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Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members  
 
My focus in this newsletter is on the parent or carer and the vital role they play in the education of their child. 
Parents are the primary educator! As was stated at the Congregation for Catholic Education at Vatican City (2022), 
“The success of the educational path depends primarily on the principle of mutual cooperation, first and foremost 
between the parents and teacher.” The school climate must be one in which families are welcomed, the local 
church is an active participant and civil society—local, national, and international—is included. This broader 
engagement reflects a commitment to civic responsibility, social justice, and global awareness within the school 
community. 
 
Thank you to those parents and carers who attended the Parent Engagement evening on Thursday 6 March. The 
executive and I were very grateful for the time to meet and get feedback on the format and timings for future 
meetings. Thank you to Michelle McDonald, parent representative from St Bede’s Catholic College, Chisholm for 
attending this evening and providing parents with an insight into her experience under a Parent Engagement 
Group (PEG) model. This model is vastly different to the traditional Parents and Friends (PNF) model and is what 
St Mary’s will be adopting for the remainder of the year. The purpose of these gatherings is to engage parents as 
partners in their child’s learning to discuss matters that relate to their child and ultimately lead to improved 
student growth. Based on the feedback from the meeting the following principles will apply for the gatherings 
this year as a trial. The aim is to maximise parent participation and engagement. They will: 
 

• Be one meeting per term and one hour in length 

• follow a hybrid model (both face-face and online for parents who cannot attend). 

• Comprise a Principal/Executive report, and a learning agenda item. This could include a guest speaker from 
the school such as Learning Support, School Counsellor etc. 

• The agenda will be communicated to parents via newsletter prior to the evening. 

• Allow for short Q and A at the end of the session.  
 

The College is seeking expressions of interest for two enthusiastic individuals to step up as Parent Representatives 
for the remainder of the year. As a Parent Representative, you’ll be at the forefront of fostering stronger 
connections between parents and our College. It is all about being the voice of our parent community, helping to 
plan engaging PEG meetings each term, and ensuring your parent voices are heard. One lucky representative will 
have the opportunity to become a member of the Diocesan Parents and Friends Association which meet once 
each term. The Association typically serves as a support network and liaison between parents, the school, and 
the wider community within the diocese. If you are interested, please email Debbie Carter - 

debbie.carter@mn.catholic.edu.au by Monday 25 March with a brief paragraph expressing your interest. 
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Staff News 
Mrs Cathy O’Gorman will proceed on well-deserved leave from Monday 25 March and return Monday 10 
June. Congratulations go to the following teachers who are appointed to these leadership positions during 
this period: 

• Mrs Belinda Flood - Acting Assistant Principal (Learning and Teaching) 

• Mrs Nikki Lorenz – Acting Leader of Learning (HSIE) 
 

Bishop’s Visit 
Last Thursday, we welcomed Bishop Michael Kennedy and Father Tony Potts to St Mary’s for the first time. 
Highlights included a campus tour, morning tea with staff, and an inspiring address to students, where Bishop 
Michael shared his childhood, calling to priesthood, and his work as Bishop of the Maitland Newcastle 
Diocese. 
 
Bishop Michael's background: 

• Youngest of nine, born and educated in Wagga Wagga. 

• Studied at Sydney Catholic College of Education, taught at Xavier Catholic College. 

• Ordained in 1999, served in various roles in Wagga Wagga Diocese. 

• Bishop of Armidale Diocese from 2012 to 2021. 

• Installed as Maitland-Newcastle's ninth Bishop on March 17, 2023. 

• Member of Bishops Commission for Social Justice, Mission, and Service. 
 

We thank Bishop Michael for his visit and eagerly anticipate future visits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 7 2025 Prospective parents 
It was wonderful to have such a strong attendance at our Year 7 2025 Information evening for prospective 
families. We were very grateful for our student leaders who provided informative tours around the school 
prior to the presentation evening. A reminder to prospective families that the Maitland Newcastle Diocese 
has released a new Enrolment Policy which each school must adhere to. This policy can be found by visiting 
https://www.mn.catholic.edu.au and going to the enrolment tab, or alternatively visiting here.  
  
