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Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members 
 
“HOPE: THE RESURRECTION OF THE SPIRIT” 
 
As the COVID-19 virus spreads at a feverish pace into global contagion, we, all of us, are experiencing life as more 
uncertain and more stressful. Confronted with our own vulnerability and so much uncertainty, anxiety and 
irrationality our sense of hope diminishes, indeed we struggle to remain hopeful about our future. 
 
This impacts on each of us personally. It changes how we act and feel. The actual or potential loss of employment; 
the fear of not being able to provide the essentials for daily living; the fear of losing our homes; the fear of severe 
illness and death to ourselves and our loved ones and the fear of being alone are impacting on our sense of 
emotional and physical wellbeing. 
 
Our experience of deep-seated fear, anxiety, irrationality and vulnerability is also the experience of our young 
people. They, like us, are more fearful, angry and anxious. They like us, may suffer a loss of hope about the future. 
This reality begs the question: What can we do and must do to restore hope to the future? 
 
The following are some insights categorised into themes which address this question. They are taken from three 
books which speak to the reality of our times: 
 
“Turning to One Another: Simple Conversations to Restore Hope to the Future” (2009, Margaret Wheatley) 
 
“Between the Dark and the Daylight – Embracing the Contradictions in Life” (2015, Joan Chittester) (Book 1) 
 
“Scarred by Struggle, Transformed by Hope” (2005, Joan Chittester) (Book 2) 
 
Margaret Wheatley: 
Listen to, talk to and care for each other 
We must care for each other. We must talk to each other and our children about our/their fears and anxieties. About 
how we are feeling and why we are feeling the way we do. We can only change how we act, hence we must be 
aware and encourage our children to be aware of our/their thoughts, beliefs and assumptions which reveal 
themselves in our/their actions. Page 22 
 
Reach out to each other 
“We need each other to find our way through the darkness.” Page 8 
“(We must) reclaim conversation as our route back to each other, and as a path forward to a hopeful future.” Page 8 
 
Build positive relationships with each other 
“We must recognise that relationships are all there is…. Nothing exists in isolation. We have to stop pretending we 
are individuals who can go it alone.” Page 23
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Joan Chittester (Book 1) 
Recognise that the quality of our lives needs to be earned 
“The waves of life break into the centre of our langour to remind us tht the quality of our lives is not simply given to 
us, it needs to be earned. Life does not come cut to size; it requires shaping. Life is the way we deal with it as well as 
the way we look at it.” Page 28 
 
Accepting change and uncertainty as an opportunity to grow 
“Something is changing now. It is time to adjust, to cope, to grow again….” page 29 
 
“We must be prepared at all times to move on, to keep trying, to realize that calamity is as much as part of life as 
security will ever be. And if security brings confidence as well as worry, calamity, as disruptive as it may be, will also 
bring us new growth and enlightenment” page 35 
 
Joan Chittester (Book 2) 
Be courageous; see the gift in struggle 
“Clearly there is a gift that beckons, in the struggle with fear. It is courage…. It is the call to courage that is the 
seedbed of hope” page 48 
 
“The truth is that courage is what carries simple people through an average day. It is not an action; it is an attitude. It 
is the spiritual strength that gives direction in the midst of confusion. It is no more uncommon than fear. It is, in fact, 
the child of fear” page 50 
 
“there is in struggle a challenge to those parts of us that cannot come fully to life except in the darkness of adversity. 
Courage, character, self-reliance, and faith are all forged to a fine point in the fire of affliction” page 85 
 
Don’t give in to despair, be motivated by hope 
“The only difference between hope and despair is that despair shapes an atitude of mind. Hope creates a quality of 
soul” page 106 
 
“Life is not one road. It is many roads, the walking of which provides the raw material out of which we find hope in 
the midst of despair” page 107 
 
“There is beauty in the dark valleys of life. It is called hope” page 90 
 
“Hope is not a matter of waiting for things outside to get better. It is about getting better inside, about what is going 
on inside…. It is about allowing ourselves to let go of the present, to believe in the future we cannot see but can trust 
to God” page 110 
 
Conclusion 
A sense of despair may be the currency of our times but let us not lose sight of the fact that hope rises out of 
despair. The celebration of Eater Sunday is a reminder to each of us, as Christian people, that the deep sense of 
despair and abandonment experienced by Jesus’ followers on Good Friday became the source of hope, liberation 
and “new life” for them on Easter Sunday. 
 
