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Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members 
 
THE POWER OF FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT 
 
Last week students in Years 7 and 9 applied themselves with commendable diligence to the completion of NAPLAN 
Testing. Each year when NAPLAN occurs there is much debate about the value of the testing. One of a number of major 
criticisms relates to the time interval between when the testing occurs and when the results are communicated back to 
schools. It is rightly argued that this delay diminishes the value of NAPLAN as a tool for improving students’ engagement 
in learning and progress in their learning. This brings into focus the importance of assessment and the immediacy of 
feedback in the process of learning. 
 
Dr Dylan Wiliam, a world leading researcher in effective research-based formative assessment, in the second edition of 
his publication, “Embedded Formative Assessment” (2018), discusses “assessment as the bridge between teaching and 
learning” (p 27). He emphasises the fact that the biggest impact on student outcomes relates to the immediacy of 
feedback given by teachers to students and students to teachers during the minute-by-minute and day-to-day formative 
assessment practices occurring in the classroom. 
 
In his first edition of “Embedded Formative Assessment” (2016), Dr Wiliam stated that the evidence is very clear that the 
shorter the assessment – interpretation – action cycle becomes, the greater the impact on student achievement and 
engagement in learning. 
 
Dr Wiliam’s research conceptualizes formative assessment as having 5 key strategies and at St Mary’s, as a community 
of learners, teachers and leaders, we are committed to incorporating these practices into our teaching/learning in order 
to better engage our students in their learning; to improve all students educational outcomes and to enable our 
teachers to gain greater precision in their daily teaching practice. The 5 key strategies are: 
 
1. Clarifying, sharing, understanding and displaying learning intentions and success criteria in every classroom 
2. Eliciting evidence of learning and using the evidence to inform/improve teaching practice/student learning  
3. Providing feedback that is more immediate, encouraging and moves learning forward. For example, we have 

moved Parent-Student-Teacher interviews to earlier in the year and we are giving greater emphasis to in-class 
formative assessment tasks 

4. Activating learners as instructional resources to one another, for example, through peer assessment, working in 
teams and collaborating on tasks 

5. Activating learners as owners of their own learning, for example, by developing/deepening our students sense of 
self-efficacy; encouraging them to ask questions and valuing their mistakes as opportunities for learning. 
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As a teaching staff we are focussed on  honouring our commitment to be a generative community striving to gain 
greater precision in classroom practice in order to enhance students’ engagement and growth in learning. The next 
edition of the Newsletter will overview how you, as parents/carers, and partners in our educational process, can best 
support this work. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Larry Keating 
Principal 
 
 
PARENT ENGAGEMENT GROUP 
 
The first meeting of the Parent Engagement Group (PEG) was held on Tuesday 11 May. A small gathering of parents 
shared most generously in a collaborative process to establish the “norms” of operation of the PEG. 
 
The key agreements emanating from the discussion were that: 
 
 the PEG will meet once per term, usually the 4th Tuesday of each term 
 the meetings will occur from 6.30pm to 7.30pm 
 the venue will be the Café 
 the agenda for each meeting will be in accordance with the PEG Guidelines, as ratified by the Bishop on 4 December 

2020 (A copy of the Guidelines appear on the College website). 
 the duration of each meeting is no more than 60 minutes. The Principal’s Report will be brief and will include a 

statement of the financial position of the PEG. 
 each meeting will include a special presentation intent on deepening parents’ and carers’ knowledge and 

understanding of matters relating to the personal formation and education of their children and/or provide an 
opportunity for parents and carers to gain insights into he life of the College, current developments in education and 
Catholic education in particular. 

 
 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – WELLBEING 
 
UNIFORM MATTERS 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Please be aware that the College Winter uniform is mandatory from 1 June to 31 August. I would emphasise the 
following: 
 Senior boys are required to wear long pants with a black pin buckle belt, wear the shirt tucked in with the College tie 

and blazer 
 Senior girls are required to wear the College blazer 
 Junior boys are required to wear the shirt tucked in, a black pin buckle belt and the College tie 

Footwear Transition Period 
Please be aware that the 2021 academic year has been designated as a transition year for students to change from flat 
soled soft leather shoes (Vans, Converse, etc) to hard leather, hard soled with a heel footwear (Clarks, Dr Martin etc). 
Please ensure shoes purchased for the 2022 academic year conform to the expectations as set out in the College 
Uniform policy, available on the College website. 
 
