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Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members 
 
EMPOWERING STUDENTS TO BE CITIZENS WHO SERVE THE “COMMON GOOD” 
 
In his insightful book, “Wisdom Schools”, 2002, Kevin Treston states that community exists to be “a service for the 
wellbeng of people and the earth”. A similar sentiment is expressed by the world acclaimed educational leader, Michael 
Fullan, “Indelible Leadership” (2017), when he states that “education favours the humanity theme.” The implication of 
each of these statements for us (parents and teachers), as educators, is to accept the responsibility we hve to uncover and 
unleash our adolescents individual and social potential for helping themselves as they care for others. 
 
How do we do this? 
It demands that we are continually alert, in the home and the school, for opportunities to empower our adolescents to 
nuture their capactiy to form their character, and deepen their communal consciousness and sense of citizenship through 
service to others. It also demands that we model for them what it means to be of service for the good of others. 
 
During the course of this term it has been very pleasing to witness so many members of staff empowering students to lead 
and to be of service to others. Last week, the outstanding success of the Annual Swimming Carnival and the outstanding 
achievement of the Year 10 Debating Team in winning the State Championships were built on the empowerment of 
students and staff to lead and to give so generously of their time and talents for the good of others. 
 
The Opening College Liturgy, to mark the commencement of the school year, which spoke so powerfully in word, music, 
song and actions to our indentity as a Christ-centred community, had its basis in the empowerment of students to take on 
the role of leaders, readers, musicians and members of the choir. Staff volunteering with members of our SPC to extend  a 
welcome and hospitality to the many visitors to our community during our Year 7 (2021) Information Evening, Open Day 
and Grandparents Liturgy, as part of our Catholic Schools Week celebrations, this week. 
 
The willingness of senior students to accept the invitation to give so generously of their time and skills as volunteer 
helpers in the Canteen; the service provided at the Breakfast Club by student and teacher volunteers working alongside 
each other for the good of others; teachers volunteering to act as mentors to our senior students and supervise at after-
school study in the library, and the wonderful opportunity provided to our students to volunteer as stewards of creation 
and learn what it means to care for our earth through involvement in our Landcare Program tangibly express the College’s 
commitment to educating our students to know what it means to belong to a community, and to be committed to 
promoting the “common good” within one’s community. This reality also has  special significance because it reflects a 
collective commitment, by students and staff, to honour our College motto: “Ready to Serve”. 
 
The humanity theme in education is a call to grow, as a person, through service for the wellbeing of others and our earth. 
It is so very pleasing to be able to recognise and affirm the collaboration between students and teachers and the 
leadership and actions of both students and teachers which is enabling this to occur within our College community. 
 
Larry Keating 
Principal 
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OUTSTANDING SUCCESS 
 
Year 10 Debating Team State Champions 
 
Last Friday, in Wollongong, members of the 
College’s Year 10 Debating Team: Jack Erby, 
Patrick Howlett and Cian O’Hagan, under the 
excellent guidance and support of Mr Andrew 
Burke, progressed from Diocesan to Regional 
and ultimately State Champions in the 2019 
NSW Catholic Schools Debating Championships. 
 
Congratulations extend to the members of the 
team and Andrew Burke on their outstanding 
achievement (see Andrew’s report in this 
newsletter). 
 
SINCERE AND GRATEFUL THANKS…. 
Extend to parents/carers who had a much appreciated and supportive presence, last week, at the Parents and 
Friends Association meeting, the Year 12 Information Evening, the Swimming Carnival and the Debating 
Championships in Wollongong. 
 
 
DISABILITY PROVISIONS 
Disability Provisions applications for HSC exams are now open. Any student considering applying for these provisions 
please see Mr Tim O’Neill to discuss their eligibility. The closing date for applications is the last day of Term 1. Please 
note that SMCC does not make decisions about applications. The NSW Government Education Standards Authority 
(NESA) make determinations based on evidence supplied in applications. 
 