The glory of Christ’s resurrection should be a reminder to each of us that we are called to look for and nurture the 
seeds of “new life” in our families, workplaces and our communal relationships, as we cope with and face the 
demands, challenges and pains of current times. It should be a reminder to us that, as Christian people, we are called 
to have a personal attitude to life that sustains rather than defeats us in our struggles and pain, an attitude that is 
focussed on loving, creating and seeding hope. 
 
May you be especially gifted with love, peace and hope during the Easter season. 
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The following is a beautiful reflection, by Ann Rennie, to help us through these times: 

 
May you be blessed with good health, love peace and hope. 
 
Blessings 
 
Larry Keating 
Principal  

 
The Best of the Human Condition – Kindness and Courage 

 
Life is mostly froth and bubble 
Two things stand like stone 
Kindness in another’s trouble 
Courage in your own 
 
Adam Lindsay Gordon, 19th Century Poet 
 
The recent bushfires have scarred lives and landscapes 
We have seen and mourned the charred cemetery 
of houses and businesses and schools and churches… 
Our wide brown land is not so wide that we can’t feel each other’s pain. 
There are times in life when life is full of froth and bubble. 
But the capriciousness of the life can turn into a harsh and unforgiving reality. 
This is what the world faces now. 
We are told we are on a war footing. 
We are scared. 
Now in this time of panic and pandemic 
we need to heed voices of common sense and solidarity and kindness. 
We need courage and kindness in abundance. 
We might be in lockdown 
but that doesn’t mean that other people are locked out 
We just have to connect in other ways… 
 
Kindness and courage 
still like standing stone 
reminding of us of who we can be 
when it really matters. 

- Ann Rennie 
Taken from Garratt Publishing email 30 March 2020 
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MINISTRY 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” Jn10:10 
 

As Jesus travelled to Jerusalem for the last time, his time to fulfill the Father’s plan for the salvation of 
humankind was drawing near. Jesus’ actions in washing his disciples’ feet, giving us his Body and Blood at 
the Last Supper, and accepting his agony and subsequent death on the Cross give us hope in difficult times 
and model faithful endurance when darkness envelops us. In times of suffering, failure, family breakups, 
loss of friends, loss of security or fear of the unknown, Jesus’ death gives us hope for a new tomorrow. 
Uniting our suffering with his helps us see that to know ourselves we must turn our lives over to Christ. 
With hope, we trust that he will sustain us. Such enduring hope is the bottom line, if we are to recognise 
our true identity. 
 
When we rejoice in Jesus’ Resurrection, we also celebrate Christ’s gift of himself, which transforms us and 
enables us to become a self-gift to others. When this happens, we are renewed by the blessings that Easter 
gives us. On this day, we rejoice in Jesus’ conquest of sin and death and anticipate the Holy Spirit’s coming 
on Pentecost. Jesus continues with us through his people, the ongoing gift of his divine presence. We 
rejoice that our hard times and pain, like his, will be overcome. Each Easter, by the power of God’s grace, 
given through the Holy Spirit, we renew our desire to cultivate our gift of self. We commit ourselves anew 
to our Risen Lord in his joys and suffering, so that one day we will rise and live forever in his Kingdom, 
where no more pain or sadness exist, only God’s all-embracing love. Then will we see how firm faith, 
steadfast love, and enduring hope prepare us to celebrate our giftedness to the other. 
 
DeAnna Addicoat 
Ministry Coordinator 
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CONTINUITY OF LEARNING 
 
The CSO has compiled a number of resources for Parents, Students and Teachers to assist with a “Continuity of 
Learning”. Video Conferencing guidelines can be found in this newsletter. These guidelines have been taken from the 
following website: 
 
https://mncatholic.sharepoint.com/sites/DigitalUpdates/SitePages/Continuity-of-Learning.aspx  
 
This site provides valuable information for all community members in relation to ‘Learning from Home’ 
arrangements. 
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STUDENT VACCINATION PROGRAM 2020 
 
Last Friday a recommendation was made to the NSW Chief Health Officer for the NSW School Vaccination 
Program to be temporarily suspended.  This is to mainly to free up nursing staff for the COVID-19 response, 
but also as schools are experiencing a dramatic reduction in attendance numbers as parents are deciding 
to keep their students at home.   
 
