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 Principal’s Message 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members 
  

NURTURING ADOLESCENTS OF “GOOD CHARACTER” 
 

The great Greek philosopher, Aristotle, defined good character as a “life of right conduct”. That is right conduct 
in relation to others and to oneself. As parent and teacher educators and partners sharing in the education of 
our adolescents we have a mutual obligation to form them as young people of conviction, integrity, courage 
and strong character. That is, as people who are prepared to challenge the falsities of our time, and who are 
prepared to stand up, challenge and strive to rectify the injustices and wrong-doing happening in their world 
and ours. 
 
If our adolescents are to be committed to a life of “right conduct” then we must share in developing within 
them virtues such as self-control, generosity, moderation, courage, compassion, gratitude, empathy and the 
inner strength required to challenge and correct the injustices and falsities encountered in their daily lives. 
 
If as their educators we (parents and teachers) are committed to developing the character of our adolescents in 
this way, then we must also witness to these qualities in our lives. 
 
As the great humanitarian Albert Schweitzer put it, “Example is not the main thing in influencing others. It is 
the only thing.” 
 
The quality of our witness in the home and school, and how the great social personal values like respect, justice, 
compassion, honesty and civility permeate the life of the home and the school, and our daily functioning in the 
home and the school, are vital factors in developing a moral environment nurturing young people of “good 
character”. 
 
Injustices, a lack of respect for, human dignity, society’s values, behavioural norms and for the environment 
prevail whenever “good people” stand by and do nothing about them. We fail our young people, as their 
educators if they leave our care as passive by-standers in the face of inequality and injustice. In the spirit of 
Mary McKillop and  as Christians walking in the footsteps of Jesus of Nazareth we must educate and empower 
them to be people who “thirst for justice and compassion” in their lifeworld. 
 
Our homes and school must provide a moral environment that emphasises good values and ensure that they 
are in the forefront of everyone’s consciousness. When we do this, our adolescents will come to know what is 
right, to care deeply about what is right and then act in accordance with what they believe to be right. 
 
Blessings 
 
Larry Keating 
Principal

St Mary’s Catholic College Gateshead 
 
 
 

Newsletter No.12/20 
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Year 7 (2021) Enrolment Process 
The next step in the Enrolment process will occur in weeks 5 and 6 of term (Monday 17 August to Friday 8 August 
2020) when telephone interviews will be held with parents/carers and their children. Conducting interviews by 
telephone is a safety protocol being adapted to minimise physical contact between individuals. Members of the 
College’s Leadership Tam will make the phone calls to parents/carers. 
 
The College continues to attract a large number of Enrolment applications. The demand for places exceeds available 
spaces. Students not offered a place in the first round of offers have had their names added to a priority list and 
parents/carers will be contacted once a position becomes available. 
 

 
SCHOOL FEES 
 
If your family income has been reduced because of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, PLEASE recognise that fee 
relief is available and will be provided according to each family’s circumstances to pay. 
 
PLEASE DON’T STRESS OVER THE PAYMENT OF SCHOOL FEES – CONTACT THE FINANCE OFFICE AND RELIEF WILL BE 
PROVIDED. 
 

 
StaffIng Update 
Ms Cherie Wren has taken Maternity Leave until early June 2021 and has been replaced by Mrs Patricia Hendrie. 
Mrs Lisa Dionysius has returned from Maternity Leave at the commencement of term 3 on a part-time job-share 
basis with Mrs Rosemary Laughton who covered for Lisa during her period of leave. 
 
The College is blessed with access to outstanding casual and temporary teachers who set high standards  and 
expectations who know the students and staff; are familiar with the College routines and are always keen to 
participate in College life. 
 
We are indeed fortunate to have access to a highly experienced, competent and professional group of educators as 
casual and temporary teachers.  
 
Compass Update 
Reminder! PLEASE DO NOT SUBMIT PARTIAL ABSENCES through the Compass App. Submitting partial absences may 
cause inconsistences with your child’s attendance. Only whole day absences should be submitted via Compass. 
 
If your child’s absence is a partial day absence, please continue to send in a note in explanation or accompany your 
child to the Front Office to sign in late or sign out early. 
 
If your child is leaving school early on a Friday, a written permission note must be brought in. Mrs Annette Morgan, 
Leader of Learning (Sport), processes these notes which are then brought to the Front Office before your child has 
permission to leave. Without a permission note, the student must remain at school. 
 
Thank you for your support in this matter. 
 