 
 

COMPASS UPDATE 
 
This year, in addition to my role as Year 8 Leader of Wellbeing, I have been asked to explore the college’s use of the 
Compass program. Part of my role will be to develop policies and procedures to streamline the use of Compass for 
teachers. The areas that I will initially focus on will be guided by a survey that staff completed late last year in 
relation to their use of Compass. 
 
The main change for parents and students is the College’s uptake of the affirmation component of Compass. The 
affirmation component is where teachers formally acknowledge your child’s choices in relation to our College 
mantra; be safe, be respectful, be a learner. It is important to note that the affirmation is recorded when your child 
makes choices that are beyond the regular classroom or playground expectations.  
 
How can I check if my child has an affirmation? 
 
Both parents and students can log into their Compass account and see if they have been given an affirmation. You 
will be able to see which teacher has acknowledged your child, the area (be safe, be respectful, be a learner) and the 
reason they have been affirmed. Parents and students will not be notified through the Compass program when an 
affirmation has been logged. To find your child’s affirmation open the parent portal, click on your child, click on the 
chronicle tab and then click on the affirmation that is showing. 
 
Paul Dart  
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – LEARNING 
 
NAPLAN 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers of Students in Years 7 & 9, 
 
Once again it is time to prepare for NAPLAN testing and both Years 7 & 9 will be partaking in this month’s Practice 
Online test period and the May NAPLAN tests.  
 
At St Mary’s College we commenced NAPLAN testing online last year. While there were some connectivity issues on 
the Testing Platform (nation-wide) the tests were generally met with positivity from students in that the tests in this 
format are intuitive and allow students to access questions at their level, progressively moving towards challenging 
questions that are suited to their ability. 
 
In 2020, there will be two rounds of NAPLAN tests: 
 NAPLAN Practice Tests - in Week 9 of Term One, starting on Monday March 23. Students will sit two practice 

tests. 
1. One is called ‘Omnibus Test’ which combines three tests – Reading, Conventions of Language and Numeracy 

- into one test. The other is a Writing Test. 
2. These tests each last for approximately 40 minutes and are entirely for practice – for the students to 

understand how the tests work and for NESA to test its servers and their capacity. 
3. The marks achieved in these tests are not reported to students or the school. 

 
• NAPLAN Tests – in Week 3 of Term Two, starting on May 12, students will sit four NAPLAN tests. 

1. These tests will be in - Reading, Writing, Conventions of Language and Numeracy. 
2. An exact timetable for these tests closer to the time. 

 
In 2020, our students will sit these online tests on their own devices. As a result, every student in Years 7 and 9 
will need to ensure that they have their devices with them and charged. There will be a checking of devices in the 
next few weeks to ensure that all students have the appropriate NAPLAN Lock-Down browser and that it is 
working correctly. 
 
If you are interested in taking a look at the tests, or trying one out, please go to the following link for more 
information: https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/the-tests 
 
Leaders of Learning – HSC Data Analysis Professional Development Day 
 & HSC Teacher RAP Days 
 
On Thursday 27 February our Leaders of Learning Team attended a Professional Development Day in Sydney. The day, 
conducted at Catholic Schools NSW, by Dr John De Courcy, enabled our team to access and analyse our college data 
obtained from our inaugural HSC class of 2019. At the commencement of the day John talked very much about how we 
use data and emphasised that the purpose of the data is to open up conversation, to encourage questions and to focus 
forward – looking at the pedagogy that underpins the results, areas of strength and areas of opportunities/challenge. As 
the day unfolded we worked in small teams, exploring the tools available for us to use in our analysis whilst also framing 
questions about where to next.  
 
In coupling this professional learning the college has also supported many of our teachers to attend the CSO RAP (Results 
Analysis Package) Training days. These days have enabled all teachers to access their NESA HSC class data from last year – 
looking again for strengths, areas within the exams that need further attention and once again, framing questions about 
what we can do differently or “better” for our students. There was also the opportunity to celebrate some excellent 
results and we were affirmed in the direction we are heading. 
 