Benjamin Frize 
Assistant Principal Wellbeing 
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From the English Faculty… 
 
COVID INTENSIVE LEARNING SUPPORT PROGRAM (ILSP) 
Following the disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the NSW Government has committed funds to schools for a 2021 
COVID Intensive Learning Support Program to provide targeted assistance for students who demonstrate learning needs in literacy 
and numeracy. 
 
St Mary’s Catholic College has reviewed student centred data and will use this funding to provide in-class numeracy support on 
Mondays and Tuesdays for the remainder of 2021; develop school wide literacy strategies to be used in all key learning areas; and 
provide small group intervention for students who identify as having the greatest learning needs in reading and writing. 
Interestingly, our data has revealed that very capable, intelligent students are experiencing ‘gaps’ in their literacy and numeracy; 
COVID Intensive Learning Support will support students at all learning levels across years 7-12. 
 
Families will receive personal communication via email if their child has been identified for the small group intervention program. 
This will be communicated throughout weeks 5 and 6. 
 
WHOLE SCHOOL APPROACH TO SUPPORTING STUDENT LITERACY SKILLS AT SMCC 
Throughout weeks 4 and 5, teachers from Science, TAS, CAPA, Religious Education, PDHPE and HSIE have participated in a half-day 
teacher professional learning session that focused on building a common approach to teaching comprehension and writing across 
our subjects. 
 
These sessions have been underpinned by The College’s COVID ILSP (Literacy) rationale: 

Literacy and content learning are deeply intertwined; the ability to achieve academic success is largely dependent on one’s ability 
to comprehend written, visual and verbal communication, and to use language to personally respond to their learning. Whilst 
some students demonstrate the ability to read at, or beyond, grade level, the transference of these comprehension skills to 
increasingly complex texts and content is highly challenging and needs guidance. Through developing common strategies to 
support students in reading and writing, students will be supported in developing and utilising common processes for learning, 
building confidence and capability in transferring their base skill set from subject to subject. SMCC values the practice of ‘Visible 
Learning’ to increase student understanding of what and how they learn and succeed. Visible Learning in Literacy brings the 
process of thinking in every subject to the forefront of learning and moves students beyond actions of remembering and recalling, 
to understanding and questioning. 
 

We have focused on developing a shared understanding and practice in comprehension strategies that facilitate deep, active and 
targeted reading processes that draw students into the actions and thought processes associated with high order comprehension of 
written, spoken and visual language, as well as concentrating on broadening our use of VCOP across the school to nurture writing 
skills across different subjects. 
 
VCOP (Vocabulary, Connectives, Openers and Punctuation) prompt students to think about how they draw their ideas together to 
communicate their learning in their written work. This is achieved through: 

- Vocabulary: it promotes technical, subject specific vocabulary and specific words that provide details to communicate 
depth in learning. 

- Connectives: they sign post written responses by showing the relationship between students’ ideas. They are used to 
highlight examples, emphasise information, show cause and effect, provide clarity/additional detail, and so on. Connectives 
heighten student control of their writing. 

- Openers: this relates to the different words or phrases used to start sentences. Each subject has specific requirements for 
sentence openers. Using thoughtful openers helps writers to write succinctly and answer questions effectively. 

- Punctuation: we all know this is needed to start and finish a sentence, and to organise ideas within a sentence, but 
unfortunately this is not being put into action by many students. Punctuation is not a new concept; however, it is an area 
we need to target with our students as we fight habits borne from texting and autocorrect. 

 
If you are working with your children, prompt them to consider their use of these components in their writing! 
 
Tracy Carpenter 
Leader of Learning - English 
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Careers Corner 
 

Year 11 
and 12 

UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE: PARENT WEBINAR   
Tuesday 8 June 2021   
6:00pm – 7:00pm  
To register, CLICK HERE   
Sam Doherty, the senior manager of Admissions, will be running a live University of Newcastle Parent Webinar, 
covering key topics such as how to apply to university and the various entry schemes that are available for your 
child.  
A great session for parents with students in Year 11 and 12.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 12   
 

Year 10 WHS Course (white card) Rescheduled 
Rescheduled from Term 1 will take place next Thursday 27th May. Starting at 8.15am. All students participating 
have been notified. 
 

Year 10 WHS Course (white Card) 
Any student in Year 10 who is interested in completing the WHS course please place your name on the Expression 
of Interest Form in the Careers Office. Once we have the minimum numbers, I can confirm a date with the trainer. 
 

