.30pm – 7.30pm at St Pius X,
Adamstown.

LIBRARY MATTERS
This week we saw WORLD SCHOOL LIBRARY DAY, which
was great on one hand, and so disappointing on the
other. With the library currently being in a lockdown, we
were not able to celebrate, but that just means that all
our pent-up energy will be on fire for 2022. When we
reconvene next week with all years back on site, the
library is all sorted with different year groups scheduled
to use the library on different days. We will also be
offering CLICK and COLLECT – to all our students and
staff. Send me an email for any books you are wanting to
borrow, and they will be delivered to your Roll Call room
the next day.
While World School Libraries Day was difficult for us to celebrate onsite, I had the opportunity to be part of some
great Professional Development. I look forward to supporting our teachers and students in future programs in
developing our students to ensure that become informed, responsible and savvy global citizens.
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St Mary’s Library will be thrilling our students and staff with a New York Times bestselling young adult title during Big
Library Read, the world’s largest digital book club.
From November 1-15, students can join thousands of others around the world in borrowing and reading Natalie D.
Richards’ suspense thriller, Five Total Strangers, from Sora, our school’s digital collection. St Mary’s students and
staff can securely borrow the ebook and audiobook for free with no waiting.
Big Library Read is available in over 21,000 libraries and thousands of schools around the world. The program is
facilitated by OverDrive, the leading digital reading platform for popular ebooks, audiobooks and magazines.
“I just finished the first chapter and was hooked...you can’t beat a good thriller!” Ros Dunn, Teacher Librarian.
In Five Total Strangers, Mira needs to get home for the holidays. Badly. But when an incoming blizzard results in a
cancelled connecting flight, it looks like she might get stuck at the airport indefinitely. And then Harper, Mira's
glamorous seatmate from her initial flight, offers her a ride. Harper and her three friends can drop Mira off on their
way home. But as they set off, Mira realizes her fellow travellers are all total strangers. And every one of them is
hiding something. Soon, roads go from slippery to terrifying. People's belongings are mysteriously disappearing.
Someone in the car is clearly lying, and may even be sabotaging the trip—but why? And can Mira make it home alive,
or will this nightmare drive turn fatal?
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Some of you are aware of my passion for the night sky and deep space. I am super excited about this event and
thought that you too may be interested - Friday – 22nd October.
https://fb.me/e/1Z3AgtF1l

Mrs Rosalind Dunn
Teacher Librarian
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COUNSELLOR NEWS
To our Year 12 students ….. in the words of Dr Seuss, in Oh, The Places You’ll Go!
Congratulations!
Today is your day.
You’re off to Great Places!
You’re off and away!
Thinking of you over the coming weeks and wishing you all the best for your HSC exams and beyond.

Vanessa Petersen & Kaine Griffith
Counsellors
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Calendar
Week 4 (B Week)
Mon 25 October

Week 5 (A Week)
Mon 1 November
Thurs 4 November
Week 6 (A Week)
Tues 9 November
Thurs 11 November
Week 7 (B Week)
Thurs 11 November
Week 8 (A Week)
Mon 22 November

Week 9 (B Week)
Sun 28 November
Mon 29 November
Tues 30 November
Wed 1 December
Thurs 2 December
Fri 3 December
Sat 4 December
Week 10 (A Week)
Mon 6 December
Wed 8 December
Fri 10 December
Week 11 (B Week)
Mon 13 December
Tues 14 December

Wed 15 December
Thurs 16 December
Fri 17 December

Note:

•
•
•

Week of practice tests (Year 12) – The Josephite Centre
Year 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 return to Face-to-Face teaching
Year 11 Awards and Parent/Student/Teacher interviews – 2.30pm to 5.30pm – details TBC

“STUVAC” – Year 12 until Monday 8 November
Newsletter 17.21 published
HSC Examinations Commence
Remembrance Day
•
•

Remembrance Day
Newsletter 18.21 published

•
•
•

Opening Ceremony of Stage 2 Facilities – TBC
Year 7-10 PAT Testing throughout the week – TBC
Year 10 (Year 11 2022) Course Preference Interviews (Parents and Students) - TBC

Advent Sunday
Year 10 Community Day – Chris Doyle – TBC
Year 10 Reports published
Landcare
Newsletter 19.21 published – Last Newsletter for 2021
Last day of HSC Exams
Year 12 Graduation Formal - TBC
Year 10 Awards Ceremony – TBC
Year 10’s Last Day
Year 11’s Last Day
Years 7, 8, 9 – Reports published
•
Students last day – dismissal after Awards Ceremony
•
Years 7, 8, 9 - Awards Ceremony AM (TBC)
•
Staff Emergency Care, CPR & Anaphylaxis Training – PM (Pupil Free)
Staff Professional Development – Spirituality Day – Pupil Free
Staff Professional Development Day – Pupil Free
Staff Organisation Day – Pupil Free - End of Term

ATAR Results released – 20 January 2022
HSC Results Released – 6.00am – 24 January 2022

COMPLAINTS & GRIEVANCES RESOLUTION
Diocesan Schools are committed to providing a positive, safe environment for all staff and students. There are
occasions however, when members of our schools and wider community can sometimes be concerned about
something that is happening at a school that appears to be unsatisfactory or reasonable. If you have had
discussions about an issue or series of issues that you feel does not provide a resolution please pick up a copy of
the Complaints and Grievances Resolution pamphlet available at Reception.
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