I wish to acknowledge the staff involved in these professional learning days for their time and openness to learning. It is 
during these days that we are reminded of our own love of learning and our desire to consistently improve our practice. 
We look forward to putting our new learning into practice.  
 
Cathy O’Gorman 
Assistant Principal - Learning 
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STUDY SKILLS TIP FOR MARCH – TOP TIPS FOR  MEMORISING NOTES 
 
Many students find it really difficult to cope with the memorisation that can be needed for tests and exams. Of course 
you can’t just rote learn and regurgitate, you need to be able to apply the skills of what you have learnt. However there 
is also a certain amount of memorisation of content, formulas and definitions for example that will be necessary. So 
how can students make this process easier?  

1. Make your notes as brain-friendly as possible, point form, tables, diagrams and no big long sentences or 
paragraphs. 

2. Start the memorisation process of your notes early, don’t wait until just before the test or examination. 

3. Memorisation involves testing yourself over and over and over and over. So read a section, then see what you 
can say or write down without looking. Then go back and see what you got wrong or didn’t know.  Put a pencil 
mark next to these bits. 

4. Now focus on the bits you didn’t know. Say them out loud, repeat them to yourself, write them down a few 
times.  

5. Then test yourself on those bits again and see if you remembered more this time.  

6. Do this over and over and over again. Then do it one more time again.  

7. Make flashcards or use a flashcard App on your phone to create flashcards on the parts you find hard to 
remember. Review these every day before the test. 

8. Make a list of the key concepts you find hard to learn and each night read through them just before you go to 
sleep and first thing when you wake up as these are powerful memory times. 

9. Do lots of practise questions without looking at your notes or the answers to see if you can a) remember and 
b) apply the information. Review the things you did not remember again.  

10. Your job is to keep testing yourself in order to find out which bits have not stuck in your memory yet so you 
can review these until they do.  

Learn more this year about how to improve your results and be more efficient and effective with your schoolwork by 
working through the units on www.studyskillshandbook.com.au . Our school’s access details are:  
Username: stmarys Password: 106results 
 
 

 
Aboriginal Education 
 
All students who identify as Aboriginal are invited to meet with teachers and their parents for an extra planning 
meeting. These meetings will be held over the next two weeks. Please make contact with the office if you would like 
to book in for this goal setting meeting. 
 
Paul McKay 
Aboriginal Education Teacher 
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Careers Corner 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Australian Museum Work Experience 
If students are interested in completing work experience at the Australian Museum, please view the link 
below and complete the application form.  
https://australianmuseum.net.au/get-involved/work/experience/ 
 
 Applications to Mr Kelleher close: 20th March 2020.  
 This is a highly sought-after experience, as such, schools are limited to 2 placements. Please speak to 

Mr Kelleher prior to completing paperwork.  Applications will be processed in order of receipt. 
 Additionally, application does not mean acceptance into the program, a panel will assess all 

applications and offer merit-based places. 
 A reminder that Work Experience will only take place in Term 3 for Year 10 in 2019, except for the 

above program. 

Career Links newsletter 
Each week the careers link newsletter will be emailed to all students in years 10 – 12.  This newsletter 
contains job advertisements for apprenticeships and traineeships.  If you have any questions regarding 
access to the newsletter, please see Mr Kelleher. 
 
Job Jump 
Job Jump is a careers website that allows students and parents to explore career and study pathways. All 
students can create an account.  The site offers careers quizzes, resume templates and information on 
study pathways.  I would suggest all students in years 10 – 12 create and account and explore the site.  If 
you have any questions, please see Mr Kelleher.   
 Please see the following flyer for information to create an account 

 
Luke Kelleher 
Careers Advisor 

WORK EXPERIENCE OPPORTUNITY!!!!! 
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CAPA NEWS 
 
ASPIRE 
Please take note of the many opportunities listed in this week’s newsletter, and the invitation 
extended to our students, via the Diocesan ASPIRE Program. If needing further information please 
contact either Mr Steve Walter or myself.  
 
Production Ensemble 
This initiative is designed for students (Year 9 upwards) in the Diocese with an interest in technical and behind the scenes 
aspects of theatre. 
 
