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Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members 
 
THE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF OUR MANTRA AND MOTTO 
 
Every community and organisation such as a family, school, sporting club and business develops a culture. A culture is 
described as a complex mix of values, attitudes, beliefs and behaviours in a particular place. In simple terms, it describes 
the way we do things in our communal life such as in our family and College community. 
 
The quality and strength of our College culture is maintained and enhanced when we show integrity and character in 
making choices and decisions which honour the expectations and norms of behaviour which are integral to our way of 
life. In our case we (students, staff, parents/carers), do this when we honour our College mantra and motto. 
 
Our mantra assists in giving meaning and direction to our communal life. Our students are required each day to accept 
the challenge presented by our mantra and to participate in our shared life according to its dictates: “BE SAFE, BE 
RESPECTFUL, BE A LEARNER”. Each part of the mantra introduces students, indeed all community members to our 
shared rights and responsibilities as members of St Mary’s Catholic College. Our mantra also has a significant role to play 
in building a school culture that is caring, disciplined and focussed on the continuous formation and improvement of our 
students both as people and as learners. 
 
The members of staff at St Mary’s are similarly guided by our mantra in their commitment to their ministry of service. 
They are also guided in their work by another mantra: “relationships before curriculum”. They know and understand 
that success in the learning process is built on establishing quality relationships between all partners engaged in the 
process. They also know that connecting with students through meaningful relationships is integral to authentic 
learning, and that caring relationships and school environments help students flourish both as people and as learners, 
and meet their basic needs to feel they are respected and that they belong. This is good and vital work because it 
provides the fundamental underpinning ensuring students’ success in their learning and honours our Christian calling to 
care for each other. 
 
Our College and staff mantras are also a reflection of the incarnational dimension of our Catholic school where, as 
educators, we are called to honour the dignity and integrity of each child entrusted to our care as a person formed in the 
image of our loving God, and as a learner called to “fullness of living”. 
 
Our College motto: “Ready to Serve”, like our mantra, is also a vital factor in defining our culture. It is a call to be of 
service to others, especially those in greatest need and it serves as a reminder to each of us that true meaning and 
purpose in life comes from caring for others. Our capacity to care for each other, as well as for our neighbour, is a 
significant measure of the health and authenticity of our culture. 
 
Continued … 
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Our College mantra, our staff mantra and our school motto are simple but ever so powerful statements giving depth of 
meaning, clarity of purpose and focus to our communal way of life. Our challenge is to ensure that our words and 
actions exemplify them and honour our calling to be a Christ-centred community where God is revealed as a way of 
living and relating. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Larry Keating 
Principal 
 
 
STUDENTS HONOURING THEMSELVES, THEIR FAMILIES, THEIR TEACHERS AND OUR COMMUNITY 
So many good things, which warm the heart and uplift one’s spirit, happen in our College every day. Many of these 
blessings reflect the inherent goodness of our students and the care of their teachers. In recent times the staff was 
privileged to witness and commend the outstanding reverence, respect and leadership displayed by our students at our 
ANZAC Day Commemorative Service. Staff members involved in supervising our Year 12 students on their Retreat were 
similarly complimentary about their exemplary conduct and spirit of participation and cooperation, as were the staff at 
the Retreat Centre. Staff members who accompanied our Year 11 students on their recent Community Day to Port 
Stephens were quick to commend their exemplary conduct and support for the activities on the day. In the past couple 
of weeks our students travelled to Sydney to participate in the Sydney Writer’s Festival; Year 12 Drama students 
travelled to Sydney to attend a production at New Theatre at Newtown and Flightpath Theatre at Marrickville; Students 
have also represented the College in sporting events – the Diocesan Cross-Country Soccer and in Rugby League; in Aspire 
related activities and participated in the 65th Newcastle and Hunter Combined Schools ANZAC Commemorative Event. In 
each case the manner of representation and participation has been exemplary. 
 
