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Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members 
  
“BELONGNG (TO A COMMUNITY) SHOULD ALWAYS BE FOR BECOMING” (Jean Vanier) 
 

“We’re in a long dark tunnel at the moment. When we emerge, our 
challenge will be to not proceed exactly as before, but to reflect deeply 

on what we have experienced, and take a sharp turn in 
education and society for the better.” 

(Prof. Andy Hargreaves) 
 
In the past two weeks, our students and teachers have emerged from “a long dark tunnel” and have had 
the experience of re-connecting with friends and colleagues, fellow students, teachers and teacher support 
staff. There has been the resumption of some semblance of “normal” school life.  However, what was 
“normal” in schooling has changed and will never be the same. Indeed, life has changed for all who are 
engaged in schooling. 
 
We have experienced a new way of being “in school”; of being learners, of being parent and teacher 
educators, of using technology to accelerate learning and of employing processes and structures that have 
led to deeper student engagement in learning. Students have experienced improved learner agency; more 
time to engage in individual and group enquiry; more time to apply and reflect on and record the meaning 
and significance of their learning; more time to think and engage with their teachers conceptually and 
more time to engage in flexible learning options. 
 
Similarly, teachers have been gifted with the time and opportunity to shift the focus of learning from the 
content (the WHAT) of learning to the process (the HOW) of learning and to reflect with their students on 
the reason for learning, (the WHY) of learning. Teachers have had more time and the opportunity to 
conference with  their students, to provide in-depth feedback and more effectively engage in the process 
of assessment as and for learning. They have had more time to consider with students the application of 
their learning, and more time to enable students to engage in independent inquiry thereby taking the 
emphasis away from teacher centred, whole-class instruction. 
 
Students, parents/carers and teachers have provided a wealth of information through responses to 
surveys, as well as many unsolicited comments (written and oral) clearly indicating that they have an 
appetite and willingness for change, and that they have experienced better quality learning and an 
improved sense of well-being. This was especially so after we responded to stakeholder feedback (student, 
parents/carers and staff) and changed from a 6 period day to a more flexible timetabling schedule. 
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During the COVID-19 period, we (students and educators) have experienced immense change in our way of 
life and in our attitude to life. This includes our attitudes, views of and dispositions to learning; The crisis 
has been “a cradle for innovation” in education. Our response has been to create and experience rich 
learnings. This begs the question: How do we give the spirit of innovation time and space to flourish in 
the future? 
 
In the past few weeks, staff and students have been engaging in a systematic process intent on gathering 
data to enable us to respond in a responsible and measured way to this question. In addressing the 
question we are not only intent on continuing the spirit of innovation born of the COVID-19 crisis, but more 
importantly, to improve our students’ educational outcomes at a time when educational leaders and 
society have identified the need for schools “to prepare children for a world that needs more innovative, 
creative, entrepreneurial and globally competent individuals.” (Yong Zhao - 2020). 
 
In a wider context educational leaders throughout the world have also identified that “traditional schooling 
is boring and not very relevent to life in the 21st Century”. (Michael Fullan - 2017), and that there is a 
critical need to move from the “old grammar of schooling (to the) new normal of learning” (John Hattie - 
2020). 
 
During the COVID-19 on-line/home learning experience, we have engaged in many rich learning 
experiences. In the process we have learnt about the innovative steps we can and must take to continue 
the spirit of innovation; promote deep learning, deepen the level of student engagement in learning and 
create learning environments which excite students about learning and continually improve their 
educational outcomes. 
 
There is a collective desire within our teaching staff to draw on these learnings and to accept the challenge 
of our mission as educators. That is, to become more than we are as people, responding to Jesus’ call to 
fullness of being, and as educators who have a moral responsibility to do all that we can to create learning 
environments, in every classroom, that are continually improving students’ educational outcomes. 
Outcomes which will better prepare them for life beyond school. 
 
Over the remaining weeks of term we will continue to gather, and analyse data; reflect on what it is saying 
and discuss a way forward. In the words of Jean Vanier, we have to be “open to the grace of new 
possibilities” especially at this time of great uncertainty, change and hope. We mark time at our peril and 
in doing so we fail to realise a wonderful opportunity to demonstrate that “Belonging (to a community) 
should always be for becoming.” (Jean Vanier) 
 
Andy Hargreaves, (2020) – www.TheConversation.com/whats-next-for-schools-after-coronavirus-here-are-
5-big-issues-and-opportunities-135004 
Yong Zhao, www.zhaolearning.com/2020/04.21/from-yes-but-to-yes-and… 
Michael Fullan, Indelible Leadership, 2017, p30 
John Hattie, The New Normal of Learning: Build Back Better, www.corwin.com/2020/05/the-new-normal-
of-learning… 
Jean Vanier, “From Brokenness to Community”, 1992, p47 
 