Until now, Hunter New England Health has been notifying schools on a daily basis while they waited for 
official confirmation from NSW Health re the postponement of the program.  
 
A decision has now been made to postpone the Hunter New England program from Wednesday 25th 
March.  
 
It is highly unlikely that Hunter New England Health will be attending the clinic visits booked for Year 10 
Meningococcal immunisation scheduled for Thursday 28 May. Recommencement of the program will 
mostly likely not be reviewed until August/September. 
 
St Mary’s already have a date booked for Hunter New England Health’s final visit in 2020 which is Thursday 
3 September. This date will be used to catch up the Year 7 and Year 10 students who have missed 
vaccinations due to the postponement.   
 
Hunter New England Health are requesting that parents are NOT advised to attend their GP to receive 
missed vaccines, as the GP’s are already heavily burdened with COVID-19 and Influenza season.  
 
The College will receive further information from NSW Health when it comes to hand. This will include 
an information sheet for the College and an information sheet which will be forwarded to 
parents/carers. 
 
Health Protection  | Population Health – HNE 
Booth Building, Longworth Ave 
Locked Bag 10, Wallsend NSW 2287 
Tel 02 4924 6477 | Fax 02 4924 6490 |  
http://www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/immunisation/Pages/Immunisation.aspx  

                             
 
 
 
 

 
I acknowledge the Traditional custodians of the land..Elders past, present and future...on whose land I live and work” 
 

 

ENROLMENTS ARE NOW BEING TAKEN FOR: 
 

YEAR 7 to YEAR 12 (2021) 
 

Enrolment Packs are available from the 
St Mary’s Front Office or can be downloaded from the College website 

 
Completed enrolment packs will be accepted into Term 2 
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Year 9ENGA Diary Entry Activity 
 
I have included some of the enjoyable pieces of writing that I was lucky enough to mark recently for my English class. 
Each student has employed an interesting type of sophisticated writing style. 
 
Mrs Milajew (English Teacher) 
 
2018, September 15th, Surprise Creek Falls NT    Bradley Nash Australian Idiom. 
It’s a long journey from Kakadu to Litchfield National Park. Two days of long tedious driving and creek 
crossings which looks suspiciously like there could be a crocodile having a jolly old sunbake. On the Journey 
we stopped at the Mary River Roadhouse to see where ‘Crocodile Dundee ‘was filmed not to mention a well 
needed stop over for some tucker. Among the trip beef jerky was certainly a favourite. After the pitstop we 
headed past Katherine and straight to the Gorge for a well-deserved rest after a hard yakka day of driving. 
We hired four kayaks and paddled out into the sunset. 
 
After the bloody cockatoos woke us up at 5:00 AM we miserably crawled out of our swags covered up and 
down our bodies with mozzie bites. We looked like the walking dead! Nevertheless, a feast of bacon and eggs 
(over the fire) sure woke us up and revitalized us all for the long day of driving. Two cups of coffee later we 
were out and about, heading west through Katherine to Litchfield National Park. An eternity later we stood 
there, gob smacked, before our eyes were the waterfalls, roaring down in front of us while we were parched 
but happy. 
 
September 5, 1991      Lily Quinn    Creates suspense and an ominous tone. 
I hardly remember what happened. It was just me and my two friends, Stanley and Elizabeth, amateur explorers 
searching for our next big adventure. We’d done abandoned buildings before, haunted churches, hidden train 
platforms, so why would some old asylum be any different? 
 
That was two days ago. 
 
We reached the asylum after a long hike through the woods; the closest road was over a mile away. I suspect there 
had been some sort of driveway once, but any remnant of the thing had been overgrown with thorny brambles and 
thick shrubbery. The building itself was not much better — a once great, now dilapidated mansion, its chambers 
sprawling for what seemed like miles. A thick layer of ivy penetrated every surface. How long had it been like this? 
What had happened here that had turned it into what it is now? 
 