Our role, as educators of adolescents, is to recognise their inherent goodness, believe in their capacity to be the best 
people they can be, encourage and challenge them to do so and then affirm them. It is a joy to see our teachers doing 
this each day and to witness and learn of the positive manner in which our students are responding. A manner 
honouring themselves, their families, their teachers and our community as a place where high standards, high 
expectations and a commitment to care for each other prevail and which enable our students to flourish as people and 
as learners. 
 
P&F ASSOCIATION REPLACED BY A PARENT ENGAGEMENT GROUP 
A decision was taken at the Term 1 meeting of the Parents and Friends Association to accept the option provided by diocesan 
authorities, with the support of the diocesan P&F Federation, to change the manner of operation of our present parent body 
from a Parents & Friends Association to a Parent Engagement Group. 
 
Why the Change? 
The P&F Association model for engaging parents in school life is clearly not being regarded as a viable option. This has been 
reflected in the lack of attendance of parents at P&F Association meetings and the struggle to gain nominations for Executive 
positions of the Association. In view of this situation the members present at the last meeting of the Association agreed to 
change from a Parents & Friends Association to a Parent Engagement Group (PEG) for a trial period of 12 months. A PEG does 
not require an elected executive and is chaired by the Principal. 
 
The first meeting of  our Parent Engagement Group will be held next Tuesday 11 May from 6.30pm to 7.30pm in the Cafe and 
a general invitation extends to all parents/carers to attend. The intent of the first meeting is to clearly outline the purposes 
of the PEG; the agenda template for meetings and for all present to co-construct group operating norms to ensure the 
empowerment of all. 
 
A Parent Engagement Group has the potential to continue to engage parents/carers in a meaningful way in the life of the 
College without the need for a constituted executive and the added responsibilities which accompany such positions. 
 
We trust you will be able to join us next Tuesday evening to share in the development of a new model giving renewed 
meaning and purpose to our partnership in Catholic education. 
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK ACTIVITIES 
This week, we celebrated Catholic Schools Week. It was also a week which celebrated 200 years since the 
commencement of Catholic schooling in Australia. Last Monday morning, the staff celebrated a liturgy in honour of the 
celebration. Integral to the liturgy was a presentation made to Mrs Janice Lawrence, Mrs Anna Matthews and Ms 
Sharon Smith in recognition of achieving 25 years of continuous service in Catholic Schools in our diocese. On 
Wednesday, the College had the privilege of extending hospitality to grandparents of our Year 7 students. Grandparents 
participated in a liturgy which was led by our students and spoke ever so powerfully to the precious nature of the role 
played by grandparents in the lives of their grandchildren. Many of the grandparents also took advantage of the 
opportunity to be taken on a tour of the College facilities by our Student Representative Council members. They were 
also joined by parents and carers and members of the general public who accepted an invitation to participate in two 
Open Day sessions. The spirit of generosity displayed by both our students and staff members and their willingness to 
engage in servant leadership was a powerful expression of their commitment to our College motto “Ready to Serve”. It 
was a joyous occasion for the grandparents and their gratitude for having the opportunity to be guests in our 
community was obvious for all to see and reflected in many expressions of thanks and gratitude conveyed to members 
of staff at the end of the day. 
 

 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – LEARNING AND TEACHING 
 

Year 12 HSC Information Evening 
7pm Monday 17th MAY 2021 College Library 

 
Year 12 Parents, Carers and Students are invited to attend an informal information session addressing the following 
topics: 
 

 Higher School Certificate (HSC) – Rules and Procedures 
 Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) 
 Careers Guidance and transitioning out of St Mary’s Catholic College 
 Questions and Answers 2021 
 Key dates & 2021 planning 

 
I encourage all students, parents and carers to attend and look forward to seeing many of you at this gathering. The 
evening commences  at 7pm on 17th May 2021. 
 