Blessings, 
 
Larry Keating 
Principal 
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Finance News 
 
Term 2 Statements have been emailed (issue date 9 June 2020). During the COVID crisis, we have been mindful of 
the financial impact experienced by our families, the Diocese established an online form to either defer your school 
fee payments or to apply for a COVID Concession to reduce your school fees. This process is still available to our 
families, please contact the school office directly for assistance. We are appreciative of those families who have 
continued and will shortly resume their commitment to school fees. 
 
Finance Office 
 
 

Assistant Principal – Learning & Teaching 
 
I found that the Study Day motivated me and made we want to go home and get more organised. It also taught 
me good ways to prepare for Year 12 and not feel as stressed. (Yr 11 Student 2020) 
 
The Year 11 Stage 6 Study Skills & Induction Day was held last Friday 5 June. The aim of the day was to provide Year 
11 students with an opportunity to refocus on Stage 6, after time away due to COVID19. Students had an 
opportunity to engage in workshops in the areas of Mindfulness and Wellbeing; NESA and studentsonline; Study 
Skills; and Writing for the HSC. At the end of the four sessions, students were asked to reflect on their learning, self-
reporting on their Diligence, Behaviour and Engagement. There was also an opportunity to set learning goals for the 
weeks ahead and provide feedback on the day. Some of the student reflections you can read below. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the following staff for leading the sessions – Mrs Milajew, Mr Blackwell, Mr Abell, Mr 
Herron and Ms Karbowiak. It is my hope that we can provide additional courses and co-curricular learning 
opportunities for our Stage 6 students in Terms 3 and 4.  
 
Year 11 Student Feedback:  
It provided additional info to help students and give people a reality check on what the standards are for Year 12. 
 
It was interesting to hear about how the brain works during the Wellbeing session. 
 
It provided me with useful information that I was previously unaware of, especially in regards to HSC marking and 
how the markers operate.  
 
I think it was a really helpful day which opened my mind up to the different things I should be doing in order to 
prepare for not only year 11 assessments but also the HSC exams. It reminded me on how to study efficiently and why 
this is important as well as developing my knowledge on mindfulness and the way HSC is structured in terms of the 
verbs and how to prepare for it.  

 
Continued…. 
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Cathy O’Gorman 
Assistant Principal – Learning & Teaching  
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Attention Year 10 Students! 

 
Year 11 2021 Course Preference Information Afternoon 

 
Friday 12 June 1pm  

 
The Course Preference afternoon is all about you! Please think about the following as you attend a series 

of information sessions conducted by the Leaders of Learning.  
 

Remember to ask lots of questions! 
 

Do subjects you like!  Identify your Interest/Passion/Desire! 
 

Stretch yourself BUT be honest with yourself, making sure the subject is within your capabilities. Not sure? 
Ask your teacher or Leader of Learning 

 
Take time to reflect on your own strengths and the work you like to do. 

 
Take time to talk with your parents/carers because they know you best. Involve them in your planning and 

ask them for advice.  
 

Come prepared and do your research! 
 

Please email any questions regarding Course Preferences and Choice to: 
 

Mrs O’Gorman cathy.ogorman@mn.catholic.edu.au 
 

OR 
 

Mr Kelleher luke.kelleher@mn.catholic.edu.au  
 

OR  
 

Mrs Murray maryanne.murray@mn.catholic.edu.au   
 

Or any of your subject specific teachers 
  

 
 

Parents and Carers! Please feel free to make contact with us at any time. We are here to support you and 
your children as they make decisions and plans for the future.  

 
 
 

  



St Mary’s Catholic College Gateshead – Newsletter 09.20  Thursday 11 June 2020 
 

6 | P a g e  
 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - WELLBEING 

The following is an excerpt from NESA bulletin dated 1st June 2020. 

https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/covid-19/coronavirus-advice/hsc/student-wellbeing 

STAY HEALTHY HSC 
 

Last week, NESA launched the #StayHealthyHSC campaign, in partnership with ReachOut Australia. The 
partnership aims to build an even greater support network around HSC students this year, as they work 
towards their HSC. 

In any ‘normal’ year the HSC requires dedication and focus as well as the support of friends and family. This 
year hasn’t exactly panned out to be a ‘normal’ year, with announcements about changes to the HSC due 
to COVID-19. Despite all the goings-on, students across NSW are continuing to study for their HSC with 
focus and determination.  