  



St Mary’s Catholic College Gateshead – Newsletter 12.20  Thursday 6 August 2020 

 

3 | P a g e  
 

  

 
 

“BE COVID SAFE” 
 

• If your child is sick they MUST not come to school. 
You must keep them at home and away from others. 
 

• Please encourage your children to: 
 
o  tell their teacher if they become sick at school 

 
o Wash their hands with soap and water and use 

hand sanitiser on a regular basis during the day, 
particularly before and after eating, and after 
going to the toilet 
 

o Cover coughs and sneezes with their elbow or 
tissue 

 
o Avoid touching their eyes, nose and mouth 

 
o NOT share food or drink 

 
o Place used tissues straight into the bin 

 
o All community members to adhere, where 

possible, to the 1.5metre social distancing 
etiquette 
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MINISTRY 
 
On Wednesday 29th, Bishop Bill came to the school for his annual visit which is a pleasure that we look forward to 
every year as senior leaders of the college. We discussed how the school year has been different to many and the 
obstacles we faced and overcome as a community. 
 
The conversation consisted of the school’s response to online learning and the gradual return of students at the 
beginning of last term. The Bishop appreciated the college’s shift in period length to four, eighty minute period days 
with time in the afternoon to catch up on course work, clarify any questions and revise for assessments/exams. 
 
As leaders we enjoyed our conversation with Bishop Bill about leadership in Catholic schools, as we could appreciate 
that he was acknowledging the student voice and our perspective on the challenging year we have experienced. 
Bishop Bill also was very interested in the development of the new classrooms and services provided as we showed 
him the progress of the renovations around the school. We appreciate the time that Bishop Bill, and religious 
coordinators, Bernadette and Anne, took to visit our school and listen to our thoughts and experiences of 2020, and 
the school looks forward to having him return.   
 
College Student Leaders 
 

 
On Saturday August 8, we celebrate the vision of Australia’s first Saint, Mary MacKillop. 
 
She was a pioneer and advocate for the poor, sick and those on the margins of our society. Mary was remarkable as a 
strong female leader in 19th century Australia. Education in this country is what it is today thanks to her dedication 
and determination. 
 
Mary and Fr Julian Tenison Woods co-founded the Josephite Sisters. It is because of the Sisters that St Mary’s 
Catholic College exists today. 
 
We remain committed to continuing the works of the Sisters of Saint Joseph, with the utmost respect for our great 
past and we look to the future for transformation and change. 
 
In 1867, Fr Julian Tenison Woods wrote that the Sisters were to: “Do all the good they can and never see an evil 
without trying how they may remedy it. …’  
 
It is in the spirit of that guiding principle that we, St Mary’s Catholic College are always 'Ready to Serve’. 
 

Let us join in prayer: 
 

For our world that is in pain. 
 

Bountiful and loving God, 
 

You filled the heart of Mary MacKillop with compassionate love for those who are in need and those at the margins 
of our society. 

 
Inspired by her example, may we be led by your Spirit to reach out to our brothers and sisters. 

 
Give us generous hearts to respond to the cries of those who are poor in our community and in our world. 

 
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. 

 
Amen. 

 
Blessed Mary of the Cross, standing with the vulnerable, pray for us. 
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Assistant Principal – Wellbeing 
 
Dear parents, caregivers, and community members, 
 
As we continue to support the children and young people in our care and look for ways to support each other I 
thought it timely to share a resource which I have found particularly useful during the uncertainty of the COVID 
period.  
 
The Head to Health website aids in locating digital mental health services from some of Australia’s most trusted 
mental health organisations [ANU, Beyond Blue, Black Dog Institute, etc]. The site, provided by the Australian 
Department of Health brings together apps, online programs, online forums, and phone services, as well as a range 
of other resources. While not a replacement for trained medical professionals, digital mental health resources can be 
beneficial for people with or at risk of mild or moderate mental health difficulties, or people supporting someone 
with mental health issues.  
 