The doors were unlocked. Stanley, being the bravest of us three, went first, pushing the great doors apart, revealing 
an ancient, dusty hallway. The room smelled putrid, like something had died, and judging by the condition of the place, 
I wouldn’t be surprised if it had. I edged cautiously after Stanley; the hall was off-putting to say the least. We had 
walked about two metres forward when I noticed that Elizabeth was still standing outside, her face paler than I had 
seen it in a long time. 
 
“I don’t know about this,” she whispered, “It feels a bit disconcerting, almost like I can sense something’s going to go 
wrong…” 
 
She was right. 
 
Stan had to drag Elizabeth by the arm to get her inside. After that though, it wasn’t too bad. There wasn’t much of 
interest in the central rooms, just old offices and the occasional examination room. It was what lay ahead that we 
really came for. Eventually, the hall split into four: the way we came, and three smaller, narrower halls. One for each 
of us. These are the wards, I thought. I took the left ward. Stan took the right. Elizabeth, after some convincing, took 
the central path. I don’t blame her for feeling scared— this place is more than just eerie. I think it’s haunted. 
 
I walked for what felt like ages. With each step I took I felt the hallway grow colder. Occasionally, in some of the rooms, 
there would be a piece of old equipment, like a torn identification sheet or a shattered pill bottle. One time I even saw 
an operating table. Sometimes, out of the corner of my eye, I thought I could see something move behind one of the 
curtains, like a rogue prisoner escaping from a rusted cell. Sometimes, I could even hear whispering, as if the thing I 
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kept seeing was trying to talk to me. Suddenly, the hallway began to close in on me, the lights perpetually changing 
between dim glow and pitch-black darkness. My stomach churned, and my head span, and in that moment, I could 
have sworn I was going to die. 
 
Until… Stanley? 
 
He was standing at the end of the hallway, a vacant expression of his face, his eyes locked on mine. 
“Stan?” I called, “Why’ve you got that mop?” 
 
Before I knew it, he was after me, running toward me a speed unlike any I had seen before. I felt my feet slip on the 
tiles and my weight collapse from under me, my stomach turning to ice as a cold, dead hand tightened around my 
arm. 
 
That’s all I remember. Something must have happened in those two days, something horrible judging by my pounding 
head and achy limbs. I wish I knew, but my mind seems to have jumped from the end of that hallway to here, the 
empty room with the locked door and the sound of footsteps growing ever nearer… 
 
January 17th, 1962   Bronte Carrigan  A Short Horror – Read if you are brave… 
I can't remember a lot of it. I don't know what we expected. We went looking for a dead body. Or, more specifically, 
we went looking for a missing person and ended up finding a dead body. 
 
I can't remember whose idea it was originally; whether it was Tom's or Gilbert's or Rodney's or mine. All I remember 
is that we set out at six o'clock yesterday morning in search of Stacy Halloran who had gone missing three days prior. 
Tom had brought some milk and sandwiches, and Gilly had his dad's Winchester because we didn't know how long 
we'd be out or who we'd run into. We wanted to search the woods because that's near where Stacy was last seen, and 
that's also where all the search parties were being sent. I can't remember why we thought it was a good idea but were 
thirteen and stupid (thoroughly discombobulated in the words of Rodney) and so that was where we went. 
 
I can't remember, but I think we searched for what must have been hours and were ready to give up around the same 
time the sandwiches ran out. Then we found her. In a tree. Gilly had climbed the tree to get a bird's eye view of the 
surrounding area, not realising it was hollow. He was clambering up the trunk and made it maybe halfway up before 
something gave out. Down poor Gilly went. The tree sort of split in half and something slid out of the hollow in the 
trunk, leaving Gilly sprawled on the ground next to Stacy Halloran's dead body. 
 