Working under the direction of respected industry professional Loretta Foster, students will experience a range of opportunities 
including but not limited to sound, lighting, props, set, costume and scene change (backstage crew). 
This ensemble will commence in Term 2, 2020 and will conclude at the end of Week 2 in Term 3.  Please see the Production 
Ensemble flyer for dates and further details. 
 
Interested students are encouraged to complete the application form to register their interest. Selection for the ensemble will 
be by interview. Applications must be received by Friday 13 March 2020.  If you require further information please contact Anne 
Atkins by either phone (02)4979-1331 or email: anne.atkins@mn.catholic.edu.au 
  
Junior Theatre Makers  
ASPIRE’s Junior Theatre Makers Ensemble for Years 5–8 is again 
offering creative drama programs across the Diocese in 2020 
throughout Terms 2 and 3. 
 
Term 2 will be all about learning and skills with a focus on play building. 
Ensemble members will work through an array of exercises relating to 
character, physical and image based theatre. The ensemble will be led 
by a local theatre expert and will also receive a workshop from ASPIRE 
Artistic Director Anna Kerrigan. 
 
Term 3 will be spent creating an original short performance piece which will be performed on either Wednesday 23 September 
2020 or Thursday 24 September 2020 at the Civic Playhouse in Newcastle. All four groups will come together to rehearse for the 
on either day before performing an integrated piece that evening. 
 
Click here for further information or please contact Anne Atkins by either phone (02)4979-1331 or 
email: anne.atkins@mn.catholic.edu.au. 
 
HARMONY DAY POSTER COMPETITION 
 
2020 Harmony Day Poster and Song writing Competitions 
This year's Harmony Day Poster and Song writing Competition theme is 'Picture a World in 
Harmony'. Prizes will be awarded in two categories: 
1.  Senior (7-12) 
2.  Junior (K-6) 
 
Poster Competition Prizes 
In each category the following prizes will be awarded for: 
State Winner $500 Regional Winner $150  State Winner’s School $500 
 
Song writing Competition Prizes 
In each category the following prizes are awarded: 
First Prize $300  Second Prize $150 
 
Closing Date: 10 April 2020 
Entry Forms and Competition Rules Are available at: www.movingforwardtogether.org.au 
The Prize Giving Function will be held at the NSW Parliament House in June 2020. Every entrant will receive a Certificate of 
Participation. More information from: 
yona.cass@bbnsw.org.au Poster@movingforwardtogether.org.au Songwriting@movingforwardtogether.org.au 
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Senior Music @ Lizottes 
 
Tuesday 31 March 31 Morehead St Lambton 
Doors open 6pm. Concert begins at 7:30pm 
 
The wonderfully talented and hard-working year 11 and year 12 musicians of St Mary’s Catholic College will 
present a diverse program of entertaining. This is a great opportunity for parents and friends and the wider 
community to hear the students and the items they are preparing for their preliminary and HSC music 
examinations. 
 
Entry is $15.00 with A La Carte Menu available, alternatively you can get an upstairs seat for a Bar Menu. 
Bookings must be made via the Lizottes website https://lizottes.com.au/live/  

 
 
 
 
 

  

GUITAR GROUP 
 
Guitar group will run at St Mary’s on Thursday afternoon’s for 45 
minutes after school. The group will be a performance group where 
we spend time learning songs together in large and small groups to 
suit the needs of the students. 
 
The group will run every Thursday A afternoon from 3:15-4pm.  
There will be no cost but students will need to own their own guitar 
at home so they can practise. 
 
Parents will be required to provide transport home at 4pm. Guitar 
group will begin week 7 (12 March) and then meet fortnightly after 
that. Eg. week 9 (26 March). Students interested in attending must 
get a permission note from Mr Walter or Mr McKay. 
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DEBATING 
On Friday 28th February Cian O'Hagan, Patrick Howlett and Jack Erby represented St Mary's as the Diocesan 
champions at the Regional Debating Championships at St Andrew's, Blacktown. They were supported by Leanne and 
Paul Erby who had also made the trip. This was not the boys first appearance at this competition having qualified the 
previous year as the year 8 Diocesan Representatives. As fate would have it, their first debate, the semi-final was 
against St Paul's Kempsey who knocked them out of the competition last year. 
 