Kind regards, 
 
Brett Donohoe 
Principal

https://www.mn.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.mn.catholic.edu.au/enrolment/enrolment-policy/
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Assistant Principal – Learning & Teaching 
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Notes for Students in Preparing for the Minimum Standards Tests 
 

Equipment:  
You may take a pen/pencil and a ruler into the minimum standard tests. The test 
supervisor will provide blank paper once you enter the test room. You need a fully charged 
device and to have downloaded the NESA Lockdown Browser (as per Mr Abell’s emailed 
instructions.) 
 
The following items are not allowed in the examination room:  

• Mobile phones, smartwatches, or programmable watches  

• Calculators  

• Dictionaries  

• Notes  

 
Test details:  
Reading and Numeracy tests are in a multiple-choice question format (45 minutes ).  
 
Writing test is a typed response of approximately 500 words in response to a question or 
picture (maximum 45 minutes).  

• You must stay on the test site for the duration of the test session.  

• It is a breach of test rules to access other sites, use other applications or use a 

calculator other than the one provided within the test and that such action will be 

recorded.  

• If any breach of test rules or malpractice is found to have occurred, including the 

writing of responses that are considered offensive, your test attempt may be 

declared invalid and you may not be permitted to re-sit the test for a period of up to 

12 months.  

 
On test day:  
1. You will be given your PIN letter which contains the test URL, your student number and 

PIN to log in to the tests.  

2. You must accept the conditions in order to sit the test.  

3. When the supervisor tells you to start, read the instructions and log in using your 

student number and PIN.  

4. You can then begin the test. The time that you have remaining to complete the test will 

display at all times on the top right hand corner of the page.  

5. Once you have finished the test, select ‘Submit and finish’. 
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NSW School Vaccination Program 2024 – Year 10 
 
A friendly reminder – Year 10 immunisations will be administered on Wednesday 27 March 2024. If you are still 
to provide consent, please see flyer below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: If you experience difficulty with accessing the online consent package, please speak with Student 
Services for a paper form. 
 
Further information has been sent to Year 10 parents via Compass regarding upcoming immunisations. 
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YEAR 12 HSC FOOD TECHNOLOGY EXCURSION 
 
As part of their studies on the Australian Food Industry, the Year 12 Food 
Technology class recently embarked on an exciting field trip to explore 
two remarkable family-run businesses, EastCoast Beverages and The 
Chocolate & Nougat Factory Gosford.  
 
The day was a great educational adventure. At EastCoast Beverages, 
Daniel gave an insightful look into a family citrus farm, that has been 
nurturing its orchards for nearly six decades. Their commitment to quality 
is evident from the moment the fruit is hand-picked from their trees until 
it’s poured into your glass. Students witnessed the entire juice 
manufacturing process, from fruit selection to packaging. The behind-
the-scenes tour allowed them to appreciate the meticulous care that 
goes into creating each bottle of juice, which showcases the essence of 
Australian citrus fruits. 
 
Then we were off to the Gosford Chocolate Factory, which was founded 
by Andrew, a passionate advocate of fine chocolate. The factory is home to beloved confectionery brands: Nougat 
Limar, Bon Bon Fine Chocolate, and The Sydney Marshmallow Co. Students explored an immersive world of 
chocolate, nougat, and more. We witnessed the entire production process, from raw ingredients to finished 
chocolate bars, nougat, and marshmallows. The tour sparked their curiosity and connected them emotionally to the 
products. The highlight? Creating their own unique chocolate bars! Students selected chocolate types, added 
toppings, and proudly took home their personalized creations, complete with “The Factory” logo.  
 
The students not only gained insight into the Australian food industry, but also had a blast during their hands-on 
experiences. These family-run businesses exemplify passion, craftsmanship, and innovation, making them integral 
players in shaping Australia’s culinary landscape.  
 