I can't remember why I didn't scream. People always say that when a person dies, they look like they're asleep, but 
Stacy Halloran just looked dead. Although, thinking back on it now, this was probably partly due to the fact that her 
head was missing. I don't know where her head went. Maybe it blasted off and landed in another tree somewhere. 
What I can remember - and very clearly, at that - is what she looked like. Stacy - what was left of her, that is - lay in a 
limp slump in the dirt. Her dead stump of a neck had obviously once been bleeding but now it was so clotted with pus 
and blood and God-knows-what-else that the opening now merely appeared to be a deep maroon, spongey meat-like 
substance - not unlike, in appearance, a plate of raw, bloody lamb mince - that acted for the body like a cork in a 
champagne bottle. It had been and was a hot summer, and the maggots seemed to have taken a strong liking to this 
particular part of her body. It was not hard to imagine that if this blockage of sorts was to be removed, all that was 
firmly packed beneath the skin of human beings would spill out of Stacy and lay, exposed for all to see, on the hot, 
sun-baked ground. Nestled amongst this mess-of-a-neck was a splinted stub of spine-bone and the small circular piping 
of a bisected oesophagus. Her limbs were bent at irregular intervals and littered with groupings of bruises and swelling 
as though they had been hammered with a heavy, blunt object of sorts. 
 
And she looked so broken, and standing there, looking at her, I felt so exuberant, so luminous, so lucid. And standing 
there, looking at her, I could understand why the maggots were so drawn to her headless neck. It was fresh meat, and 
they say that for animals, fresh meat is hard to resist. And humans are, after all, just glorified animals. Something 
about her limpness and lifelessness excited me and made me feel electrified. I felt how I imagine a soon-to-be-junkie 
feels after taking his very first dose; all sharp and on-edge and ready to take on the world. 
 
I can't remember how long we stood there, frozen, just staring at her; the purple and yellow that kissed her pale white 
skin, and the place where her head used to be. 
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I can't remember how long it was before we heard the dry crackle of footsteps on dead leaves and voices coming 
towards us and realised it was the search party. A group of maybe seven men broke through the trees. They stood 
there staring at us and I didn't realise why but then I remembered that we were standing over a decapitated Stacy 
Halloran. I expected to hear them yell "Hooray! You found her! You're heroes!" but instead all they uttered was 
something about calling the cops. 
 
I can't remember which one of the men tackled me but down I went, and I heard Rodney yelp because one had taken 
hold of him too. And we were dragged away, and given to the police, and asked to confess. 
 
So we did. 
 
Because, to be honest, I can't remember. I can't remember if we killed Stacy Halloran or if we didn't, but I think we 
might’ve, but I can’t remember. I remember that she was stuffed in a tree when we found her, but I can't remember 
whether we put her there, but I think we might've, but I can't remember. I can't remember how we knew where she 
was, but we must've known because we found her when no one else could, so we must have killed her, but I can't 
remember. I can't remember what we did with her head, but we must've done something because it's not there 
anymore, but I can't remember. I can’t remember where we put the axe or the hammer or the saw, but we must’ve 
put them somewhere good because the police haven’t found them yet, but I can’t remember. I can’t remember why I 
liked the look of a broken Stacy Halloran so much, but I think I must have done that to her, but I can’t remember. I 
can’t remember why I wanted to break her so bad, but I still do, but I can’t remember. And now we're in gaol - Tom, 
Gilbert, Rodney and I - and I don't think they're going to let us go because we might've killed her, but I can't remember. 
I think we killed her, but I can't remember. I don't know. I don't know. I don't know. I don't know. I don't know. We 
might've killed her. I think we killed her, but I don't know. I don't know. I don't know. I don't know. I don't know. I don't 
know. I don't know . . . 
 
 

SMCC Virtual Book Club 
 

No, this is not an April Fool’s Joke! Yes, the Library has gone online for its very first Virtual Book Club Meeting on the 
1st April. The book was the ever-popular series, Divergent by Veronica Roth, and while it was a small virtual gathering, 
the group came together and we chatted about the characters, plot and the differences between the book and the 
movie. Using ZOOM we were able to connect with like-minded friends and share our enjoyment of Divergent and get 
ideas of similar stories we might enjoy along the same theme. The Book Club members have made some suggestions 
for future meetings, so stay tuned and look out for more Virtual Book Club meetings coming in the weeks to come.  