This year NESA is partnering with mental health organisation ReachOut to deliver news, information, 
guidance and advice to support all HSC students. We are planning to lighten your mental load with 
practical tips and tricks for staying active, connected and in charge of your wellbeing. ReachOut’s Study 
Hub has heaps of info about taking a proactive approach to your mental health or where to go if you need 
more support. ReachOut’s Forums are great for sharing what is going on for you and get ideas about the 
best ways to feel happy and well.  

So visit ReachOut’s Study Hub and use #StayHealthyHSC for regular health and wellbeing updates and 
information 

https://au.reachout.com/collections/stressed-about-study-during-coronavirus 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Benjamin Frize 
Assistant Principal – Wellbeing 
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National Reconciliation Week 
 
Over the past two weeks students have been learning about Aboriginal Reconciliation during Religion lessons. The 
students explored significant events in the Reconciliation movement and discussed current worldwide issues around 
racism. The students then created a digital or hand-drawn poster as a response to show their understanding. These 
posters are being displayed as a ‘montage’ around the school. Some students even recorded their own rap song – 
lyrics included on the poster. 
 
Paul McKay 
Aboriginal Education Teacher 
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Leaders of Wellbeing News 
 
Year 11 
The year 11 students have now been back into full time attendance at school as opposed to learning from home, for 
the past four weeks. They have met the challenges of transitioning first back to school into four period days and then 
back to six period days enthusiastically and with an open mind. The students have had a chance in recent times to 
voice their opinions about their time of social isolation, focussing on what they felt were the benefits and the 
disadvantages of home learning. Many of the students have mentioned that they developed in their ability to be 
organised and on task coming to enjoy the challenge of being a self-learner. It is hoped that the lessons learned 
during this time will follow them through the remainder of the year and into their year 12 studies. 
 
Since their return to school we have been emphasising the need for the Year 11’s to develop their study skills, which 
means developing a homework/study timetable that they adhere to throughout each week. At this stage in their 
education it would be expected that students do a minimum of 2 hours of homework/study for each of their 
subjects each week. This work should be organised and planned, which is where the timetable comes into play.  
While some students have taken on board the understanding of the work ethic required to feel successful at a senior 
level there are others that will need to apply themselves to a much greater degree. 
 
Last Friday, 5th June, the students were involved in a Study Skills Day. The day was organised by Cathy O’Gorman, the 
Assistant Principal- Learning and Teaching. It covered some very important aspects of being a senior student. The 
students were very positive in their approach to the sessions and were attentive and involved. They found the day to 
be very beneficial. 
 
The Preliminary year is quickly coming to an end for the Year 11 students. They will have their final Preliminary 
Exams at the end of next term (Term 3) and will begin their HSC at the beginning of Term 4. We will be asking for 
nominations for leadership positions early next term and will have a leadership day in Week 5 of Term 3.  This will 
involve the students who have nominated themselves as potential leaders. From this day the school leaders for 2021 
will be elected. They take over their positions in Term 4 of this year, as the present Year 12 students will be finished 
their schooling and be undertaking their HSC. 
  
This has been a very eventful year with many challenges that would not necessarily have been faced this early in 
senior studies, however it has been a very good learning experience for the students in many ways. Those that have 
taken on the challenges in a positive and motivated way have set themselves up for future success. By taking 
onboard the challenges and determining ways to overcome them they have taken large steps in their development 
as senior students who are effective self-learners.  
 
Amanda Tobin 
Year 11 Leader of Wellbeing 
 
 

 
Attention All Year 10 Students! 

Year 10 Stage 6 2021 Course Information Guide 
Available NOW on our website! 

 
We are very proud of our collaborative project – where students and staff join together to 
share information about Year 11 2021 Subjects and HSC Course Pathways. For all things 

HSC, visit our new Course Information Guide here:  
 

https://shaneabell.wixsite.com/hsc-success 
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Vinnies Winter Appeal 
 
Many people have been deeply challenged by the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and are now struggling to provide meals, 
heating, and clothing for their families. Many are facing uncertain 
futures with loss of work hours, loss of jobs and family stress. 
 

During this time of self-isolation and 
social distancing, the St Vincent de Paul Society will continue 
to meet the needs of people in need of support. This is 
where we at St Mary’s Catholic College can make a 
difference. At this time every year we offer the opportunity 
for community members to donate good quality winter 
clothing, blankets, bedding and towels to the Vinnies Winter 
Appeal. As the impact of COVID-19 deepens and winter 
weather takes a toll on the creature comfort of warmth, the 
St Vincent de Paul Society is calling on Australians to dig 
deep and donate generously to the COVID-19 Winter Appeal.  
 