Nicole Abell – Food Tech Teacher 
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DIVE INTO MARINE STUDIES WITH A SPLASH: STUDENTS CRAFT SURF HANDPLANES FOR 
EXCITING EXCURSION 
 
Our HSC Marine Studies class has been diving into the world of marine activities through a practical and immersive 
project. Combining a love for the ocean with practical skills, this project has emerged as a big hit among our 
students. In this hands-on activity, students had the opportunity to unleash their creativity and learn valuable skills 
by crafting their very own surf handplanes. The kits, acquired from Ecto Handplanes, offered students an experience 
that merged theory with practice. 
 
Drawing from online resources, magazines, and their imaginations, students researched, brainstormed, and sketched 
their handplane designs. The project fostered a spirit of collaboration as students then exchanged ideas and worked 
together to bring their designs to life.  
 
The students gained insight into the design process while also understanding the importance of precision and 
craftsmanship. Many students also utilised the opportunity to use Adobe Illustrator to design and engrave a design 
using the laser cutter. 
 
The handplanes, sealed using epoxy resin, were then put to the test in the surf, at Newcastle Beach last Thursday, 
allowing students to experience firsthand the practical applications of their hard work and dedication. They eagerly 
awaited their maiden voyage with these handcrafted treasures that they are very proud of.  
 
Through this practical activity, students have not only honed their skills in marine studies but also gained a deeper 
appreciation for the ocean and its vast potential for exploration and enjoyment.  
 
Shane Abell 
Marine Studies Teacher
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PERIOD POSITIVITY 
 

Period poverty is the lack of access to sanitary products, menstrual hygiene education and inadequate 
toilet facilities.  It is also the stigma and feelings of shame and embarrassment of a normal bodily function, 
and subsequent impacts on mental health. 
   
In 2022 students from St Paul’s Catholic College Booragul advocated for female hygiene products to be 
made available in school toilets to provide access, equity and dignity to students who menstruate.  
 
A Diocese-wide working group was formed to investigate the impact of period poverty in our schools and 
lead the way in addressing the issues by exploring the feasibility of:  
 

1. Installing free period products in dispensing machines in our schools, aligned with the placement of 

the sanitary bins.  

2. Developing an awareness education program for schools in conjunction with the syllabus.  

3. Developing a policy that will help reinforce the promotion of dignity, gender equality and 

reproductive health.  

The working group soon developed an initiative called Period Positivity. The initiative is about making 
periods normal. From free period care products to more informative discussions, the initiative aims to 
promote greater accessibility, equity and dignity for all.  
 
In Term 4, 2022 a pilot program was conducted at St Paul’s Booragul, trialling the installation of sanitary 
dispensing machines with the provision of free sanitary products at the school.  Due to the success of the 
trial, dispensers are being rolled out across all Secondary Schools in the Catholic Diocese of Maitland-
Newcastle, with the Period Positivity initiative to commence at St Mary’s Catholic College from Term 2. 
 

• Sanitary products will be available to students for free, via dispensers in the toilet blocks. 

• If students find themselves needing pads or tampons, they will be available from the dispensers.  

• Students will still be able to use their own products, but there will be the option to use the free 
products provided in the female toilets for those who need them.   

The product roll-out will be complemented by an educational awareness program that will be deployed to 
students. Professional Learning resources will enable teachers to be competent and confident to deliver 
the educational materials such as Menstrual health; information about periods and anatomy, dispelling 
myths, products, accessibility, gender equity and promoting dignity. 
 
For more information, please visit https://www.mn.catholic.edu.au/students/period-positivity/ 
 
St Mary’s Period Positivity Ambassadors: 
Annabel Brown and Halle Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mn.catholic.edu.au/students/period-positivity/
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Today, Thursday 14th March, 
we held a Paint a Shamrock 
on a Rock Day in our library 
to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. 
Year 7 & 8 were involved and 
had a great time creating 

their unique lucky rock. We watched a short 
video on the history of St. Patrick’s Day and we 
all learnt that the three leaf clover is a symbol 
of the Holy Trinity. Thank you Mrs. Watt for 
helping Mrs. Laughton to run this fun activity.  
 