For further information visit the following web address:  https://headtohealth.gov.au/ 
 
Benjamin Frize 
Assistant Principal – Wellbeing 
 

 

Assistant Principal – Learning & Teaching 
 

Newsletter Week 3 Term 3 2020 

In a little more than a week our Year 12 students will commence their Trial HSC Examinations. This time 
can be stressful and challenging for many and this year, like no other, brings a whole other layer of anxiety. 
It is at this point that I share with Year 12 two very simple mantras that have served me well over the years 
– The first, Fast from Anxiety and Feast on God’s Love, reminds us to surrender ourselves to God’s care, 
trusting that a way forward is always possible when loved unconditionally by a loving Father. The second 
mantra is even simpler in form – Let Go, Let God. Again, this mantra reminds us that the worry and anxiety 
that often accompanies such things as exams, does not have to be carried as a burden. I encourage Year 12 
students to work your best, that’s all we can ask, and, please, allow yourself to let go of the worrying. 
Trusting in God to carry you through, surrendering, gives you safe passage through stressful times and 
allows you to concentrate on the things that matter. Please be kind to yourselves these next few weeks. 
   
                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In speaking of HSC, in my reading recently of the 2020 SMH HSC study Guide 
https://www.smh.com.au/hsc-study-guide-2020 I came across some of the shared advice from last year’s 
HSC students. I hope you find this useful - 
 

I stopped obsessing about things that were out of my control. 

Then I decided to stop aiming for perfection and aim for personal satisfaction instead. I stopped obsessing 
about things that were out of my control (e.g. silly mistakes I might make) and was satisfied with my 
preparation when I went into an exam. 

https://headtohealth.gov.au/
https://www.smh.com.au/hsc-study-guide-2020
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If I could do it all again… 
I would remind myself that my life does not depend on the HSC. While the HSC is important and you 
should try your best, it is just one stepping stone in life's journey. It is important to take things as they come 
so you don't get overwhelmed. Taking it one day at a time also allows you to deal with the stress and 
workload of your HSC year. 
 

How I tackled it 

• Emailed my teacher. Even if you think your question is 'dumb'. In most cases, there are plenty of other 
students with the same question 

• Discussed questions with peers. It is always interesting and insightful to get someone else's 
perspective. Asking friends is also useful when you are looking for an immediate answer and it is not an 
appropriate time to ask your teacher 

• Helped others. It's the best way to practise and apply what you've learnt 
 

 

Year 7 – 10 Semester Two Assessment Program 
Following on from the suspension of Formal Assessment Schedules during Term Two and the COVID19 
time away from school, Years 7 – 10 Assessment Schedules have undergone some revision heading into 
Semester Two. As part of our exploration of alternate ways of assessing student work, and in an effort to 
encompass the possibility of further online learning periods, many subjects have made adjustments to the 
original schedules published in Handbooks. A copy of the revised calendars for each year group appears in 
this newsletter. 
  
Please remember the following in relation to the formal tasks listed on these calendars: 
 

• Year 10 Formal Tasks require Illness/Misadventure processes to be observed (as do Year 9 ROSA Formal 
Tasks). The Assessment Policy was issued to all students at the commencement of the academic 
year. 

• All Formal Task Notifications will include a Marking Rubric and clear Criteria. Students should pay 
careful attention to these criteria when working on a task.  

• A copy of individual Formal Assessment Task Notifications can be found in the Student ShareDrive. 
 
Finally, teachers will continue to focus on not only the Formal Assessment Tasks but also the ongoing 
assessment as learning, that is, the small tasks and teacher observations throughout the semester. Final 
Report Grades, and Yr 10 ROSA Grades, will be based on teacher professional judgement based upon a 
variety of assessment tasks, as and of learning. Further information about the nature and types of 
assessment used at the college can be found below: 
 
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/k-10/understanding-the-
curriculum/assessment/approaches 
https://syllabus.nesa.nsw.edu.au/assets/global/files/advice_on_assessment_guide_web.pdf 
 
Cathy O’Gorman 
Assistant Principal – Learning & Teaching 

  

https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/k-10/understanding-the-curriculum/assessment/approaches
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/k-10/understanding-the-curriculum/assessment/approaches
https://syllabus.nesa.nsw.edu.au/assets/global/files/advice_on_assessment_guide_web.pdf


St Mary’s Catholic College Gateshead – Newsletter 12.20  Thursday 6 August 2020 

 

10 | P a g e  
 



St Mary’s Catholic College Gateshead – Newsletter 12.20  Thursday 6 August 2020 

 

11 | P a g e  
 

 



St Mary’s Catholic College Gateshead – Newsletter 12.20  Thursday 6 August 2020 

 

12 | P a g e  
 

 
  



St Mary’s Catholic College Gateshead – Newsletter 12.20  Thursday 6 August 2020 

 

13 | P a g e  
 

 
  



St Mary’s Catholic College Gateshead – Newsletter 12.20  Thursday 6 August 2020 

 