2021 HSC Examination Timetable Released 
Year 12 students are now able to access personalised timetables for the HSC Examinations via their studentsonline 
account. The full timetable can be accessed via the link below: 
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/key-dates-exam-timetables/hsc-written-exam-
timetable 
 
Cathy O’Gorman 
Assistant Principal – Learning and Teaching 
 
 
  



St Mary’s Catholic College, Gateshead – Newsletter 06.21  Thursday 6 May 2021 
 

4 | P a g e  
 

MINISTRY 
 
The purpose of our Year 12 Retreat is to provide students with a space to embark on an interior journey towards 
holiness through the integration of self. 
 
Students were invited to undertake a journey of deep inquiry into the truth of who they are at the very core of their 
being, by reflecting on who they were, who they are now and who they want to be. Their regrets, fears, hopes and 
dreams for the future were woven through this contemplation. 
 
The aim was for students to come to an understanding of their place in, and their relationship to the world around them, 
their friends and the environment.  It’s how they make meaning of life, and all it contains. The realisation that God is and 
always has been with them especially through the tough times through the wonderful people God has placed in their 
lives. 
 
I have facilitated many retreats and yet the students managed to surprise me. I will remember this retreat for many 
emotions, authentic friendships and such well-mannered students. The students realised that the last six years together 
have been very special, and that graduation is just round the corner. 
 
Prayer for our Year 12 Students 
Let us pray for our Year 12s as they begin their journey to graduation. 
God, we ask that they especially feel your closeness during this time. 
Give them calm hearts and quiet confidence in the knowledge that you hold them in the palm of your hand. 
Holy Spirit send them your gifts of wisdom and knowledge. 
We ask through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Our Year 12 retreat at St Benedict XVI Retreat Centre was a great opportunity for us to reflect on who we are, who we 
want to be and what we want to do away from the stress and busy schedules which usually restrict such thought. With 
help from the incredible teachers who attended and put their time and effort into creating great activities for us to 
complete in groups, we were able to really challenge our thinking on what inspires us and what motivates us. These 
activities also emphasised the bible teaching which guided the entire retreat: Micah 6:8 “Act justly, Love tenderly, Walk 
humbly”. The activities, along with the various sporting games which were played with full year participation, were also 
great ways to bond with fellow Year 12 members who we may not usually talk too, allowing us to expand our support 
networks. 
 
We also had the pleasure of having two guest speakers as well as hearing the inspiring stories of several teachers which 
once again opened our eyes to the opportunities ahead of us, both career wise and within self-development, as well as 
giving us the courage to try new things and work towards the seemingly impossible.  
 
Another highlight of our Retreat was the liturgy that was held on our last night. This was a beautiful ceremony which 
allowed us to think about our part in the community as well as washing away our stresses and troubles. We thank Mrs 
Addicoat for her effort in making this event so special. Overall, the Retreat was a wonderful experience and a very 
memorable highlight for all of 
Year 12 and we extend our 
gratitude and thanks towards 
every teacher who attended as 
well as the chefs, and retreat 
managers who provided us 
with great food and 
accommodation. 
 
DeAnna Addicoat 
Ministry Coordinator 
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STUDY SKILLS TIP FOR MAY – SET TIMES FOR HOME LEARNING 
 
PARENTS: Many students come home from school and end up just waiting until they might ‘feel’ like doing schoolwork. 
Or else they drag everything out over the whole night. A much better way is each night have set allocated times for home 
learning. Many students find that learning in 20-30 minute blocks works well for them. During this time students should do 
homework first, then work on any assignments or upcoming tests, then use the rest of the time allocated for schoolwork to 
complete independent learning activities such as reviewing work they find difficult, making study notes or doing practice 
questions to build their skills. All distractions should be removed during this time, so students learn to focus for 20-30 
minute blocks of time. It is a great idea to make a timetable of the home learning and place it on the fridge so everyone is 
clear when students are focusing and when they are doing other activities or having free time.  
 
 
STUDENTS: Some of the benefits for students of having set times allocated for home learning are: 
 

 You are more likely to learn at home if you know when to start and when to end. 
 

 You will be more effective when you remove distractions and learn to focus for 20-30 minute blocks. 
 

 In all the times NOT allocated to schoolwork you can do whatever you like without feeling guilty about it. 
 