Mrs Rosemary Laughton 
Library 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Qkr! News 
 
The Android Phone issue has now been resolved, parents/users can now download the App from the 
Google Play Store. 
Can you please advise your parents/users. 
 

 
 
Apologies for the inconvenience and thank you for your patience.  
 
Regards - The Qkr Team
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Year 12 Chemistry 
 
Year 12 have been conducting titrations…. 
 

   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 8 Geography 
 
This week in 8.4 Geography, Mrs Wilson’s class learnt about Tectonic Plates and the role they play in creating 
Landforms, such as mountains. They learnt how tectonic plates contribute to geological hazards such as earthquakes 
and volcanos. The class broke up into groups to piece together the tectonic plate puzzle and to investigate whether 
geological hazards occur randomly around the world or for specific reasons. The students enjoyed working together 
and finding out more about the world.  

 
 
Tarryn Wilson 
Geography Teacher
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Project Compassion – Year 8 Coin Trail 
 
Last Thursday at lunch and recess, Year 8 raised money for Project Compassion with a coin trail that wound its way 
through the main quadrangle. Not so long ago, Patty Beisler (ex- teacher) used to hold these events and the students 
eagerly supported. Thursday’s event say $132.50 raised for Project Compassion – thank you to everyone who 
donated their pennies. 
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Easter Mass Times and Venues 
 
 

Suburb   Church    Liturgical Times/Date 2024 
 
Swansea  St Patrick’s   Saturday, 23 March - Palm (Passion) Vigil 6.00pm 
 
Windale  St Pius X    Sunday, 24 March - Palm (Passion) Vigil 7.30am 
Belmont  St Francis Xavier  Palm (Passion) Vigil 9.00am 
 
Belmont  St Francis Xavier  Monday 25 March - Weekday Mass 8.30am 
 
Hamilton  Sacred Heart Cathedral  Tuesday 26 March – Chrism Mass 7.00pm 
 
Swansea  St Patrick’s   Wednesday 27 March – Weekday Mass 8.30am 
 
Charlestown  St Mary Immaculate  Holy Thursday, 28 March - Mass 7pm, Adoration until 9pm 
   St Pius X   Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 7.00pm 
 
Warners Bay  St Mary’s WB   Holy Thursday, 28 March – 7.00pm 
Toronto  St Joseph’s Kilaben Bay  Holy Thursday, 28 March – 7.00pm 
Morisset  St John Vianney   Holy Thursday, 28 March – 7.00pm 
 
Charlestown  St Mary Immaculate  Good Friday, 29 March - Stations of the Cross 10am,  

Lord’s Passion 3.00pm 
Windale  St Pius X   Way of the Cross 10.00am 
Belmont  St Francis Xavier  Friday of the Passion of the Lord 3.00pm 
Warners Bay  St Mary’s WB   Good Friday, 29 March – Stations 10am 
       Service – 3pm 
Toronto  St Joseph’s Kilaben Bay  Good Friday 3.00pm 
Morisset  St John Vianney   Good Friday 3.00pm 
 
Charlestown  St Mary Immaculate  Holy Saturday, 30 March - Easter Vigil Mass 7.00pm 
Windale  St Pius X   Morning Prayer 9.30am 
Swansea  St Patrick’s    Mass – Easter Vigil 6.00pm 
Warners Bay  St Mary’s WB   Easter Saturday Vigil 6.30pm 
Toronto  St Joseph’s Kilaben Bay  Easter Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
Morisset  St John Vianney   Easter Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
 
Charlestown  St Mary Immaculate  Easter Sunday, 31 March - Mass 8am, Mass 9.30am 
Windale  St Pius X   Mass – Easter Sunday 7.30am 
Belmont  St Francis Xavier  Mass – Easter Sunday 9.00am 
Warners Bay  St Mary’s WB   Easter Sunday 8.00am 
Booragul  St Michael the Archangel Easter Sunday 10.00am 
Toronto  St Joseph’s Kilaben Bay  Easter Sunday 9.00am 
Morisset  St John Vianney   Easter Sunday 9.30am 
    