Donations now are vital to ensure we can continue to 
support our local Vinnies chapters to make an impact on the 

lives of the increasing number of vulnerable people in our communities.  Many people are 
now bearing the impact of social distancing policies for the first time in their lives finding it 
hard to pay household bills because their regular income has disappeared.  
 
Many thanks to those who have donated blankets, bedding and clothing to the appeal. Our 
first collection has filled the bins and were gratefully received by the Vinnies 
Representative. More donations are encouraged and will make their way to our supporting 
chapters. 
Donations of good quality items can still be donated at the School Reception and the items 
will be delivered to the various Vinnies Chapters that support our School Community. 
  
I thank everyone for their continuing support and on-going 
generosity. 
 
Jo Meagher 
Vinnies Coordinator  
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LIBRARY MATTERS 
 
Students use of the online reading platform 
Recently the SORA online e-book platform released numbers of titles accessed by students from all the 
dioceses in Australian Catholic Education Digital Collection. The numbers were impressive with over 71,000 
titles “borrowed” over the month of May. It is refreshing to see students adapting to the online platform 
and still enjoying their reading. Below is a list of the most popular books borrowed from the St Mary’s 
Library’s e-book collection. 
 
St Mary’s TOP 20 Books on SORA 
The 1,000-year-old Boy 
13: The Last Thirteen Series, Book 1 
1984 (Unabridged) 
90 Days of Different 
The Alchemist (Unabridged) 
All the Bright Places 
Allegiant: Divergent Trilogy, Book 3 
Auggie & Me: Three Wonder Stories 
Australia: Story of a Cricket Country 
The Awakening: The Vampire Diaries Series, Book 1 
(Unabridged) 
Banished: The Story-makers Series, Book 3 
The Beautiful Haircut 
The BFG 
Big Nate Makes a Splash 
The Big Sister 
Blue Moon: Jack Reacher Series, Book 24 
The Boy in the Drawer 
Brave New World (Unabridged) 
Burial Rites 
But Excuse Me That is My Book 
 
To access the SORA App - Simply log on to Compass and go to the School Portal, then click on the Library 
HomePage. Type in the title you are looking for in the search box, and the available copies will be 
displayed. 
 
Library Hours of Operation 
Don’t forget that the library is once again open for borrowing and quiet study. We have taken numerous 
precautions to ensure your safety such as moving desks to promote social distancing, providing sanitiser at 
multiple locations throughout the library, and frequently sanitising the desktops throughout the day.  
Students are welcome to come and borrow books, print schoolwork or quiet individual study during these 
times: 

 Before School  (Tues-Fri)      8.20 - 8.45 (Printing and borrowing ONLY) 
 Lunch (Mon-Thur) and Recess (Friday) (Printing, borrowing and Individual Study) 

 
Continued…. 
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A Guide to check on credibility of your sources 
To ensure we can function in today’s society it is more important than ever 
to be able to think critically. Here is a guide on how to work out if the news 
you are reading can be relied upon, or is it just ‘FAKE NEWS’?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
National Reconciliation Week and National Sorry Day Books Display 
The Library commemorated National Sorry Day with a special display of some of our collection from Indigenous 
authors and illustrators, and books celebrating Indigenous culture. The display has been well received by students 
and staff, with many stopping by to peruse the selections. 
 
Kind regards 
Rosalind Dunn, Teacher Librarian                                          Brad Trost, Library/Visual Art Teacher  
 
 

TERM 2 CALENDAR 2020 
Week 8 (B Week) 
Wednesday 17 June  Year 11 & 12 (2021 & 2022) Online Course Preference Nominations open to Year 10 

 Year 10 Meningococcal Vaccination 
Week 9 (A Week) 
Thursday 25 June  Year 7 to 11 Reports published 

 Newsletter 10.20 published 
Friday 26 June Year 11 (2021) Online Course Preference Nominations close 
Week 10 (B Week) 
Wednesday 1 July Landcare 
Friday 3 July Last day of Term 2 
TERM 3 CALENDAR 2020 
Week 1 (A Week) 
Monday 20 July  First Day of Term 3 

 
 

YEAR 10 IMMUNISATIONS 
 

You are reminded that Year 10 Immunisations will be undertaken on Wednesday 17 June. Consent forms 
must be returned to the Front Office before this date. 

 
Please remind your child to eat breakfast prior to their immunisation, thank you. 
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