 Having set times stops arguments between students and parents as everyone has agreed when the timeslots 
allocated to students will be. 
 

 You know that you are definitely doing enough work for school. 
 

 Keeping your home learning and personal life separate means you will be able to manage all of the distractions in 
your life and still complete your work for school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learn more this year about how to improve your results and be more efficient and effective with your schoolwork by 
working through the units on www.studyskillshandbook.com.au . You can also print a sheet outlining independent learning 
activities (click on the More menu then on Things to Print). Our school’s access details are:  

 
Username: stmarys 
Password: 106results 
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LIBRARY MATTERS 
 
Term Two has taken off at a hectic pace. From numerous events in the 
library, to the announcement of the 2021 CBCA Shortlist for book of 
the year, it is all happening. 
 
It was my absolute pleasure to be able to accompany eleven amazing, 
creative young women to the Sydney Writer’s Festival. The SWF hosts 
workshops designed for Secondary Schools and this year we saw five 
of Australia’s leading authors of Young Adult Fiction. Our students 
learnt about character development, plot structure and the need to 
back yourself as an emerging author and dare to share your stories.  
 
Here are some of the thoughts our creative writers would like to share 
with you:  
Bronte: It was fascinating listening to the five authors talk about their 
personal relationship with writing and how their personal lives and 
experiences translate into their works, as well as how they go about 
building ideas into fully-fledged novels.  
 
Emily: Sydney Writers Festival was an amazing experience and I’m so 
glad I had the opportunity to go last Friday! From the authors speaking 
about their books and different ways to develop characters to the train 
ride and the playground at lunch, it was definitely a memorable day.  
 
Sharlah: The Sydney writers festival was a great day to have fun and 
also learn more about how to improve my writing.  
 
Lily: The Sydney writers festival was a great day to have fun and also learn more about how to improve my writing.  
 
Matilda: The Sydney Writers Festival was an excellent opportunity to learn more about the world of writing as well as how young 
adult authors go about approaching writing a new book. I enjoyed travelling down on the train and spending time in the playground, 
overall it was an amazing day!   
 
Charlotte: I really enjoyed the writer’s festival because it gave me a chance to listen and appreciate other writers journey on 
becoming an author and their tips and techniques on writing which I found very interesting and useful. Overall, it was a very fun trip 
and would love to go again next year. 
 
Poppy: The Sydney Writer’s Festival was a great experience to attend where we were 
given opportunities to listen to 5 extremely talented Australian authors and ask them 
questions. The train trip down and back was fun and I would definitely recommend 
attending. Thank you Mrs Dunn! 
 

May the Fourth be with You – Star Wars Day brought together 
our Star Warriors to compete in our annual Star Wars Trivia 
Kahoot. Almost 30 students gathered in the Library to have some 
fun and share their love for this iconic Sci-Fi collection.  
 
Lego Masters has come to the Library. With a few scoops of Lego 
bricks, each member of our Lego Legion raced against the clock to 
build a creation of their choice. At the end of the sessions, the 
group will display their creations. Next week we will have a 
targeted build, with the theme drawn at random.  

DONATIONS: If anyone has any Lego at home that is needing a second life - then 
please consider donating it to the library. We will cherish your generosity.  
 
Rosalind Dunn 
Teacher Librarian 
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CAREERS CORNER 
 

 WHS Induction Course (white card) 
The postponed course from March will now take place on Thursday 27th May. All students involved have been emailed.  
Any other student interested in obtaining a white card, can place their name on an Expression of Interest Form in the Careers 
Office A second course will run IF enough students indicate they wish to participate.  
 

 Year 10 Careers Expo 
Permission note and $12 due Friday 7th May. Please organise if you haven’t already.  
 
Year 12 Transition: 

 Newcastle Careers Expo  
The expo will take place next Thursday 13th May, students will attend a morning session.  They will be required to be at school for 
Roll Call on the day. Permission note and $12 were due Friday 7th May. 
 