14 | P a g e  
 

Years 7 – 10 Assessment Calendars (Revised 28.7.2020) 
Year 7 

Week Term 3 Term 4 

1   

2  Religious Studies 

3  Science 

4  Technology, Music 

5  EXAM BLOCK 

6  Maths, Visual Arts 

7 Music  

8 Science   

9 Visual Arts  

10 History  

 

Year 8 
Week Term 3 Term 4 

1   

2   

3   

4  Technology. Music 

5  EXAM BLOCK 

6 Science Maths, Visual Arts 

7 Music  

8 Japanese, Chinese  

9 Religious Studies, Geography  

10 Visual Arts  

 

Year 9 
Week Term 3 Term 4 

1   

2  History Elective (100); Commerce (200) 

3 Science, Chinese (100) ITTimber(100), Food Tech (100&200), Building & 
Construction(100) 

4  Photo & DM (100), Food Tech(100&200),  
Visual Arts (100) 

5 Chinese (100) EXAM BLOCK 

6  IST (100), Maths, Music (200), 
 Engineering (100) 

7   

8 Geography; Commerce (200)  

9 Music(200),   

10 Visual Arts (200), Information & Technology 
(100), Food Tech (100&200),  
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Year 10 
Week Term 3 Term 4 

1  Religious Studies 

2   

3 Food Tech (200) ITTimber (100), Music (200), iSTEM (100) Building 
& Construction (200), Visual Arts (100&200), 
Photo & DM (100),  
Food Tech (100&200) 

4  EXAM BLOCK 

5  Maths, iSTEM (200) 

6 Maths  

7 Science  

8 History, Japanese (100)  

9 Work Education, Commerce (100&200)  

10 Food Tech(100), iSTEM (100 & 200) 
Music (200)  

 

 
Notes:  
1. Year ROSA 10 Grades and Final Reports will be based on both formative and summative tasks, including any 

Formal Assessment Tasks as listed above.  

2. Year 10 Exam Block will commence Monday 2 November Term 4 

3. Year 7-9 Exam Block will commence Monday 9 November Term 4 

4. Year 7 – 10 Semester Two Reports will contain the following: 

o Approaches to Learning 

o Outcomes assessed – Extensive, Thorough, Sound, Basic & Limited 

o Subject Grade A – E – based on formative & summative assessment inc End of Course Examinations 

o Teacher Comment 

5. There will be no Marks or Ranks appearing on Reports in 2020 (in keeping with CSO & CSNSW Covid Response 

Guidelines). 

6. Year 7 – 10  Awards (held in Term 4) will recognise Academic Excellence, Diligence and Improvement/Growth. 

 

Headspace Newcastle is hosting a Social Media webinar aimed at Parents and Carers. 

It’s free and its hosted via ZOOM 

 
Tix through eventbrite 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/safe-on-social-tickets-114839399736 

Facebook event 

https://www.facebook.com/events/211415180263714/ 

Safe on Social website 

https://www.safeonsocial.com/ 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/safe-on-social-tickets-114839399736
https://www.facebook.com/events/211415180263714/
https://www.safeonsocial.com/
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LIBRARY MATTERS 

St. Mary’s Book Club 
On Thursday August 6, the St. Mary’s Book Club met and discussed the Percy Jackson Olympus series. The meeting 
was expertly hosted by “Percy Jackson superfan” Nicholas Cummings of Year 10. Nick did an excellent job of 
entertaining the participants with his vast knowledge on the series, and the students enjoyed a game of Kahoot 
while sipping on delicious hot chocolates. Pictured above are the participants. The Book Club will meet again in Term 
4 with another popular series to be determined. 
 
Rosalind Dunn, Teacher Librarian                 Brad Trost, Library/Visual Art Teacher 
 

 

Landcare and Bush Tucker Garden 
St Mary’s has a new ‘Subpod’ worm farm! Henrique, Nate and Reuben put together the ‘Subpod’ and garden bed 
during last Friday’s Landcare day. We need to allow the worms some settling in time, then students will be able to 
feed food scraps to our new community members. Mr Abell was able to obtain the worm farm through an 
Environmental Grant. This new system adds to the double compost bin system already in place to recycle food and 
garden waste. Thank you and well done to all ‘Landcarers’! 
 