Year 10 Work Experience 
Work Experience will take place in TERM 3 for Year 10. It is a targeted program. Students will be notified of the 
process at an information session at the beginning of Term 3.  
 

 
Paula Finlay 
Careers Adviser 
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CREATIVE ARTS NOISE! 

 
St Mary’s Students Shine at Aspire Song-writing Showcase 
 
Students from Year 8 and 9 were outstanding performing their original songs at the Aspire Song-writing 
Showcase. They students performed in front of a crowd of 250 people. We are so proud of you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Ruth McCrae 
Music Teacher   

 Daniel Smith Performs 
“Wicked, Wicked World” 
with Year 9 students 
 

Isabella Owen , Byron Lynch, Trent Swadling and Holly Hayes 
(Year 9) performing their original piece, “Wicked Wicked 
World”.  
 

 Macy Nash (Year 8) 
performing her original 
song “Who Am I”. Both her 
song and performance were 
wonderful. 
 

 Jamie Whyte shows his mastery of 
the electric guitar playing “Wicked , 
Wicked World” 
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Are Music, Visual Arts and Drama the most important subjects? 
 
I am the leader of Learning for Creative Arts and Languages so maybe I am biased. Last night I had the privilege of 
working with 7 amazing Creative Arts teachers and 300 yr7 and yr8 students to present the Junior Creative Arts 
showcase.  
 
Our subjects are designed to allow creative expression using the power of image, music and theatre to ask questions 
like “Who am I?”, “Where do I belong?”, “What am I good at?” and “How do I fit into this world?”.  
 
I was so impressed by the strength of character displayed by so many performers. Students were nervous, excited, 
enthused and terrified all at the same time. Yet because of the collaborative culture based on trust that has been 
built through many rehearsals, they were able to rise above their fears. Students showed courage, resilience and 
perseverance and rose to the challenge to perform their chosen songs for a packed (Covid safe) house. 
The photos attached also show the depth of ability being achieved in art classes. The portrait work is beyond what I 
imagined a yr7 or yr8 student could achieve. Well Done. 
 
A special thanks to yr11 students Molly Freebody (Compere) and Jack Griffiths (Sound, Lights and Visuals) for their 
incredible support. You are amazing! 
 
I am blessed to be in a vocation where I hope I can make some difference in the lives of the students I teach. Last 
night makes the many hours of planning and preparing worthwhile.  
 
Cherish the memories kids! 
 
Mr Steve Walter 
Leader of Learning – Creative Arts & Languages 
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VET NEWS 
Our Year 11 Hospitality class of 18 students successfully completed their first Work Placement in week 3 of this term. 
A big thank you to our VET Faculty Mr. Crispin, Mrs Dews, Mr Eames, Mrs Edwards and Mrs Meagher who 
supported the students.  

Ms Paula Finlay 
VET Coordinator  
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Aboriginal Education 
 
Awabakal Art Workshops 
Recently, many students from across Year 7 to Year 10 had the opportunity to learn 
from Siarn Staley, a local Awabakal artist and ex-student of St Mary’s! Siarn gave the 
students some insight into some Awabakal symbols and shared her journey and 
knowledge. The students then had an opportunity to produce their own artwork.  A 
three-piece mural, depicting some local totems, and a mural combining some symbols 
were also produced. Siarn worked closely with the students to come up with the design 
and create the final paintings. A number of these artworks were on display at the 
Year7/8 Art and Music show in the hall held this week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rising from the Embers Festival 
This event will be held at the University of Newcastle on Friday 28 May. All Aboriginal students from Year 7-9 are invited to attend. 
If you have not received the separate note please be in touch. 
 
Junior Aboriginal Education Consultative Group (AECG) 
Any interested students are invited to join this group which will meet each month in the Café. Keep an eye on Compass for times. 
 
Reconciliation Week 
All classes from Year 7 to Year 10 will participate in a Reconciliation Week lesson during Religion lessons over the next fortnight. 
What is Reconciliation Week? National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, 
cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia. 

The dates for NRW remain the same each year; 27 May to 3 June. These dates commemorate two significant milestones in the 
reconciliation journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the High Court Mabo decision respectively. Reconciliation must 
live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move forward, creating a nation strengthened by respectful 
relationships between the wider Australian community, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

Paul McKay 
Aboriginal Education Teacher 

 

Siarn Staley, local Awabakal artist with Lilly 
from Year 7 co-creating the ‘Totem’ mural. 