COMPLAINTS RESOLUTION 
 
St Mary’s Catholic College, the Catholic Schools Office (CSO) and Schools in the Diocese of Maitland-
Newcastle are committed to providing a positive, safe environment for all staff and students. There are 
occasions however, when members of our schools and wider community are concerned about 
something happening at a school that appears to be unsatisfactory or unreasonable. If you have a 
complaint, please follow this procedure: https://www.mn.catholic.edu.au/about/complaints-resolution-
and-feedback/ 
 

https://www.mn.catholic.edu.au/about/complaints-resolution-and-feedback/
https://www.mn.catholic.edu.au/about/complaints-resolution-and-feedback/
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CALENDAR Term 1 2024 

Week 8 (B Week) 

Mon 18 March  NAPLAN Testing window – continued 
Year 10 Formation Day 
Year 11 and 12 Fashion Illustrations incursion 

Tues 19 March NAPLAN – catch ups 
Year 8 Formation Day 
Year 7 & 8 Da Vinci Code Day at Bishop Tyrrell 
Extended PLM – students will be released at 2.40pm. Supervision of students and bus duty as 
normal. 

Wed 20 March  Year 9 & 10 Da Vinci Code Day at Bishop Tyrrell 
English Advanced Mod A Symposium – Seymour Centre 

Thurs 21 March White Card Course 
Dio Soccer Opens Championships - TBC 

Fri 22 March Athletics Carnival - Glendale 

Week 9 (A Week) 

Tues 26 March Year 10 PPEP Talk 
Stage 6 Food Tech, Hospitality and Textiles Tour – Sydney Royal Easter Show 
Period Positivity Presentation – TJC 
Landcare 
Year 7-11 Conference Bookings open 

Wed 27 March Year 10 immunisations – Meningococcal ACWY 

Thurs 28 March U14 Boys Rugby League TBC 
Newsletter 5.24 

Fri 29 March  Good Friday – Pupil Free 

Week 10 – (B Week) 

Mon 1 April Easter Monday – Pupil Free 

Tues 2 April Year 11 Biology & Geography excursion 
Year 10 MS Testing Round 1 
Year 7-11 Conference Bookings close 

Thurs 4 April Year 7-11 Parent Student Teacher conferences – 3.30pm to 7.00pm 

Fri 5 April Year 7-11 Parent Student Teacher conferences 8.00am – 2.00pm – Pupil Free Day – Year 12 
have classes as normal 
Year 12 VET Construction Tiling incursion 

Week 11 – (A Week) 

Tues 9 April Combined Schools ANZAC Event 
Landcare 

Wed 10 April Science & Engineering Challenge 
Hunter Water incursion 
Brainstorm Productions – Years 7 to 10 

Thurs 11 April Year 10 Luna Park excursion 

Fri 12 April Year 11 Visual Art excursion – Sydney Biennale TBC 
Newsletter 6.24 
End of Term 1 

TERM 2 - Week 1 – (A Week) 

Mon 29 April Return to school for Term 2 

Wed 1 May ANZAC Assembly 

Thurs 2 May Year 10 Geography Field Trip - TBC 

Week 2 – (B Week) 

Tues 7 May U18 Boys & Girls Rugby League TBC 

Thurs 9 May National Indigenous Tennis Carnival – TBC 
Landcare 
Year 12 Conference Bookings open 

Fri 10 May Newsletter 7.24 

Week 3 – (A Week) 

Mon 13 May Year 7 King Tut Truck incursion 

Tues 14 May U13 Knights Knockout TBC 

Wed 15 May Year 12 Visual Art excursion – Sydney Biennale TBC 

Thurs 16 May Careers Expo 

Fri 17 May Year 7 Formation Day - TBC 

 