Mr McKay – Aboriginal Education Teacher 
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Chinese 
 

您好， 
 
Since coming back to school and getting back to some normality, we were able to have some fun together and play 
shops in Year 9 Chinese. The students were able to make purchases using their Chinese language skills and bargain 
with the very resourceful shop keeper. They loved the lesson and really haggled to get the right price. Afterwards the 
students donned their purchases (Mrs Paterson’s wardrobe) and had a photo taken. 
  
Creating these experiences, even when Covid is stopping us from going on excursions, has seen the students 
maintain that engagement and even helped their teacher have a whole lot of fun too. Well done Year 9 you are great 
sports. 
 
Mrs Carol Paterson 
Chinese Teacher 
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NSW SCHOOL VACCINATION PROGRAM 2020 
 
School vaccination clinics continue into terms 3 & 4  

Year 7’s will receive the second and final dose of HPV on Thursday 3 September 2020 
 

WHAT IF MY CHILD HAS MISSED A VACCINE? 
If your Year 7 or Year 10 child has missed any vaccinations throughout 2020, they will be offered these missed doses 
at the next clinic at school.   
 

WHAT IF MY CHILD HAS NOT RECEIVED CONSENTED VACCINES BEFORE THE END OF 2020? 
If any Year 7 or Year 10 student has returned a signed consent form in 2020, they are eligible to receive: 

• Year 7 - any missed doses of HPV & dTpa vaccine in 2021. 

• Year 10 – any missed dose of Meningococcal ACWY vaccine in 2021.  
 
ADDITIONALLY:  

• Any 2020 year 8 student who commenced HPV vaccination while in year 7 and are yet to finish the course 
of HPV (and who has not received any from their local doctor) can still receive this at the next clinic at their 
school (as long as 6 mths have elapsed). 

 
Please note: 

• As of July 2017 any student who has missed school program vaccines or any childhood vaccines can now 
receive these vaccines from their local doctor.  

 
Don’t forget! A Record of Vaccination is given to each student for each vaccination. Parents/guardians should ensure 
that this record is kept for future reference and should not assume that their child has been vaccinated if they do not 
receive this Record of Vaccination.   
 
Any questions, visit the NSW Ministry of Health website at: 
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/schoolvaccination.aspx  

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/schoolvaccination.aspx


St Mary’s Catholic College Gateshead – Newsletter 12.20  Thursday 6 August 2020 

 

22 | P a g e  
 

 

TERM 3 CALENDAR 2020 

Week 4 (B Week) 

Tues 11 August B-Streetsmart – Years 10-12 (1 hr session online) 

Week 5 (A Week) 

Mon 17 August to Mon 31 
August inclusive 

- Trial HSC Exams 
- Year 7 (2021) Telephone Interviews 

Thurs 20 August Newsletter 13/20 published 

Fri 21 August Year 11 (Nominees) for College Leadership 2021 – Training Day 

Week 6 (B Week) 

Mon 24 August to Mon 31 
August inclusive 

- Trial HSC Exams continue 
- Year 7 (2021) Telephone Interviews 

Tues 25 August B-Streetsmart – 2 x 1 hour sessions 

Weds 26 August Year 10 Dio Religious Literacy Test 

Thurs 27 August First Aid Training – Year 12 Business Studies and Hospitality) 

Week 7 (A Week) 

Mon 31 August - Trial HSC Exams 
- Work Ready Program (selected students) 

Weds 2 Sept to Fri 4 Sept Year 12 Retreat – CANCELLED 

Weds 2 Sept Year 12 Tradie Day 

Thurs 3 September -   Year 7 HPV immunisation 
- Newsletter 14/20 published 

Week 8 (B Week) 

Sun 6 Sept Father’s Day 

Mon 7 Sept to Fri 18 Sept incl Year 11 Examinations 

Sat 8 August Feast of St Mary of the Cross McKillop 

Week 9 (B Week) 

Mon 14 Sept to Fri 18 Sept incl Year 11 Examinations continue 

Mon 14 Sept to Fri 18 Sept incl Year 10 Work Placement  

Thurs 17 Sept Newsletter 15/20 published 

Week 10 (A Week) 

Tues 22 Sept Final Year 12 Whole School Assembly and Leadership Handover – COLA - TBC 

Weds 23 Sept - Landcare 
- Final Evening Liturgy and Mass – St Paul’s Church, Gateshead – TBC 

Thurs 24 Sept - Year 12 Awards Ceremony – RKC – TBC  
- Year 12 Clap-Out 

Fri 25 Sept Last Day of Term 

 
 