The finished ‘Totem’ mural.  
(Each panel is 1500 x 400mm.) 
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Library Matters and Chess Chatter 
 
WOOHOO! Our Chess team has made it through to the next round of 
the NSW Secondary Schools Chess Competition defeating Callaghan 
College, Wallsend Campus on all four boards. Well done to Greg 
Fabrikanov, Joseph Hogan, Daniel Ollerton and Ethan Blackmore. The 
team showed great spirit to overcome the team that drew our 2020 
campaign to an end. Our next game will see us pitted against our old 
rivals, Merewether High. 
 
 It is also with immense pleasure that I announce our 2021 St Mary’s 
Chess Champion is – Greg Fabrikanov. Congratulations to Greg – a very 
worthy winner, who always plays with grace and dignity.  
We have also enjoyed Lego Master Challenges at Lunchtimes. Lots of 
fun and some quite creative builds have been witnessed.  
 
Stay tuned for some more writing events soon… 
 
Mrs Rosalind Dunn 
Teacher Librarian  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 10 DaVinci Decathlon Regional Second Place 
 
Gifted Education  
“The silver medalists from the Year 10 Regional Davinci Decathlon Competition. The competition is an inter-school 
gala day with ten disciplines conducted in the spirit of the Olympic Decathlon. Congratulations to this team on their 
persistence and deep critical thinking which was on display at the event. They were exemplary role models for our 
College and demonstrated high level problem solving abilities.” 
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Term 2 2021 
Week 6 (B Week) 
Sun 23 May Pentecost Sunday 
Mon 24 May Week of 200 Year Celebrations of Catholic Schools in Australia – Diocesan Celebration 
Tues 25 May Landcare Day – World Environment Day 
Wed 26 May  Year 10 Meningococcal ACWY immunisation  

 National Sorry Day 
 Year 8 Religious Literacy Assessment 

Thurs 27 May National Reconciliation Week begins 
Fri 28 May Outcome of Year 7 (2022) Enrolment Applications notified to parents 
Week 7 (A Week) 
Sun 30 May Trinity Sunday 
Mon 31 May  PISA Testing – selected Students Years 10 and 11 
Tues 1 June  Continued PISA Testing – selected Students Years 10 and 11 

 Year 11 (2022) Information Evening 
Thurs 3 June  Mabo Day 

 National Reconciliation Week ends 
 Newsletter 8.21 issued 

Fri 4 June Year 7 (2022) – Parents’ Acceptance of Offers notified to College with $50 Enrolment Fee 
Sat 5 June World Environment Day 
Week 8 (B Week) 
Tues 8 June Night at the SMCC Museum – More details to follow 
Wed 9 June Athletics Carnival – Glendale 
Thurs 10 June Diocesan Public Speaking 
Week 9 (A Week) 
Mon 14 June Queen’s Birthday Holiday 
Wed 16 June Year 11 Reports published 
Thurs 17 June Newsletter 9.21 issued 
Week 10 (B Week) 
Mon 21 June Year 7 (2022) Enrolment documentation mailed to Parents/Carers 
Tues 22 June Feast Day Celebrations - PM 
Weds 23 June  Year 7 to 10 Reports published 

 Elective Music Evening 
 Landcare Day 

Thurs 24 June Year 7-10 Parent-Student-Teacher Interview Bookings open (for Term 3) 
Fri 25 June Last Day of Term 2 
Term 3 2021 
Week 1 (A Week) 
Mon 12 July Pupil Free – Staff Professional Development – To be Confirmed 
Wed 14 July Year 12 Official Photograph – Formal College Uniform 
Thurs 15 & Fri 16 
July 

Year 7-10 Interviews (PM) – To be Confirmed 

Please note the TBC dates – this is due to evolving COVID protocols. Arrangements will be continually updated on this page. 

 
UNIFORM FOR SALE 

2 sport shirts size 10, 1 sport shorts size 10, 1 sport shorts size XS, 1 wool jumper size 12 (never worn), 1 soft shell 
jacket size 12. If interested please message Gina Ward-Surace on 0423637446 
 
J14 Soft Shell Jacket – Please contact Karen Judd on 0412584778 

COMPLAINTS & GRIEVANCES RESOLUTION 
Diocesan Schools are committed to providing a positive, safe environment for all staff and students.  There are 
occasions however, when members of our schools and wider community can sometimes be concerned about 
something that is happening at a school that appears to be unsatisfactory or reasonable.  If you have had 
discussions about an issue or series of issues that you feel does not provide a resolution please pick up a copy of 
the Complaints and Grievances Resolution pamphlet available at Reception. 