 UAC  
UAC handbooks have been distributed to Year12 this week. This allows students and parents time to read through all the detail 
and do some research. Information sessions on the UAC process, School Recommendation Scheme etc will take place later in the 
year on more than one occasion. We will focus on the process after students complete their Trials. Please keep in mind closing 
dates are in September. 
 

 Law Undergraduate Information Webinars 
Presented by Professor Lesley Hitchens, Dean, UTS Faculty of Law and includes a current student, alumni and academic 
Q&A.Want to experience UTS Law on campus? Please also register for our Undergraduate Information Evening on 19 May - a 
networking session with our key staff and students, offering the opportunity to see our new state-of-the-art facilities at UTS Central. 
Whether you are a high school student, parent, careers adviser or considering university study after some time in the workplace, 
join us at this information evening to experience UTS Law. This event will offer the opportunity to meet our Law dean and senior 
academics, receive personalised course advice, chat with our current students and recent graduates, and have all your study 
questions answered. Held in our new state-of-the-art Law spaces at UTS Central, you'll be able to experience our facilities for 
yourself. 
12 May 2021. 5.30pm 
https://www.uts.edu.au/about/faculty-law/events/law-undergraduate-information-webinar 
19 May 5.50pm 
https://www.uts.edu.au/about/faculty-law/events/law-undergraduate-information-evening 
 

 Cyber security careers: Live webinar recording 
Cyber security is one of the fastest growing industries, with the Australian sector alone expected to grow by 300% by 2026 – and 
17,000 new cyber security workers needed in that time. Cyber security is also crucial for keeping our infrastructure and societies 
safe. 
In this webinar, we highlight the diverse and sometimes surprising pathways into cyber security careers, bust myths around what it 
means and looks like to work in this crucial sector, emphasise the importance of non-technical skills and meet real-life cyber 
professionals with inspiring career stories. 
Meet three peeps with cyber security careers! In our live webinar recording, we chat to James Curran, associate professor of the 
School of Computer Science at The University of Sydney and director of the Australian Computing Academy, Shanis Lovin who 
works in digital forensics at the Commonwealth Bank of Australia, and Jason Spindlow, a channel systems engineer at Palo Alto 
Networks. 
https://careerswithstem.com.au/cyber-security-webinar/ 
 
Ms Finlay  
Careers Advisor/ VET Coordinator 
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CREATIVE ARTS NOISE! 

 
Junior Creative Arts Showcase 2021 
Wednesday 19 May 7pm Venue: Josephite Centre (Hall) 
 
The St Mary’s Junior Creative Arts Showcase is one of the highlights of the school year for creative artists. This event 
showcases our talented and enthusiastic students in an exciting and entertaining public performance and exhibition. 
Entry to the showcase costs $5each or $10/family. (Entry for performers is free). Any profits will go to St Vincent de 
Paul at the request of the Student Pastoral Council. We expect the performance to go for about an hour. 
 
Parents of performers should have received the information note via email. Please let your Music teacher know if 
you need more info. 
 
See you there. 
 
Aspire 
Are you interested in production (behind the scenes work for concerts etc)? In this newsletter there is information 
about the Aspire Production team. This is highly recommended if you are interested in backstage theatre or concert 
work. 
 
Aspiring Composers 
Congratulations to the following students who have had the opportunity to workshop their song compositions as 
part of the Aspire song competition. The students are working very hard to learn the creative process. Composing is 
one of the most rewarding musical activities: 
 
Macy Nash (Yr8) Holly Hayes, Byron Lynch, Daniel Smith, Trent Swadling, Jamie Whyte and Isabella Owen (Yr9) 
 
Well done for your efforts. 
 
The compositions will be presented at a performance at “The Factory” SPX High Adamstown next Thursday evening 
13 May where the winner will be decided. 
 
ASPIRE Song Writing Showcase Evening  will take place on Thursday 13 May 2021 at The Factory, St Pius X High 
School, Adamstown commencing at 6.00 pm. 
  