 
“Virtual Book Club was the thing I was most looking forward to all week” 

                             Mia- Gateshead 
 

Mrs Rosalind Dunn – Teacher Librarian 
 
 
 
 
  



St Mary’s Catholic College Gateshead – Newsletter 05.20  Thursday 2 April 2020 
 

12 | P a g e  
 

LIBRARY MATTERS 
 
Clickview Access for students 
Students are able to access the digital video resource of Clickview by 
following the link at left, or by accessing the Library HopePage via the 
School Portal on Compass. Once connected, students are able to find 
videos in their subject folders of the St. Mary’s Library or watch content 
that teachers have provided the link for. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SORA App for ebooks and audiobooks 
Did you know that you can access over 11,000 titles in our e-book and 
audiobook app? The SORA app is available FREE to all students 24 hours a 
day/ 7 days a week.  The SORA app is available via the Apple app store and 
Google Play. Download the app and open “Find my school” and click on “I 
have a set-up code” The set-up code is cenetau ACEN Member Collection. 
Select ACEN Member Collection as your library. Click on the green: Sign in 
using ACEN Member Collection. Add the SORA short cut – choose Add. 
Install app – choose install.  
And enjoy thousands of titles on your own device. Come and ask the library 
staff if you have any difficulties.      
 
 
 
 
 

Access to St. Mary’s Library Catalogue 
Students can check on books, resources, audio 
books, and e-books to read from their devices 
via the library catalogue at St. Mary’s. Simply 
log on to Compass and go to the School 
Portal, then click on the Library HomePage. 
Type in the title you are looking for in the 
search box, and the available copies will be 
displayed. 
 
 If you find the title you are wanting, please 
email Mrs. Dunn 

rosalind.dunn@mn.catholic.edu.au with your request, and the library staff will leave the book for you at the front 
office once Mrs. Dunn has confirmed your request.  
 
Premier’s Reading Challenge – Year 7-9 Students 

It’s not too late to enter the 2020 NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge. Come by the 
library and pick up the permission slip and the reading log to get a start for this 
fantastic challenge. We do need this permission slip signed by parents/carers and 
returned to the library for registration.  
For a complete list of books included in this year’s challenge, please follow the link 
below: 
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/booklist/readingLog.html 
 

 
Rosalind Dunn, Teacher Librarian                                          Brad Trost, Library/Visual Art Teacher 
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Careers Corner  
 
White card training 
Earlier this term, a group of year 10 and 11 students completed their white card training. It was a full day of learning 
to gain this important qualification to allow students to gain employment on construction sites in the future.  An 
additional day will run in Term 3 for any students who require the qualification for work experience. 
 
The students who successfully completed the training are: 
Thomas Alchin, Luke Angelozzi, Rory Barnes, Jed Broughton-Rouse, Bailey Croft, Paige Edmonds, Mitchell Johnson, 
Jack Kelly, William Parker, Patrick Russell, Joel Webb, Eli Worell. 
 
Work Experience 
At Present, work experience for year 10 has been allocated a week in late Term 3. However, currently the CSO has 
issued an instruction to stop all work experience. All students will be kept up to date via email and the school 
newsletter in relation to the process, should the week be allowed to go ahead. 
 
University applications 
On April 1st, year 12 students are able to apply through UAC for entry to university. Students will need their UAC pin, 
which will be emailed to them and their NESA student number to complete the application.  I will be sending out 
video to walk through this process in the coming weeks.  I also encourage all students and parents to follow the UAC 
Facebook page.  UAC are releasing announcements as required in relation to the current changes due to COVID-19. 
There is no immediate rush to apply through UAC. Early bird applications do not close until September 30, 2020. 
Some important links regarding this process: 

- UAC website 

https://www.uac.edu.au/ 
- UAC Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/uacinfo/ 
- Parent information updates 

https://enews.uac.edu.au/h/r/497C83CA58DEA5522540EF23F30FEDED?fbclid=IwAR1fV9O40gr77S0x4y7bpuzo8-
z0bNS4uFHVRLkRRUkzavaHVEkk1TcPLl8 
 
Luke Kelleher 
Acting Careers Advisor 
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IMPORTANT  
ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

St. Mary’s Catholic College 
Introducing…… Take Home Meals 

 

 
 

In light of the current health crisis, St Mary’s Canteen, Hospitality 
and Food Tech Staff are offering, from Term 2, prepared meals 

for you to purchase and take home. This will alleviate the 
constant worry of having to go shopping for the nightly meal. 