It was a great debate where the boys were fortunate to be awarded the winner. They contested the Regional Final 
against St Mary's Star of the Sea, Wollongong. This was an impromptu debate where they had one hour to prepare 
six minutes speeches. As difficult as this task is, again the boys managed to win the debate and were crowned NSW 
country champions! 
 
This allowed them to qualify for the State final between the winner of the metropolitan vs the winner of the country. 
It was at St Patricians Brothers, Blacktown. The boys were up against Patrician Brothers who had a home-town 
advantage. Despite all this, the boys managed to win state, and as such, were the only country team to be crowned 
state champions. A great achievement for the boys and the school. A big thank you to Leanne and Paul Erby who 
supported the boys at every debate. 
 
Andrew Burke 
Debating Coordinator/English Teacher 
 

 

2020 da Vinci Decathlon – Hunter Region 
 
The competition is being held over the following dates: 
 
Years 9 & 10 - Tuesday 28th April 2020    Years 7 & 8 - Thursday 30th April 2020 
 
What is the da Vinci Decathlon? 
The da Vinci Decathlon is an academic competition designed to challenge and stimulate the minds of 
students, who compete in teams of eight across 10 disciplines. 
 
The da Vinci Decathlon began in 2005 as an exciting offshoot of the very successful da Vinci Program for 
gifted and talented students at Knox Grammar School.   
 
Teams compete in the following disciplines: 
 Mathematics – problem solving, number patterns and logic puzzles 
 English – spelling, word origins, definitions, textual analysis and writing tasks 
 Science – engage with higher level scientific concepts and test your ability to apply them 
 Code Breaking – decipher complex, mysterious codes 
 Engineering Challenge – a design task that tests problem solving skills, creativity and ingenuity 
 Ideation – The process of creating NEW ideas 
 Creative Producers – create and perform a 60sec drama or 30sec commercial to promote a product 
 Art and Poetry – develop an original poem and a connected art work on a given theme 
 Cartography – interpret spatial information, decipher and create imaginative maps 
 Legacy – A new category this year, Legacy will replace the task previously known as General Knowledge, 

with a focus on honouring significant people, inventions and events from the past and the present. 
 
The Hunter Region da Vinci Decathlon is being held at Bishop Tyrrell Anglican College collaborating once 
again with Knox Grammar School by acting as a host or “Chapter” school to offer this to schools in the 
wider Hunter Region. If you are interested in participating in the 2020 da Vinci Decathlon please see or 
email Miss Bush (christina.bush@mn.catholic.edu.au) to register your interest. Registrations close on 
the 20th of March unless full earlier. 
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SPORT 

 
Annette Morgan 
Sport Coordinator 

Please see below instructions on how to set up an account with regard to Catholic Schools NSW Sport. 
If you have any queries concerning this process please contact Annette.morgan@mn.catholic.edu.au 
 

REMINDER TO PARENTS: 
 
St Mary’s has a duty of care to all students during school hours. Therefore, students participating in 
an external sport on a Friday afternoon will only be released from that sport if they are collected IN 
PERSON by a parent/caregiver. Thank you for your understanding. 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Premier’s Reading Challenge – Year 7-9 Students 

It’s not too late to enter the 2020 NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge. Come by the 
library and pick up the permission slip and the reading log to get a start for this 
fantastic challenge. We do need this permission slip signed by parents/carers and 
returned to the library for registration.  
 
For a complete list of books included in this year’s challenge, please follow the link 
below: 
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/booklist/readingLog.html 

 
Benefits of Reading 
To be successful in the Secondary School 
environment requires literacy skills that need to be 
maintained. Standardised test results show that 
regular reading impacts student’s success at school. 
In the graphic pictured at right, students who read 
for 20 minutes a day will amass an incredible 1, 800, 
000 words over a school year.  
 