Tickets are now on sale for the evening.  Tickets are $12.00 per person and can be purchased via Ticketebo.  Please 
note:  You do not need to purchase a ticket for your child/ren if they are a finalist and will be performing on the 
night.    The link to go purchase tickets is:  https://www.ticketebo.com.au/aspireunmaskedbeats 
  
Please note this is a cashless event and therefore tickets will not be sold at the door on the evening of the 
Showcase.  You will have to present your tickets at the door. 
 
Steve Walter 
Leader of Learning – Creative Arts & Languages 
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What would you do for art and love? 
 
This was the question Year 12 Drama students asked themselves as we headed to Sydney on a very soggy, wet 
Tuesday 4 May to watch a performance of The Shape of Things at Flightpath Theatre, Marrickville.  
 
As part of our HSC Black Comedy unit, we were fortunate to be able to attend this performance and we were blessed 
to see such a quality interpretation of Neil LaBute’s text. There is always something magical about bringing students 
to the theatre – seeking out a performance such as this and being in the space with the actors. It allows students to 
see life breathed into the text – to see words come to life, ‘from the page to the stage’, and to be part of a 
performance that is unique to them. The complexity of the four characters, the simplicity of the set, and the 
excellent acting, prompted lots of debate around how far we would go for love, truth and art! Our conversation on 
the way home lasted the three-hour journey and we will never forget this performance! I wish to congratulate 
Sarah, Kyle, McKinlay and Declan for being such fine ambassadors for the College and I wish them every success as 
they write about their experience in their future HSC tasks.  
 
Cathy O’Gorman 
Drama Teacher 
 

 
Declan, Sarah, Kyle and McKinlay at Strathfield 
Station 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Another transfer via Stanmore Station – nearly 

there! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We made it! 
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Ausearthed Earth and Environmental Science Workshop 
(Year 11 and 12 EES students) 
 
On Thursday 29 April Susan Filan came to the school to run a hands-on workshop with Earth and Environmental 
Science students.  
Year 11 students participated in a series of practical investigations related to mineral exploration and drilling for oil. 
These activities allowed students to make deep connections with things they have been learning about in class, 
including PEP11, how oil spills happen and fracking.  
Year 12 students were lucky enough to use Susan’s extensive and impressive fossil collection. They participated in 
activities related to Module 5 from the HSC course which reinforced key content and skills.  
 

 
Mining choc-chip muffins Year 11 students searching for hidden ore 

deposits using a studfinder 

 
Mining choc-chip muffins 

 
Mining choc-chip muffins 

 
Year 12 developing their geological timescale 
with Mrs O’Gorman joining in the fun 

 
Investigating stride length  

 
Mrs Lavis and Mrs Piper 
Science Teachers  
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BILL TURNER CUP 
 
Last Friday the SMCC soccer teams travelled to Kariong to play against Central Coast Sports College in the Bill Turner 
Cup. Unfortunately, we didn't come home with a win, but both teams played very well and the girls scored a great 
goal!   Mr Eames and I were very proud of how our soccer teams represented SMCC. Well Done! 
 
On Wednesday 5th of May, the girls continued playing excellent soccer at the Combined Catholic Colleges Cup. We 
competed against schools from our diocese at Lake Macquarie Football Club.  The girls won their first 3 games 
convincingly and made it to the semi-finals. Unfortunately, we were knocked out by St Joseph’s.  Again, it was a 
fantastic day and the girls were outstanding representatives of the college. Thank you to the parents who came 
along to support.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Louise Hatcher 
Supervising Teacher 
 

 
WANTED! 

Do you have any pre-loved Lego or good quality Board Games that you are looking to re-home? St 
Mary’s would be very grateful to receive donations of these items and will gladly accept them at 

Reception. Thank you. 
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News from the Canteen 
 

 
 

 
Welcome to our new Cafeteria! 
 
The Cafeteria is up and running and we have had a lot of positive feedback from staff and students alike. 
We welcome onboard Fiona Fowler and Brooke Ceaser who are our new part-time job-share staff. 
 
We would love to share our canteen space with you! Our volunteers are enjoying the new space, and all 
agree it is much better than what we have had to work with in the past. They also report that they find it 
easier, as during lunch and recess service, all they need do is hand the food over the counter. The scanners 
and computers take care of the rest! 
 