 
Meals will be prepared under the strictest hygiene regulations 

and can be pre-ordered using Qkr!, by email or telephone order 
the day before. Eftpos ‘tap and go’ will also be available. 

 
At this point we are thinking of offering a limited lunchtime 
menu to include soup and salads, and a choice of 3 different 

choices of meals (including vegetarian) and a dessert. 
 
For this endeavour to be viable  - we need your help by emailing 
the College with your Expression of Interest to: 

admin@gatesheadsm.catholic.edu.au by Thursday 9 April   
Thank you!!
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COVID-19 – FEES RELIEF 
 
The CSO is acutely aware of the impact COVID-19 is having on the finances of families. A letter has been distributed 
to parent/carers, via Compass, outlining two measures to assist families: 
 
Part A will allow parents/carers to suspend account payments until term 3 (July, 2020) and Part B will allow 
parents/carers to request a fee concession. 
 
The CSO guidance to parent/carers is that approved REQUESTS will qualify for COVID-19 fee concessions up to the 
amount of unpaid Term One and Term Two billings. 
 
For further information, please click on this link: https://www.mn.catholic.edu.au/media/49446/010420-ltr-to-
parents-re-fee-support.pdf. This takes you to a letter of explanation with a fee support link. Please click on this to 
the Fee Support box. 
 

 
 
To all community members…. 
 
If you have a query or a question, remember that the Support Staff are here to help you. While the Administration 
Offices remain open, please don’t hesitate to give us a call so that we can answer your queries or point you in the 
right direction! 
 

“Ready to Serve” 
 
 
 
  

 
“That which is Christ-like within us shall be crucified. 

It shall suffer, and be broken, And that which is 
Christ-like within us shall rise up. It shall love and create” 

 
Michael Leunig, “A Common Prayer Collection” 
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Week 11 (A Week) 
Mon 6 April  Catholic Feeder Schools Enrichment Week (all week) - CANCELLED 

 Year 11 (2021) Information Evening for Year 10 Students and Parents - 
POSTPONED 

 Year 10 “Physics is Fun” Luna Park Excursion - CANCELLED 
Tues 7 April Year 8 Faith Formation Day - CANCELLED 
Wed 8 April  Landcare - CANCELLED 

 Year 6 Students - Government Schools Enrichment Day - CANCELLED 
 Year 11 Interviews – 3.30pm to 6.00pm – RKC - CANCELLED 

Thurs 9 April  Final Day for Year 7 (2021) Enrolment Applications due to General Office 
 Easter Liturgy - CANCELLED 
 Holy Thursday    
 Last Day of Term 

Fri 10 April Good Friday (Public Holiday) 
Sunday 12 April Easter Sunday 
TERM 2 CALENDAR 2020 - Week 1 (A Week) 
Mon 27 April  Day 1 – Term 2 – Students return 

 YEAR 12 RETREAT – POSTPONED – Details to follow 
 

Prayer Resources for Individuals and Families 

During this time of social isolation, it is important that we pray and stay connected to our community. A 
range of online resources is available to support personal and family prayer at: 

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/covid-19-supplementary-prayer-
resources/.  

Additionally, LiturgyHelp is offering free access to its range of prayer resources at 
https://liturgyhelp.com/aus/mn/pray.  

LITURGY AND ADULT FAITH FORMATION, DIOCESE OF MAITLAND - NEWCASTLE 

                                                                                                                

 
 
 
COMPASS UPDATE 
 
With regard to Student Attendance, if you are receiving SMS notifications because your child is not 
in attendance, please telephone the front office - 4944 4800 - to provide an explanation. Although 
your child is working from home, due to government legislation relating to student attendance, we 
do require this information from parents/carers. 
 
As the College currently remains open, please be advised that rostered Teachers and Support 
Staff are here to help you, should you need any assistance. 