Reading books is a great way to improve your 
literacy skills and discover whole new worlds and 
unleash your imagination.  
 
Our library has numerous books that are available to 
borrow, and many current magazines in our 
periodical section that appeal to many varied 
interests. Mrs. Dunn is frequently purchasing new 
titles for the St. Mary’s library, and is always willing 
to listen to requests if we don’t already have the 
book you are wanting.  
 
Did you know that you can access over 11,000 titles 
in our eBook and audiobook app? The SORA app is 
available FREE to all students 24 hours a day/ 7 days 
a week.   
 
The SORA app is available via the Apple app store and Google Play. Download the app 
and open “Find my school” and click on “I have a set-up code” The set-up code is cenetau 
ACEN Member Collection. Select ACEN Member Collection as your library. Click on the 
green: Sign in using ACEN Member Collection. Add the SORA short cut – choose Add. Install app – choose install. And 
enjoy thousands of titles on your own device. Come and ask the library staff if you have any difficulties. 
 
Chess Team Try-outs 
The Chess team try-outs are still going strong at lunchtimes in the library. Our players have completed the round 
robin matches, and the top four students from the Year 7 bracket are challenging the Year 8, 9, and 10 students. At 
the time of writing, 3 of the 4 positions on the team has been filled. It has been wonderful to watch the Year 7 
students participate, and our future teams are looking very strong indeed. 
 
The St. Mary’s Chess team will compete against Whitebridge High School on March 13 in the first round of the NSW 
Country Secondary Schools Chess Competition. We wish our team all the best for their match.                   
 
Rosalind Dunn, Teacher Librarian                                          Brad Trost, Library/Visual Art Teacher 
  

Source: Learninglinks.org.au 
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Term 1 Calendar 2020 
 

Week 7 (A Week) 
Tues 10 March Diocesan Swimming Carnival – Lambton Pool 
Wed 11 March Year 10 Excursion to Newcastle City 
Fri 13 March NSW Secondary Schools Chess Competition at Whitebridge High School 
Week 8 (B Week) 
Wed 18 March  White Card Training 
Thurs 19 March  St Joseph’s Feast Day  

 Newsletter 4.20 
Week 9 (A Week) 
Mon 23  NAPLAN Practice Dates (23.03.20 to 09.04.20) 

 Extraordinary Meeting of the AGM and P&F – St Mary’s Café – 6.30pm 
Tues 24 March Class 8.4 Excursion to Awaba Waste Management Centre 
Wed 25 March  Feast of the Annunciation – School Feast Day 

 College Feast Day – Liturgy, Investiture of SPC Leaders and celebrations 
Fri 27 March  Year 11 Interim Reports issued 

 Year 11 Parent-Teacher interviews – 3.30pm to 6.00pm - RKC 
Week 10 (B Week) 
Tues 31 March Senior Music Evening at Lizotte’s 6.30pm 
Thurs 2 April  Diocesan Team Tennis Championships 

 Newsletter 5.20 
Fri 3 April  “Pupil Free” – Staff Annual Emergency Care, CPR and Anaphylaxis Training 
Week 11 (A Week) 
Mon 6 April  Catholic Feeder Schools Enrichment Week (all week) 

 Year 11 (2021) Information Evening for Year 10 Students and Parents 
 Year 10 “Physics is Fun” Luna Park Excursion 

Tues 7 April Year 8 Faith Formation Day 
Wed 8 April  Landcare 

 Government Schools Enrichment Day 
 Year 11 Interviews – 3.30pm to 6.00pm - RKC 

Thurs 9 April  Final Day for Year 7 (2021) Enrolment Applications due to General Office 
 Easter Liturgy 
 Holy Thursday 
 Last Day of Term 

Fri 10 April Good Friday (Public Holiday) 
Sunday 12 April Easter Sunday 

 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING & AGM OF THE 

PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCITION 

 
MONDAY 23 MARCH 2020 

 
St Mary’s Café – 6.30pm 