Volunteers are still desperately needed to fill days, especially early in the week. We do have vacancies 
for all days however the early ones are very light on. 
 
If you are able to help (tasty complimentary lunch included!), please contact the college on 49 444 800 to 
receive paperwork to enable you to complete your Working with Children Check numbers along with the 
paperwork for the Office of Safeguarding Children. 
 
We look forward to seeing you soon! 
 
Christine Shaw and Debra Tserepas 
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Term 2 2021 
Week 4 (B Week) 
Sun 9 May Mother’s Day 
Tues 11 May  NAPLAN: On-line Tests window opens (11 to 14 May) 

 Parent Engagement Group Meeting(formerly known as P&F Meeting) – 6.30pm – Café  
Thurs 13 May Newcastle and Lake Macquarie Careers Expo 
Week 5 (A Week) 
Sun 16 May World Support Staff Day 
Mon 17 May Year 12 HSC Information Evening 7pm Library 
Wed 19 May Junior Creative Arts Showcase – 7pm Hall 
Thurs 20 May Newsletter 7.21 issued 
Sat 22 May Synod 
Week 6 (B Week) 
Sun 23 May Pentecost Sunday 
Mon 24 May Week of 200 Year Celebrations of Catholic Schools in Australia – Diocesan Celebration 
Tues 25 May Landcare Day 
Wed 26 May  Year 10 Meningococcal ACWY immunisation  

 National Sorry Day 
Thurs 27 May National Reconciliation Week begins 
Fri 28 May Outcome of Year 7 (2022) Enrolment Applications notified to parents 
Week 7 (A Week) 
Sun 30 May Trinity Sunday 
Mon 31 May – 
Tues 1 June 

PISA Testing – selected Students Years 10 and 11 

Thurs 3 June  Mabo Day 
 National Reconciliation Week ends 
 Newsletter 8.21 issued 

Week 8 (B Week) 
Wed 9 June Athletics Carnival – Glendale 
Thurs 10 June Diocesan Public Speaking 
Week 9 (A Week) 
Mon 14 June Queen’s Birthday Holiday 
Wed 16 June Year 11 Reports published 
Thurs 17 June Newsletter 9.21 issued 
Week 10 (B Week) 
Weds 23 June  Year 7 to 10 Reports published 

 Elective Music Evening 
 Landcare Day 

Thurs 24 June Year 7-10 Parent-Student-Teacher Interview Bookings open (for Term 3) 
Fri 25 June Last Day of Term 2 
Term 3 2021 
Week 1 (A Week) 
Mon 12 July Pupil Free – Staff Professional Development – To be Confirmed 
Wed 14 July Year 12 Official Photograph – Formal College Uniform 
Thurs 15 & Fri 16 
July 

Year 7-10 Interviews (PM) – To be Confirmed 

 
Please note the TBC dates – this is due to evolving COVID protocols. Arrangements will be continually updated on this page. 

 

COMPLAINTS & GRIEVANCES RESOLUTION 
Diocesan Schools are committed to providing a positive, safe environment for all staff and students.  There are 
occasions however, when members of our schools and wider community can sometimes be concerned about 
something that is happening at a school that appears to be unsatisfactory or reasonable.  If you have had 
discussions about an issue or series of issues that you feel does not provide a resolution please pick up a copy of 
the Complaints and Grievances Resolution pamphlet available at Reception. 
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WISHING ALL MOTHERS 
A 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 
 
 

MOTHER’S DAY 
 

The gift of motherhood is expressed in the unconditional 
love of a mother for family members and her tireless labours 

for them.  It is a love which comforts, nurtures, heals, 
uplifts and understands. 

 
True motherhood exemplifies the unconditional love 

and self-effacing service, which is at the heart of 
all Christian communities. 

 
May we ensure that our mothers are remembered and 
blessed with loving expressions of gratitude and thanks 

on Sunday 9 May and always. 

 


